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Messiah Messenger  
December 2017 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Our focus for Advent/Christmas this year will be centered around the Advent hymn, “Savior of 
the Nations, Come” (LSB 332). This hymn holds special memories for me. At seminary, my first “real” 
class in the fall of 2006 after having gone through summer Greek was Church History I. This course 
covered the period from ~30 AD through 800 AD. Every morning, right at 8 AM, our professor, Dr. 
Weinrich, had the whole class sing this hymn. Why this one? It was written by St. Ambrose of Milan, who 
lived from the years 340-397. Yes – this hymn is over 1500 years old!!!  

The hymn text reflects a life of deep meditation upon the incarnation, life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension of our Lord. The hymn unfolds the gift of the incarnation and the meaning of that event 
for time and eternity. (Our midterm in the class consisted solely of having to write all eight stanzas in the 
hymn from memory!) 

Advent is about comings. The season gives an opportunity for the Church to reflect upon the 
first coming of Christ, His promised glorious return, and the reality of His CONTINUED presence among 
us through Word and Sacraments to the end of the age.  

The hymn focuses beautifully on the two natures of Christ and the full revelation of God in the 
person of Jesus. 

Not by human flesh and blood,  
By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. (LSB 332:2) 

The flesh and blood of the God-man brings our salvation. God has become one of us. He has 
been eternally joined to the stuff of Mary’s womb so that He might be present for us. And this is a gift of 
God, a work of the Spirit. The mystery of the incarnation causes all of us to think about the sacrificial 
love of God. To be fully one of us, to share with us in all things, to know no sin, and yet to become sin for 
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us, that’s the stuff that causes all creation to fall at His feet and worship. There is no greater love of God 
than the work of Jesus Christ in rescuing falling creation. Here is the pure Gospel! 

I invite you to join us on our Advent Wednesdays for 11:00 AM or 7:00 PM services on 
December 6th and 13th.  There will be dinners at 6:00 PM before the evening services. On the 20th, we’ll 
have a “regular” Advent service in the morning, and “Reflections” at 7:00 PM. No meal on the 20th, but 
we’ll have coffee and cookie fellowship after the service right in the foyer. It will be a nice, relaxing 
Christ-centered time to invite friends and neighbors to as we continue to pray: Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 
 
Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 

Messiah Updates & December Events 
 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS - It’s time to renew subscriptions to the official periodical of the LCMS.  A 
sample copy is available for you to review at the Welcome Center, along with envelopes for those who 
would like to begin receiving the magazine.  Current subscribers received a renewal envelope in their 
mailbox.  Envelopes with payment of $11.60 must be in by Friday, December 8th. 
 
HELP BEAUTIFY THE SANCTUARY THIS CHRISTMAS by signing up to order a Poinsettia plant that will be 

placed in the sanctuary during the Christmas season.  Plants cost $6, and come in red, white, 
or marbled colors.  A sign-up sheet is at the welcome center.  Orders must be placed by 
Sunday, December 10th.  You may take your plant home following the Christmas morning 
service. 

 
ADVENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Each Wednesday (December 6th, 13th, and 20th) we will have a service at 11 am and at 7 pm. A light 
supper will be served starting at 6 pm for the evening service, except for December 20th in the evening, 
which will be our Christmas Reflections service. 
 
REFLECTIONS SERVICE: The ALTAR GUILD is doing something different the evening of REFLECTIONS, 
December 20th, 7:00 pm.  Instead of serving dinner before the service, we will have a cookie RECEPTION 
in the Sanctuary Foyer afterward.  Punch, Hot Cider, Coffee and Cookies will be served in a candlelight 
setting.  There will not be a dinner served that evening.  We hope that the mood of reflection on the 
greatness of Jesus' birth will be reinforced for you and your family in fellowship with others.  We 
welcome feedback on this idea afterward.  Bring a friend! 
 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Children’s Christmas Service   Sunday, December 10th, 11 am 
Preschool Christmas Service   Tuesday, December 12th, 6:30 pm 
Christmas Reflections    Wednesday, December 20th, 7 pm 
Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service Sunday, December 24th, 7 pm 
Christmas Eve Communion Candlelight Service Sunday, December 24th, 11 pm 
Christmas Day Communion Service  Monday, December 25th, 10 am 
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Messiah Updates & December Events Con’t: 
 
GOODIE BAG HELP:  The children's Christmas program is on December 10th, we are looking for a few 
donations of items to put in the children's goodie bags that they receive after the program.  If you would 
like to donate, please see the sign up on the welcome center.  All donations are asked to be at the 
church by Friday, December 8th   If you have any questions, please contact Laura Bareno. 
 
ADVENT COIN FOLDERS 
Advent coin folders are available at the Welcome Center.  Offerings given are designated for Messiah’s 
"For Others" fund, which assists members and those known to us who have critical financial needs.  
Collection folders which hold quarters or dollar bills are both available.  Place your filled folder in the 
offering plate at one of the services during the Advent–Christmas season.  God bless you for your 
generosity. 
 
SHARE CHRISTMAS GREETINGS –The Christmas Card board is up!!!!! As an alternative to purchasing, 
addressing, and distributing Christmas cards to each other at Messiah, the Social Ministry Committee is 
inviting you to participate in a charitable project. Just sign a card, include a $5.00 donation, designating 
“Messiah Christmas Card” on the envelope, and put it in Shirley Kremm’s mailbox. All cards with 
Christmas greetings will be displayed on the large decorated board located in the sanctuary foyer. All 
monies will be used to stock Messiah’s Food Pantry. Contact Shirley or Dody Reinke with questions. 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM REHEARSAL DATES Messiah Lutheran Sunday School 
 
Saturday, December 9th 9:30am – 12:00pm    All Grades, 

                             dress rehearsal/pizza party 
Sunday, December 10th Program, during 11:00 service                We will practice one last 

time during Sunday 
school hour 

**Pizza Party will be from 11:30am till noon on the 9th.  Parent pick up at noon please. 
 

Advent Prayer Breakfast—Dec. 16, 2017 
In Advent we pray, “Come, Thou long expected Jesus … from our fears and sins release 
us” (LSB 338:1). You are invited to Messiah’s annual Advent Prayer Breakfast set for 
Saturday, December 16th, starting at 9:30 a.m.  After starting with a tasty breakfast 
and winsome fellowship, we’ll gather in the sanctuary for song, Scripture and prayer.  

Come and join us.   Sign-up at the Welcome Center. 
 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

We will furnish CHRISTmas baskets for needy families within our church and from our 
neighborhood via NECM.  You will see the Table set up in the foyer.  As usual we will have 
sign up list of items needed and the amount we need to collect.   Please mark off what items 
you can provide and the amount.  There will also be envelopes if you'd like to give a 

monetary donation.   
 
DELIVERY DRIVERS are needed for the CHRISTmas baskets.  We can't do this without your help. Can you 
give a few hours of your time on December 16th to help bring a Holiday meal to a family in need?  
Please, please sign up at the table.  THANK YOU and GOD's blessings!!!!   Joe and Becky Buss 
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES FOOD PANTRY, wants to thank all of you who 
helped fill our cupboards again. A GREAT SUCCESS. Blessings to all! 
 

 
DEAR MEMBERS OF MESSIAH, 

As winter approaches and our calendar year draws to a close, it is our custom to reflect on the 
Advent of our King. We give thanks and praise to the Lord for all His gifts to us, and especially 

the gift of our Savior. We also take this time to thank our brothers and sisters in Christ for their 
service to us. 

As in recent years, a box for cards and gifts will be available in the narthex of the church. If you would 
like to thank our staff for the many ways they serve us day to day, please place your items in the box by 
December 24th. The gifts will be presented at the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service. Please make sure to 
place the recipient's name on your card or gift. 

Our Messiah staff members are: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch – Pastor, Rick Krueger - Parish Assistant 
Sandy Goodlander - Office Manager, Millie Rathbun - Office Assistant 
Vonda Smestad – Preschool Director, Chris Jost – Custodian 

Thank you, and may God bless you this Christmas and in the year to come. 

Jonathan Chaffer, President 

LIFELIGHT:  HEAVEN AND HELL 
Our Fall LifeLight Bible Study groups completed their study of Revelation and are in recess until after 
Christmas. 

“And the Devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur (Hell), where the beast 
and the false prophet had been thrown.  They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”  
Revelation 20:10 

Through the years we have been blessed by our Triune God and in 2017 we are starting our 27th year of 
LifeLight studies.  Our next LifeLight study is a topical study of Heaven and Hell.  This is the first time we 
have offered this Bible study, starting the first week of January, as scheduled:  Wednesday, January 3 @ 
4:00 pm, Sunday, January 7 @ 9:45 am and Tuesday, January 9 @ 10:30 am 

“Then he (2nd thief) said, Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise. (Heaven).  Luke 
23:42,43 
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
Thanks to the Senior Choir, the Rhythm Section & Singers and our instrumentalists for their 
contributions to worship in November!  The choir schedule for December is as follows: 
 

Sun., 12/3 Senior Choir   8:30 am 
Sun., 12/10 Rhythm & Singers  8:30 am 
                            Sunday School               11:00 am 
Sun., 12/17 Senior Choir               11:00 am 
Wed., 12/20 Senior Choir, Rhythm & Singers  7:00 pm 
Sun., 12/24 Men’s Chorus    7:00 pm 
                           Senior Choir                11:00 pm 

During the Advent season, Senior Choir will practice for one hour after Wednesday evening services on 
December 6th & 13th, working on music for Sundays, Christmas Reflections & Christmas Eve.  It’s a great 
time to try us out!  There will also be practices on Tuesday, December 19th and Thursday, December 
21st at 7 pm.  Following the Christmas season, Senior Choir practices will resume on Wednesday, 
January 3rd at 7 pm. 

REACH OUT WITH GOD’S LOVE 
Christmas is one of the best times of the year to invite unchurched family, friends and colleagues to a 
worship service!  As we look forward to this special time, Messiah’s Board of Evangelism is providing a 
way to help and support you as you share your faith with others.   

This December, invitations to our Christmas Reflections (on Wednesday, December 20th at 7 pm) and 
Christmas Eve services (on Sunday, December 24th at 7 & 11 pm) will be available at the Welcome 
Center for you to take and use in the weeks before Christmas.  These invitations will be available in both 
greeting card and business card formats.  We hope you’ll share them with people in your life who need 
to know the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ.  They’ll be available beginning Sunday, December 3rd. 

Copies of the Winter Community Newsletter are also available at the Welcome Center; this resource 
includes a special message from Pastor Bartzsch and info about December events.  Take a copy and 
share it with a friend! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Caroling to Messiah’s members who are homebound or living in care facilities will take place on 
Saturday, December 9th from 3 to 6 pm.  We’ll gather at church and divide into teams to visit our 
members in the greater Grand Rapids area, then return to church for a potluck supper.  Adults, children 
and families are welcome!  Sign up for this event at the Welcome Center or in Adult Bible class. 

ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS!  Messiah’s Board of Outreach 
is partnering with Northview Public Schools to provide clothes 
and gifts for a family in need this Christmas.  Thanks to everyone 
who chose a gift tag from the Christmas tree in the church foyer; please return your boxed, unwrapped 
gift under the tree by Wednesday, December 13th.  Contact Rick Krueger if you have questions.  Thanks 
for your help!     

 

 

 



6 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk Con’t: 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH SEMINAR 2018: On Saturday, February 10, 2018, Messiah 
will present Every One His Witness!   

Witness is the work each of us Christians are called to do by our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. This seminar is designed to help you be a more faithful and effective 
witness for the sake of those who do not know of Jesus, especially people 
whom the Lord has already brought into relationship with us in our everyday 
lives.  

Witnessing is our work of planting and watering the seed of God’s Word with the joyful expectation that 
the Lord will, where it pleases Him, provide the growth.  At Every One His Witness, you’ll discover : 

 What is witnessing? 

 Why do we witness?  

 A simple approach to witnessing called LASSIE — Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, 
Encourage! 

Every One His Witness will be led by area LCMS pastors and church workers; we’re inviting all the 
congregations in the Grand Rapids area to take part.  We hope you’ll be there, too! Watch for 
registration info coming in January. 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 

ALTAR GUILD:  As usual, the season begins with Thanksgiving and the decorating of the Chancel.  Then 
our Advent services and Christmas services with the beautiful paraments, wreaths, candles and 
Poinsettias that enhance our worship and praise of our dear Savior, Jesus Christ.  May your worship be 
very meaningful to you. 

SANDY’S TRADITION invites the Parish Guild to join them at their Christmas Lunch on Thursday, 
December 14th at Russ’s Restaurant on Alpine Ave at 11:30 am.  At this lunch we ask everyone to bring a 
$5.00 gift for our Christmas Exchange.  Please, no White Elephant.  R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, December 
13th to Pat Hoffman, 784-5817. 
 
 

Other Items 
 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND (CEF) - Make the Difference-Church Extension Fund (CEF) encourages 
everyone to get personally involved in reaching out to the unchurched around many communities in the 
Michigan District.  As investors in CEF, attractive interest rates are paid on investments while these 
dollars are loaned to Michigan District churches and schools at reasonable rates.  Call 800 242 3944 or 
visit www.mi-cef.org for information. 
 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR HELP:  Hosting our blind dinners.  Every month, Our Savior hosts a dinner and 
devotion for the area blind congregants.  We are running short on volunteers, and would love to add 
you to the list!  What does this mean?  This is a twice a year commitment (6 months apart).  It’s usually 
the last Saturday of each month at 5:30pm.  You’d plan the dinner, prepare it, and serve it to 
approximately 10-20 blind people from the area.  Pastor Fleming does devotions after dinner. 
This is a GREAT opportunity to serve as a family!  Grab some friends and host it together! 
Please contact the church office at churchsecretary@oursavior-gr.org for more details and to sign up. 
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Same Program - New Name:  The weekly televised program "Worship for Shut-Ins" will become known 
as "Worship Anew".  Visit www.WorshipForShutIns.org for more information about this exciting news!  

WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television 30 minute worship service with 
no commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special 
taping done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday 
mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), 

and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

December 3, 2017 – First Sunday in Advent 
“Do We or Don’t We?” - Sermon Text: Mark 13:29,33 – Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

December 10, 2017 – Second Sunday in Advent 
“The Trailblazer” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:4 - Rev. James Elsner 

December 17, 2017 – Third Sunday in Advent 
“Good News for a Change!” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 - Rev. William Mueller 

December 24, 2017 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
“A Great Announcement” - Sermon Text: Luke 1:26-38 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 

December 31, 2017 – First Sunday after Christmas 
“Mother and Son” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:22-40 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns: Lorie Tiesly, niece of Sandy Ryan; Mary Ryan, 

daughter-in-law of Sandy Ryan; Emma Gallevo, granddaughter of Tom & Karen Driscoll; Bernice 
Washinifski, friend of Judy Spencer; Wayne Hrabovsky, friend of Victor VanEtten; Pennye Hart, 
sister-in-law of Marcie Merkle; Judy Spencer, Toni Dells, friend of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Cindy 
Larson, daughter-in-law of Elaine Jingles; Correne Cober, former member; Elaine Jingles, Wilma 
Mitchell, friend of Victor VanEtten; Peter VanLente, nephew of Judy Spencer; Bob Mates, Blind 
Ministry contact; Heather Hilton-Lynch, daughter of Sam & Joann Hilton; Doug Davis, brother of 
Al Davis; Nancy Jackson, mother of Phil & Sharon Fahling’s son-in-law; Dennis Claypool, friend 
of Victor VanEtten and Dave Merkle. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine Jingles; Robert Neuman, 
brother of Theona Gee; Paul Garchow, brother of Pete Garchow; Gen Abrams, past Chairman of 
our Rapid Waters Zone LWML; Alexis White, granddaughter of Rev. & Rosy Masih; Dawn 
Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Jessica Santa Clara; Kathy 
Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, 
former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Dan Gerke, son of Judy Gerke; 
Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill & Diane Legate; Randy Tanis, great nephew of Marcie Merkle, 
Jacob Teeple, grand nephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee  
Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of Carla 
Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 For Tahseen Kanwal (daughter of Pastor and Rosy Masih) and husband, Imran, their children 

Rain and Trinity and the twins, Riley and Leslie. That they are able to remain in safety and good 
health as refugees in Sri Lanka until the way is made clear for them to join the rest of the family 
here in the United States. 
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SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 


