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Messiah Messenger  
August 2017 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AN UPDATE FROM SRI LANKA 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As many of you know, some of our For Others Fund goes to support Pastor and Rosy Masih’s daughter 
Tahseen, her husband Imran, and their four children who are living as refugees from Pakistan in Sri 
Lanka. We continue to pray that an avenue would be opened for them to emigrate to either the United 
States or Canada in the near future. 

I had an opportunity to ask Tahseen a few questions about their life in Sri Lanka thanks to the 
technology of Facebook Messenger, and thought you all might like to know a little more about what’s 
going on. 

Where in Sri Lanka are you living? “We live in the city of Negombo.” FACTS ABOUT NEGOMBO: 
Negombo is the 4th largest city in Sri Lanka. It is located on the western coast of Sri Lanka, about 22 miles 
north of the largest city – Colombo. The main international airport for Sri Lanka is in Negombo.  
Negombo is a very Western, modern city. Although Sri Lanka is over 70% Buddhist, and under 10% 
Christian, Negombo itself is over 60% Roman Catholic! It has a nickname of “Little Rome” because of all 
the churches. 

What are you and Imran able to enjoy? “We are doing well and very much enjoy our time with our 
children. The days are a little hard, but we trust in God and one day everything will be OK. We are both 
Sunday School teachers, and I will try to send you some of our hymn songs and a drama we did from 
Luke 15:11-32.” 

Tell us a little about each of the children. “My son Ryan is my oldest. He is 9 years old. He is going to 
school and likes to study and play. My daughter Trinity (who we call Riya) is next. She just celebrated her 
7th birthday on July 25th. She also goes to school and is very interested in her studies. Maybe when she 
grows up she will become a teacher because she likes to study all the time. The twins are next –  
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AN UPDATE FROM SRI LANKA (cont.) 

daughter Leslie Rose is 11 months old and ‘fights’ with us all the time. [You parents will know what 
Tahseen means by that!] Daughter Railey Rahat is also 11 months old and always wants mom and 
brother Ryan. The twins’ first birthday is August 19th – please pray for them!” 

We know a main prayer for all of you is that you can come to North America. Is there anything else we 
can pray about for you all?  “Thank you so much for your prayers and yes, please pray for all our family 
that we may continue to live together with our sweet children. I know in my married life there have 
been so many difficulties, but the Bible says if God joined you no man can separate you. So we trust in 
God and our faith is strong so nobody can separate us.” 
 
I hope you enjoyed this little insight into Tahseen and her family, and that you also join with me in 
keeping them in our prayers AND appreciating all that God has given to us here!!! 
 
Your brother and servant in Christ, 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 

Messiah Updates and August Events 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES: Sunday mornings at 9:00 am, ending on Sunday, August 27th.  Sunday 
School & Bible Class will be held at 10:15 am.  We also will be offering a Monday evening service at 7:00 
pm through August 28th. 
 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL is looking for a part time Teacher for the Terrific Threes class.  Class 
meets on Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 to 11:30 September to May.  A qualified applicant will have 
an Associates degree or higher in Early Childhood.  Please submit an up to date resume to:  
smestadv@messiahgr.org” 
 
PASTOR AWAY – Pastor Bartzsch will be on vacation from Tuesday, August 1st through Sunday, August 
6th. He will not be checking emails during this time. Following vacation, Pastor will be at Continuing 
Education in Charlottesville, VA from Monday, August 7th through Thursday, August 10th, returning to 
the office on Saturday, August 12th.  He will be answering email during this time. If there are any 
pastoral care emergencies while Pastor is away, please contact the church office (363-2553) first, and if 
you need to leave a message, then call Rev. Jason Peterson of St. Peter’s Rockford at (734) 645-4353. 
 
MESSIAH NIGHT AT THE MOVIES -  Pastor and Daina were privileged to have seen a preview of a new 
movie, “ALL SAINTS”, a couple of months ago. Now that it’s coming to the theaters, we’d like to invite 
you to join us for a night at the movies on Thursday, August 24th at 7 PM at Celebration Cinema North 
on the Beltline. Tickets will be $8.00, and there are a couple of discounted concession options. See the 
signup sheets at the Welcome Center and in Bible Class. I hope you can join us! 

ALL SAINTS is based on the inspiring true story of salesman-turned-Episcopal pastor Michael Spurlock, 
the tiny church he was ordered to shut down, and a group of refugees from Southeast Asia, the Karen 
people from Myanmar (Burma). See how a community of believers rallies to reach out to those in need, 
only to receive far more than they dared imagine. 
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KENT COUNTY LUTHERAN OUTREACH FOR THE BLIND:  Twice a year, in April and August, Messiah"s 
Service Guild provides a dinner to the Blind Ministry in our community.  Anywhere from 8-15 attend for 
fellowship, a bible study and a dinner.  We will again have this opportunity on Saturday, August 26th and 
will need your support in furnishing the food and volunteering to help serve on a one to one basis. If you 
are interested in helping, please contact Elaine Jingles at 458-1418 for more details. 
 
MEN’S RETREAT COMING! SEPT 22nd-24th – Save the dates! The Messiah men will be retreating to Camp 
Concordia in Gowen from Friday, September 22nd at 6 PM until Sunday, September 24th at 1 PM.  2 
nights lodging, 5 meals (Friday dinner through Sunday breakfast), fun and games both indoor and 
outdoor, campfires, a multi-session Bible study, and Sunday morning worship will all be included for less 
than $40 pp. A golf outing on Saturday will be available at an additional cost. Join us as we gather 
around God’s Word and grow together as men serving our Lord! Watch for details and signups this 
month. 
 

DON’T FORGET GOD WHILE ON VACATION 
Worship at a Lutheran Church Missouri Synod congregation while you’re on vacation!  If you 
want to locate a church in advance, use the LCMS website to find a church where you can 
worship.  Here’s how: 
 

 go to www.lcms.org 
 click on “Find a . . .” on the page’s top right corner 
 fill in city, state, zip and range fields to search for a church 
 click on congregations listed to get particulars: address, phone, service times. 
 Remember your church, Messiah, before you leave by giving your weekly offerings. 

 
CONFIRMATION & PRE-CONFIRMATION 
PARENTS OF CHILDREN ENTERING 5th thru 8th GRADES – Over the last couple of years we’ve 
experienced numerous conflicts with outside activities in having Confirmation and Pre-Confirmation on 
Wednesdays. We also wind up switching the times during Advent and Lent. For the 2017-2018 
“education year,” we are considering moving classes to Mondays from 6-7 PM. But it depends on what 
works best for the greatest number. So please email Pastor Bartzsch at pastor.bartzsch@messiahgr.org 
by August 15th with 

a) your preference:  
      1) Mondays from 6-7 PM, starting September 18th, or 
      2) Wednesdays from 6-7 PM, starting September 20th. (Start time changes to 5:30 PM in Advent 

and Lent); and  

b) which children will be enrolled in 
       1)    Confirmation – (entering 7th-8th grades) 
       2)    Pre-Confirmation – (entering 5th-6th grades)         

Thank you for your commitment to your child’s Christian education! – Pastor Bartzsch 
 
LIFELIGHT: FALL BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
In 2016 our LifeLight Studies were on the book of Job and a topical study of the Triune God.  This past 
winter we studied the Gospel of Mark.  This fall we will study the Book of Revelation.   
The Book of Revelation holds great fascination for Christians and has done so ever since it was written. 
As we see the uncertainty that exists in the world around us, it is natural to wonder what the future 
holds.  Since the opening verse of the book declares that God gave this Revelation to the disciple John,  
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LIFELIGHT: FALL BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION (cont.) 
 
“to show to His servants the things that must soon take place” (Revelation1:1), many people throughout 
the history of the church have carefully scrutinized the book in an effort to find specific predictions of 
today’s events in the events announced in the visions.  That is still going on today.  Inevitably, they are 
disappointed, for they fail to see that the real purpose of the book is to give comfort to Christians at all 
times.  When God’s people fear that the world is raging out of control, they see here that God is always 
in control of history. 
 
Fall classes begin after Labor Day.  Classes are offered Sunday mornings at 9:45 am starting September 
17th, Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am starting September 19th and Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm 
starting on September 20th. 
 

LifeLight is a 9-week Bible Study open to everyone.   Student guides are available in the Welcome center 
or may be picked up at the first class session.  
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from  
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard l loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and will be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  
Revelation 21:1-4 
 
Have a great summer and we will plan to see you in September at LifeLight. 
 

REFORMATION 500 NEWS:  The Michigan District-wide Reformation Worship 

Service will be held on Sunday, October 15th at Michigan State University’s 

Breslin Center in East Lansing.  Doors will open at 2 pm, with a preservice 

concert at 4 pm and the service at 5 pm.  Dr. Patrick Ferry of Concordia 

University-Wisconsin will be the preacher; the concert and service will feature a 

900-voice adult choir (including members of Messiah) and 175-voice youth 

choir. 

Messiah will hold one service on October 15th at 10 am, to encourage as many members as possible to 
also attend the afternoon service in East Lansing.  The District is organizing seating by congregation; to 
get your free tickets, please register online at www.herewestand.michigandistrict.org/500th-anniversary 
by Monday, September 5th (Choir members already have seats reserved, and don’t need to 
register.)  Once you’ve registered, sign up at our Welcome Center or in Adult Bible Class to let us know 
you’re coming; you can also let us know if you’re interested in group transportation to the service. 
If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Rick Krueger or Messiah’s ticket captain, 
Randy Gerke.  The Michigan District also has more information at their “Here We Stand” website!  
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Women’s Ministry 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner, 5:00 pm, on Thursday, August 24th, at Timbers Restaurant, 
6555 Belding Road, Rockford, MI  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
CATCH THE AUGUST SCHOOL SUPPLY SALES - The Social Ministries Committee is coordinating another 
Lutheran World Relief School Bag Project, starting in August.  Bag materials will be provided by a 
Thrivent Action Team Grant, and Millie Rathbun has volunteered to sew the bags.  how can everyone 
provide assistance in this worthwhile project??  Supplies requested by Lutheran World Relief for each 
bag are as follows: 
 
(You only need to provide individual items not the whole list) 

 4 - 8"x 10-1/2" 70-page spiral notebooks, wide- or college-ruled (no loose leaf paper). 

 1 pair blunt scissors 

 1 24-count crayon box 

 1 - ruler, 30 centimeters, or with centimeters on one side and inches on the other side 

 5 - #2 unsharpened pencils with erasers 

 1 - 2-1/2" eraser 

 1 - pencil sharpener 

 5 - ballpoint pens, blue or black (no gel pens, please) 
 
A collection center will be located near the Welcome Center until September 30th.  Any leftover school 
supplies will be donated to the Northview School System.   In October 2016, the Messiah school back 
packs were sent to Honduras, together with the quilts.  Thank you for providing assistance to further 
education to students in need.  Contact person:  Sandy Ryan. 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
Singing the Faith invites everyone to discover God’s Word proclaimed in the rich heritage of music that 
faithfully confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; this four-week class concludes on Sunday, July 30th & 
August 6th at 10:15 am in the fellowship hall. 
 
Starting on Sunday, August 13th, Adult Bible Class will focus on insights gleaned from May’s Connect to 
Disciple workshop.  Based on materials prepared by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod’s Witness & 
Outreach Ministry, we’ll see how God’s Word speaks to these topics and more: 

 What is outreach?  Is it different from witnessing? 

 What does the New Testament say about outreach & witnessing? 

 What’s the goal of our outreach at Messiah?   

 What approach to outreach fits our context? 

 How can the results of our congregational survey help us grow in witnessing & outreach? 

 How can all of us be part of Messiah’s outreach efforts? 
 
Hope you to see you on Sundays at 10:15 am! 
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CALLING ALL MUSIC MAKERS! 
“I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations.” 
(Psalm 108:3) 
 
When we gather for worship, God lovingly serves us through His Holy Word and Sacraments.  
Responding to God’s love, we use His gift of music to pray, praise, proclaim and recount the story of His 
grace in song! 
 
Messiah’s music ensembles lead and support our musical praises in worship.  As we gear for another 
year of activity, you can help by participating in these groups: 
 

 The Senior Choir sings for two Sundays a month (usually once at 8:30 am and once at 11 am), 
helps introduce new hymns and songs, and leads service music.  They also sing for festivals 
(Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Midnight, Transfiguration of our Lord, Easter, Pentecost) and other 
special services (such as our annual Ascension service with St. Peter-Rockford). Weekly practices 
will start Wednesday, September 6th, lasting from 7 to 8:15 pm.   

 The Rhythm Section and Singers sing folk, gospel & contemporary anthems, help introduce new 
hymns & songs, and lead service music. The group plays and sings once a month for both 
services; they practice on an as-needed basis, usually on Wednesdays at 8:15 pm or Thursdays 
at 7 pm, with occasional practices on Saturday mornings. 

 The Junior Choir is for children in grades 3-8.  Kids will learn service music and hymns for 
Sundays, work on special music for 1 or 2 services (including Thanksgiving Eve, November 22nd) 
and get a head start on music for Advent & Christmas.  Practices will be scheduled on the same 
day as Pre-Confirmation and Junior Confirmation classes; watch for further information coming 
soon! 

 Instrumental Ensembles (brass, woodwinds, strings and percussion) play for the festivals 
mentioned above, and throughout the year on an as-needed basis. 

 
If any of these musical groups interest you, please contact Rick Krueger for more details!  
 
WORSHIP IN AUGUST 
The Time of the Church continues in August, as the Gospel readings focus on miracles of Jesus as 
recorded by Matthew.   Our altar, pulpit and lectern covers remain green as we keep feeding in the rich 
pastures of our Good Shepherd. 
 
Divine Service, Setting Three in Lutheran Service Book will be our order for communion services.  The 
Service of Prayer & Preaching and Matins will be used on non-communion weekends; we’ll use the 
spoken Prayer at the Close of the Day on Monday, August 24.  We’ll also continue Praying the Catechism 
in worship, with the Lord’s Prayer as our focus through August.  Be sure to watch for installments of Kids 
in the Divine Service, Words We Sing in Worship (about our order of service) and What Does This Mean 
(with definitions of “worship words”) in our service folders. 
 
In all of this, we pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper will strengthen 
your faith and empower you to share God’s love in Christ with the people in your life! 
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CONFIRMATION PRAYER PARTNERS NEEDED! 
Are you willing to pray for and support one of our junior confirmands in the coming year as they grow in 
their faith?  We’re looking for Confirmation Prayer Partners as another year of instruction starts.  If 
you’d like to make a positive difference in a young Christian’s life, contact Rick Krueger.  Thanks!  
 
 

Other Items 
 

Thank you so much for all the prayers, cards and calls, that expressed concern 
upon the death of Selma.  God bless you all.  Thanks, Barb & Max Conner 
 

 
BUILDING AN EMERGENCY SAVINGS FUND: 
Building an emergency savings fund is the top goal of American Savers. Nearly a third of Savers today 
have chosen “emergency savings” as their first wealth-building goal. A Church Extension Fund 
ExtensionPlus account is an investment that builds over time with automatic cash transfers (ACT) and 
earned interest. You can access the funds easily in the case of an unexpected expense and keep from 
using a high-interest credit card. To learn more call Church Extension Fund at 800.242.3944 or visit them 
online at www.mi-cef.org 
Bill Burmeister 
Church Extension Fund – Michigan District 
800-242-3944   bill.burmeister@mi-cef.org 

 
 

WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS - “Worship for Shut-Ins” is a Lutheran television 30 minute 
worship service with no commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning 
service, but a special taping done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs 
locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), 

AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at 
www.worshipforshutins.org 

 
August 6, 2017 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 13) 
 “Jesus Takes Care of Hunger” - Sermon Text: Matthew 14:13-21 - Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III 
 
August 13, 2017 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 14) 
 “Faith’s Focus” - Sermon Text: Matthew 14:22-33 – Rev. James L. Elsner 
 
August 20, 2017 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 15) 
 “In Praise of Leftovers” - Sermon Text: Matthew 15:21-28 - Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Ahlersmeyer 
 
August 27, 2017 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 16) 
 “Rock of Ages” - Sermon Text: Matthew 16:13-20 - Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker 
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IN OUR PRAYERS:   
 
 
 

 Those with immediate prayer concerns: MaryAnn Snell, Duane Ambrose, Toni Dells, friend of 
Bill & Rita VanEtten; Cindy Larson, daughter-in-law of Elaine Jingles; Pat Ball, friend of Joe & 
Becky Buss; Brian Markin, brother-in-law of Joe & Becky Buss; Correne Cober, former member; 
Annelies Deuel mother-in-law of Carla Bartman; Elaine Jingles, Wilma Mitchell, friend of Victor 
VanEtten; Peter VanLente, nephew of Judy Spencer; Bob Mates, Blind Ministry contact; Heather 
Hilton-Lynch, daughter of Sam & Joann Hilton; Doug Davis, brother of Al Davis; Logan, great 
grandson of Sharon Navarre; Steffanie Andrus, daughter-in-law of Colleen Andrus; Marian 
Meehleder, Nancy Jackson, mother of Phil & Sharon Fahling’s son-in-law; Donna Nicol; Dennis 
Claypool, friend of Victor VanEtten and Dave Merkle. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Barbara & Dawn Feorene, sister and niece of Elaine 
Jingles; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Paul Garchow, brother of Pete Garchow; Gen 
Abrams, past Chairman of our Rapid Waters Zone LWML; Alexis White, granddaughter of Rev. & 
Rosy Masih; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Jessica 
Santa Clara; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of 
Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Dan Gerke, son of Judy Gerke; 
Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill & Diane Legate; Randy Tanis, great nephew of Marcie Merkle, 
Jacob Teeple, grand nephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee 
Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of Carla 
Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 For Tahseen Kanwal (daughter of Pastor and Rosy Masih) and husband, Imran, their children 

Rain and Trinity and the twins, Riley and Leslie. That they are able to remain in safety and good 
health as refugees in Sri Lanka until the way is made clear for them to join the rest of the family 
here in the United States. 
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SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 


