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The  Messenger 
Epiphany February - 2012 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ, 
 
As we go forward together in 
the new calendar year, I am 
excited about what lies ahead 
for us here at Messiah. We 
transition from Epiphany into 
Lent and give thanks that in 
spite of our sinfulness, God 
continues to bless us through 
the salvation won by Jesus 
Christ for us. Salvation won 
through His death on the 
cross and delivered through 
the gifts of Word and 
Sacrament He gives us.  
 
This salvation and these gifts 
are for the whole world! At 
the Parish Leadership 
Workshop held on January 
14th, we spent some time 
looking at Messiah’s mission 
statement which expresses 
that idea very well. In case you 
haven’t seen it in a while (it’s 
on the home page of our 
website) here it is: 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
To know Christ and to make 
Christ known. Jesus Christ 
died for our sins and was 
raised to life to save us from 
eternal judgment. We believe 
our God-given mission is to 
share the life-giving message 
of salvation through Jesus 
with the people of our 
community, state, nation, and 
world through a Word and 
Sacrament ministry of 
worship, education, 
fellowship, evangelism, and 
service. 
 

I then asked the leaders to 
identify Messiah’s strength 
areas in carrying out our 
mission. Here is the list 
(admittedly non-exhaustive) 
that they came up with: 
 
STRENGTHS: 

 We share Christ with people 

 Preschool 

 Bible Study programs 

 Multiple opportunities to 
worship 

 Adhere to sound Biblical 
doctrine 

 Social activities act as 
ministries of example 

 Youth groups 

 Food baskets & other caring 
outreach 

 Music & choirs 

 Facility and spaciousness 

 VBS 

 Strong layperson 
involvement by many 

 
Once we filled up the board 
with that list, we looked at 
areas where Messiah can go 
further in carrying out its 
mission. These are not 
necessarily weaknesses, but 
areas of opportunity, 
especially as we seek to “make 
Christ known” and “share the 
life-giving message of 
salvation through Jesus.” 
 
OPPORTUNITIES: 

 Better utilization of our 
space 

 Change – do some things 
differently 

 Reach more young families 

 Reach more college-age 

 Keep post-high school age 
involved 

 Better assimilate new 
members 

 Address challenges posed by 
government 

 Intergenerational programs 

 Find out community needs 

 Understand our township in 
transition 

 Broaden the volunteer base 

 Welcome the “non-
traditional Lutheran” 

 Better communicate sound 
doctrine in a welcoming way 

 Better utilize technology 

 Increase preschool family 
membership 

 More community focused 
events and outreach 

 
The individual boards are 
evaluating these strengths and 
opportunities especially as 
they relate to their 
responsibilities under the by-
laws. Each board will be 
identifying an area of 
opportunity to focus on, and 
we’re going to get together 
again in 3 months to look at 
those, with the goal of uniting 
around a few key elements for 
this year, while always 
remaining true to Scripture 
and the Confessions. Please 
share your thoughts and ideas 
with me and with the leaders. 
Let us rejoice that we know 
Christ and are given the great 
privilege of making Him 
known to a world in need of 
Him! 
 
Pastor Bartzsch 

Messiah Lutheran 
Church 

2727 Five Mile Rd. NE 

Grand Rapids 

Michigan 

49525 

 

Phone: 363-2553 

Fax: 363-7843 

E-Mail:  messiahgr@ 

              messiahgr.org 

Web Site: 

www.messiahgr.org 

 

Pastor: 

Rev. Tom Bartzsch 

Parish Assistant: 

Richard Krueger 

Office Manager: 

Diane Love 

Preschool: 

Diane Oppenneer, Dir. 

 

 
 
 
Our Mission 

Is to know Christ and to 
make Christ known 
through the spreading of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to all through a 
Word and Sacrament 
ministry of worship, 
Christian Education, 
fellowship, outreach, 
and service.   
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“For God, who said, „Let light shine out of darkness,‟ made His light shine in our hearts.”  2 Cor. 4:6 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
2727 Five Mile Rd. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49525 
Phone: 363-2553 
Fax: 363-7843 
 
Church Website: www.messiahgr.org 
Church E-mail: messiahgr@messiahgr.org 
Pastor E-Mail: pastor.bartzsch@messiahgr.org 
Parish Asst. E-mail: rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 
Pre-School E-mail: DianeO@messiahgr.org 
Messiah E-news: groups.yahoo.com/group/messiahgr/ 

Our Mission Is . . . 
 
To Know Christ and to Make Him Known by spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament ministry of 
worship, Christian education, fellowship, evangelism, and service. 

Serving you . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Diane Love, Office Manager 
Mrs. Diane Oppenneer, Pre-school Director 
 
Officers and Board Chairmen: 
Pastor Bartzsch .................................................. home  884-5131 
 ........................................................................... cell  260-417-9438 
Education, Ms. Suzanne Gut ....................................... 361-7214 
Elders, Mr. John Lueders ............................................. 874-3263 
Evangelism, Mrs. Sandy Inman ................................... 363-9706 
Fellowship ........................................................................................ 
Missions ............................................................................................ 
President, Mr. Steve Ledbetter .................................... 460-8981 
Secretary, Mrs. Lori Kearney ....................................... 363-9699 
Social Ministry, Mrs. Shirley Kremm .......................... 361-0001 
Stewardship, Mr. Jack Keller ........................................ 364-0521 
Treasurer, Mrs. Ruth Lueders ...................................... 874-3263 
Trustees, Mr. Dick Wilson ........................................... 363-2802 
Vice-President, Dr. Peter Garchow ............................ 364-8776 
 
Congregational Auxiliaries & Services 
 
Acolytes, Dr. Peter Garchow ....................................... 364-8776 
Altar Guild, Mrs. Marian Meehleder .......................... 361-9110 
Bowling League, Ms. Joanne Gillette ......................... 365-2760 
CARES Bible Study, Mrs. Shirley Hoese ................... 361-1384 
Church Extension, Mr. Richard Tank ........................ 690-4525 
Golf League, Mr. Jack Datema .................................... 883-6148 
Jr. Youth, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Bohlinger ........................ 365-1863 
                 Mr. & Mrs. Chris Sheridan ....................... 887-5760 
LifeLight, Mr. Dwight Anderson ................................ 647-4221 
LWML, Mrs. Shirley Hoese ......................................... 361-1384 
Nursery, Mrs. Sabrina Slagter ...................................... 634-0724 
Open Gym, Mr. John Wanhatalo ................................ 361-2488 
Parish Service Guild, Mrs. Sharon Hula ............ 616-636-5204 
Prayer Chain, Mrs. Sharon Fahling ............................. 364-0156 

Quilters, Mrs. Carolyn Mueller .................................... 364-0289 
Home Bound Callers, Mrs. Dody Reinke ................. 365-8325 
Sr. Youth, Mrs. Lori Kearney ...................................... 363-9699 
                  Mrs. Sandy Inman ..................................... 363-9706 
Sunday School Supt., Mrs. Sherry Garchow ............. 364-8776 
Thrivent, Mr. Richard Tank ......................................... 690-4525 
Wedding Coordinator, Mrs. Melanie Kirchhoff ...... 696-4950 
                                     Mrs. Barbara Wilson ........... 363-2802 
Women Of the Word, Tammy Ahrens...................... 887-9834 
Ushers, Dr. Peter Garchow ......................................... 364-8776 
 
Messiah Messenger is published monthly by Messiah Lutheran 
Church.  News articles and information are usually due on the 
third Monday of each month.  The staff reserves the right to 
edit material presented for publication. 
 
Messiah Lutheran Church links with other Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod churches to bring the gospel around the world.  
In addition, we have five mission projects: Rev. Jon Muhly, 
Moscow, Russia; Family of Christ Lutheran Church on Alpine; 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation; MOST Ministries; and 
Ephphatha Lutheran Mission Society. 

 

Lutheran Hour 
 
The Lutheran Hour is broadcast on Sundays on WOOD 
105.7 FM at 6:30 am, and on WPRR 1680 AM at 12 pm.  
If you have a computer with speakers, you can listen to The 
Lutheran Hour online.  Go to www.lutheranhour.org and 
follow the directions. 

 

Large Print Bulletins 
 
Large print bulletins are available for the divine services 
for those in need of one.  Let your usher know if you 
desire to use one. 

 

Facebook 
 
If you’re a Facebook member, search for “Messiah Grand 
Rapids” to find our new page.  Click on the “Like” button 
near the top to have daily devotions and event reminders 
posted direct to your live feed.  And be sure to 
recommend our page to all your Facebook friends! 

mailto:pastor.bartzsch@messiahgr.org
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A Welcoming Congregation 
 

As we look forward to the rest of 2012, all of us are 
called to continue showing friendship & hospitality to 
all our brothers & sisters in Christ at Messiah, along 
with our visitors. Here are some ways you can be part 
of it: 
 

 Wear your name tag. Be sure to put it on as soon 
as possible after you’re here.  It’s an easy way 
to identify yourself to others who may not 
know you. 

 Say hello to someone you don’t know. They might 
be long-time members you’ve never met, 
visitors attending for the first time, or regular 
guests. Whoever they are, it’s worth getting to 
know them better. 

 Bring others into your conversation.  You may 
introduce your new acquaintances to someone 
else!  The more faces people know, the better. 

 Invite new acquaintances for coffee & goodies. We 
serve continental breakfast in the fellowship 
hall after every 8:30 service, as well as coffee 
& cookies in the fellowship hall after every 11 
am service. 

  

Thanks for your help in showing the welcoming love 
of Christ to others in our fellowship and beyond! 
 
 

Altar Guild Meeting 
 
The next Altar Guild Meeting will 
be held Saturday, February 4th, 
beginning with Continental 
Breakfast at 9 am, followed by the 
meeting at 9:30 am.  Team leaders 
please notify your group of this IMPORTANT 
meeting as the seasons of Lent and Easter are coming 
soon.  If you have any questions see Marian 
Meehleder.  All ladies who are interested in serving 
the Lord in this special way are asked to come.  If you 
are not currently a member, but think you might like 
to serve, just come!  Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

Midweek Lenten Services 
 
Our Midweek Lenten Services begin Ash 
Wednesday, February 22nd.  Service times are 11 am 
and 7 pm.  A meal will be served prior to the evening 
service starting at 6 pm.  During Lent the 
Pre/Confirmation classes will meet from 5:30 – 6:30 
pm. 
 
 

Lenten Coin Folders 
 
Lenten Coin Folders which hold quarters 
are available during Lent at the Welcome 
Center.  Monies received from these folders 
help our “For Others Fund.”  Give 
generously so if help is needed by members 
or those known to members we might be of 
assistance.  Coin folders may be turned in to 
the offering plate during Lent or on Easter morning. 
 
 

Super Bowl Party at Khodlsô 
 

All members of Messiah are invited 
to come to the Khodls, 8395 Five 
Mile Road in Ada and watch the 
Super Bowl with friends from 
Messiah.  Start gathering around 

5:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 5th.  Weather 
permitting, there will be sledding and other outdoor 
activities.  Those coming are asked to bring their 
drinks and a snack to share.  Come and enjoy! 
 
 

Junior High News 
 
The Junior High youth group is planning a Child Care 
Night for Friday, February 10 from 5 to 8 pm. As a 
gift to our church & preschool families, the youth will 
babysit your children for free while you enjoy dinner, 
shopping, or just a few hours of quiet!  Watch for 
more details coming soon. 
 
Junior High Sunday Night for February will be held 
Sunday, February 26 from 6 to 8 pm.  Youth are 
asked to bring a snack to share. 
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Senior High Notes 
 
In February, the Senior High youth group will attend 
a play based on the life of hymn writer Fanny Crosby 
on Saturday, February 4; Marcus Muniz is part of 
the cast for this production. 
 

The Senior High youth are also 
planning their annual Lock-In for 
Friday, February 10.  Bowling, 
service projects, Bible study, 
movies, games, pizza and more 

are on the agenda for this overnight event.  Watch for 
more info on these events coming soon! 
 
Senior High Sunday Night for February is set for 
Sunday, February 19 from 6 to 8 pm.  Youth are 
asked to bring a snack to share. 
 
 

Notes from the Choir Loft 
 
The Choir schedule for February is as follows: 
 
Sunday, 2/5 Senior Choir   8:30 am 
Sunday, 2/12 Rhythm Section & Singers   8:30 & 11 am 
Sunday, 2/19 Senior Choir      8:30 & 11 am 
Wed., 2/22 Senior Choir                           7:00 pm  
Sunday, 2/26 Men’s Chorus   8:30 am 

 
Senior Choir continues its Wednesday practices 
throughout February in the sanctuary.  For the first 
three Wednesdays of the month, we practice from 7 
to 8:15 pm; 
once Lenten services begin, we’ll practice for one 
hour after each Wednesday evening service.  Come & 
try us out; talk to Rick Krueger if you’d like more 
information. 
 
The Rhythm Section & Singers will be practicing 
upcoming anthems on Sundays after the 11 am 
service, beginning January 22.  Singers, guitarists, 
drummers and other instrumentalists are welcome to 
join us; speak to Dale Oldenburg or Rick Krueger for 
more details. 
 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
  
Thanks to all of you for your help and prayers in 
supporting the whole Masih family.  I do realize that 
each of you, congregation and Pastors are so very 
kind and a blessing for us in every hardship and time 
of need.  It is not possible for us to forget our 
thankfulness and blessings that the good Lord has 
showered upon us through all of you.  When 
Immanuel was unable to continue our outreach 
ministry, Messiah opened its arms to hug and hold the 
ministry in His loving lap. That was a big blessing for 
us when Messiah opened their arms to us!  I am soon 
going to be a citizen of the United States of America.  
It is because God used all of you to make this 
happen.  We will never forget all of you who have 
helped us in our very tough and difficult times.  For 
those of you who might want to see me become a 
citizen it will be on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 
at 10:00a.m. at the Gerald R. Ford Museum.  May 
God bless all of the members of 
the Messiah family.  Special thank 
you's for Pastor Hoese, Rick 
Krueger and Pastor Bartzsch for 
their support.  May God protect 
you from all harm and danger 
and keep you safe and give you 
His peace.  Amen! 
  
In Him with lots of prayers, 
  
Pastor Masih 
 
 

Sauerkraut Dinner 
 
Messiah Lutheran Church is hosting its annual 
Sauerkraut Dinner on Sunday February 19 
beginning at noon.  Back by popular demand is 
Schnitzelbank recipe red cabbage.  So this year the 
menu will be roast pork, sauerkraut, red cabbage, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, applesauce, 
assorted breads, desserts and drinks.  The cost is 
$7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 4-12 with 3 
and under being free.  You may reserve your tickets 
by calling the church office or by contacting Dan 
Hula (204-5204) or you can just show up and enjoy 
this traditional German feast. 
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LWML Rapid Waters Zone 
Womenõs Retreat 

 
Saturday, February 25th 

8:30 am ð 2:30 pm 
At Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 

Greenville 

Registration Fee - $10 
 

LADIES, YOU ARE TREASURED!  You are the 
precious, treasured possession of our heavenly Father, 
who sought you and claimed you as His own in 
Christ!    Gifts of Love will be collected for West 
Michigan Lutheran High School of computer and 
notebook paper, pencils, tape, staples, and general 
office supplies.  RSVP to Shirley Hoese by February 
18th.  Invite your friends and plan to be there. 
 
 

Parent/Grandparent Day at 
Sunday School 
 
Families of our Sunday School children are invited to 
join them in class on Sunday, February 12 at 9:45 
am to experience what your child does during a 
typical Sunday School hour.  Watch for your 
invitation to come home soon, and plan to support 
your child’s growing faith in this special way. 
 
 
 

Messiahôs Food Pantry: 
  
Our Social Ministry’s committee is again asking for 
the congregation’s help. Our food pantry is running 
very low and we have a few of our church families 
that need help. We know that you did so much when 
we asked for food items during Thanksgiving and 
Christmas as 25 baskets were given. Could not have 
done that without your support. Now, we are asking 
for your help again! God bless all of you and thanks 
for your support. The food table will be in the 
narthex February and March. 
 

From the Trustees: 
 
The Trustees do have a number of projects to take 
care of in the 2012 year.  However, if anyone sees 
anything that looks like it needs attention at the 
church or on the church property please contact one 
of the trustees or leave a note in our mailbox. 

Thank you, 
Board of Trustees 

 
 

Success in High School and Beyond 
 
This is an informational meeting for all 7th and 8th 
grade students and their parents to take a look at high 
school courses, activities and expectations.  Guidance 
and suggestions will be available from faculty and 
staff of Lutheran High.  This will be an excellent 
opportunity to begin a dialogue with your child 
regarding their aspirations for education and personal 
development in High School and College. 
 

At Immanuel- St. James Church & School 
Thursday, February 16- 7pm 

At St. Mark Lutheran Church & School 
Tuesday, February 21- 6:30pm 

 
 

Lands of the Bible Cruise 
 

      
 

You’re invited to join Pastor Rick Boshoven, Dr. Paul 
L. Maier and others on a 15–day Lands of the Bible 
cruise this fall.  If you’ve always wanted to visit the 
Holy Land, don’t miss this opportunity.  This trip 
beginning September 13th includes not only 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem, but also the ancient 
pyramids, the Roman Colosseum, and historic sites in 
Greece and Turkey.  Pastor Boshoven of Trinity 
Memorial Lutheran Church of Merrillville, IN will 
serve as host for the trip.  Prices start at $3,098 per 
person and include international airfare, guided shore 
excursions and most meals.  See the flier on the 
bulletin board by the kitchen for more information. 
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Investments Help Share the Gospel 
 
Church Extension Fund investments earn more than 
a competitive interest rate:  they make funds available 
for loans and services to churches, schools and 
church workers, all with the divine purpose of 
furthering the Lord’s work.  Contact CEF for the 
latest information on investment interest rates at 800-
242-3944, visit www.mi-cef.org or Richard Tank at 
690-4525.  
(This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy. Offers for sales 
of securities are by Offering Circular only. The securities are subject to 
certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular. CEF investments 
are not SPIC or FDIC insured deposit accounts.) 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

 For those with ongoing 
health concerns:  

 Gene Gerke;  Jack Keller; 
 Simon Leavitt, grandson of Bob and Jan Ringel; 

 Sarah Holtzen, niece of Pete & Sherry Garchow; 
Elizabeth Peacock, cousin of Sharon Fahling; 

 Marguerite Hamilton, friend of Jackie Cobb; and 
Bob Easdon, brother-in-law of Jackie Cobb. 

 

 For our missionaries:  
 Pastor Masih and Pastor Muhly. 
 

 For those serving in the military:  
Chris Gentz, grand nephew of Phil Fahling; 

Ken Oldenburg, son of Dale & Betsie Oldenburg; 
and Eric Gerke and Ryan Gerke, grandsons of 

Gene & Judy Gerke; 

and Cody Inman, grandson of Sandy Inman. 
 

Reminder: Those for whom prayers are requested will be placed 
in the bulletin for 2 weeks, and if a second request is received for 
an additional 2 weeks.  Then that name will be removed.  If a 
third request is received, or if it is requested, that name will 
move from the bulletin to the list of prayer requests published in 
the monthly newsletter.  A portion of this complete list will be 
published weekly in the bulletin.  Please remember to keep the 
church office informed of changes to the prayer list.  Finally, for 
privacy reasons, requests need to come from the individual or 
family for whom the prayers are requested, or from one who 
asks specifically to be included on our prayer list. 
 
 
***THE BOARD OF ELDERS is seeking the congregation's 
assistance in obtaining updated contact information for Mr. 
NATHAN BRINLEY. If you are able to provide this please give 
the information to Pastor or the church office.*** 

NEW EMAIL FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS- From 
now on please send all prayer requests, 
bulletin and newsletter announcements to: 

office@messiahgr.org 

 
 

Church Council Gleanings 
 

 Council recommends that e-mail addresses be 
included in the next printing of the directory. 
This will aid in communication between 
members. More information will be forthcoming. 
 

 We are currently in the process of comparing 
different options for replacing our organ. 
Different instruments will be tested during 
services and your input is welcome.  
 

 Many thanks to Dick Wilson and Kurt 
Veitengruber for their hard work in getting our 
new keypad system up and running so smoothly! 

 
 

Youth Room Project 
 
During the past year, our youth room has taken on a 
new look!  However, our redecorating efforts are not 
quite complete.  We are in need of two couch 
slipcovers (full-sofa and love seat sized).  Due to cost, 
we would love to get these secondhand, discount 
priced or handmade.  If anyone could help us locate, 
or know of anyone that would be willing to sew for 
us, please talk to Lori Kearney or Tammy Ahrens.  
Thank you! 
 
 

Endowment Fund Grants Available 
  
The Finance Committee will be accepting requests for 
grants from the endowment fund.  Requests are being 
accepted for Preschool, Music and General purposes. 
Please submit all requests to the Treasurer’s mailbox 
(located in the mailboxes near the church office) by 
Sunday, February 26th.  Grant requests will be 
reviewed at the March Finance Committee meeting. 
 

mailto:office@messiahgr.org
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Worship for Shut-Ins 
 
“Worship for Shut-Ins” is a Lutheran television 30 
minute worship service.  There are no commercials or 
repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, 
but a special taping done just for the viewer at home, 
who is shut-in or who doesn’t attend church for 
whatever reason.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally 
Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 
21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and 
DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed 
online at www.worshipforshutins.org  
 
February 5, 2012 - Mark 1:29-39 
"Christ's Activity, and Our Life" 
 

February 12, 2012 - 2 Kings 5:1-14 
"Too Simple" 
 

February 19, 2012 - Mark 9:9 
"See, Listen, Now Tell" 
 

February 26, 2012 - Mark 1:9-15 
"Clashes in Christ" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 13 Puzzle 
 
Across 
 
3 What am I who has faith to move mountains  

but no love? 
5 Love hopes and what? 
7 What sort of ways were behind me when I  

became a man? 
8 Love does not what? 
 
Down 
 
1 Love keeps no record of what? 
2 What is patient and kind? 
4 I gain nothing if without love I give all I  

possess to the poor and surrender my body to  
what? 

5 What gift have I, if I can fathom all mysteries? 
6 Love does not delight in what? 
7 If I speak in tongue of angels without love I  

am only a clanging what? 

 

http://www.worshipforshutins.org/

