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Messiah Messenger  
July 2017 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 In Lutheranism 101 this past week, we read the verse in John 1 that says “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”  There’s something about that idea of God being with us in the flesh, of His 
dwelling with us, that’s so comforting.  In Matthew’s gospel, the magi are described as coming to the 
house where Jesus was living.  Jesus lived in a house and He and Mary and Joseph received visitors.  
That’s so very human.  Maybe in these weeks of summer you’re either receiving visitors into your home 
or are going to be visiting someone else’s home.  You’ll have the chance to visit, to rest, to eat, and 
simply to be together.   

 Many times, we speak about going to the house of the Lord when we gather for church services.  
Psalm 122 prays, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  We start 
thinking as the house of the Lord as a place that we go, but we don’t think about God coming to dwell 
with us.  God DOES come to dwell with us, and Scripture is clear that He comes, not just to pop in, but to 
stay with us.  Think about the story of Zacchaeus: Jesus calls up to him in the tree and says that He’ll go 
to Zacchaeus’s house that day.  Jesus invited Himself over.  But we also consider God’s words in 
Deuteronomy 4: 

“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house … You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  

God commands that His Word should be written on the doors of His people, and that His Word is to be 
heard in their houses when they lie down and when they wake up, and when they sit in their homes.  
Not only do we go to the house of the Lord, but the Lord comes to YOUR house. 

 As we move into the summer, I of course encourage you to continue being regularly in the 
Lord’s house for worship, whether here at Messiah or on your travels. But I also encourage you to keep 
God and His saving Word dwelling with you in your house. The summer can be a time when the family 
finds itself all together more than in the other times of the year. This could be a great time to start or 
restart that habit of daily family devotions. All our church families receive their copies of Portals of 
Prayer, and a new one for July-September is about to start. With your smartphone or tablet, you could 
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get the electronic Portals of Prayer app or the Pray Now! app so your devotions are with you wherever 
you go! If you have a podcast app on your smartphone, you could think about looking for the Lutheran 
Hour daily devotions, if you find yourselves together and able to listen in the car. Gathering around 
God’s Word in your house and as a household will strengthen your faith and build up your family. 

 God continue to bless and keep you as He dwells with you as He has promised, “to the end of 
the age.”  
 
Pastor Bartzsch 
 
 

Messiah Updates and July Events 

 
CARPET CLEANING:  All the church carpets will be professionally cleaned at 9:00 am on Tuesday, July 
25th.  The office will be closed on Wednesday, July 26th, please do not plan any activities at church for 
the rest of the week, as cleaned carpets need time to dry.  Thank you!   The Trustees 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES: This summer we will hold one worship service on Sunday mornings at 
9:00 am, ending on Sunday, August 27th.  Sunday School & Bible Class will be held at 10:15 am.  We also 
will be offering a Monday evening service at 7:00 pm through August 28th. 
 

DON’T FORGET GOD WHILE ON VACATION 
Worship at a Lutheran Church Missouri Synod congregation while you’re on vacation!  If you 
want to locate a church in advance, use the LCMS website to find a church where you can 
worship.  Here’s how: 
 

 go to www.lcms.org 
 click on “Find a . . .” on the page’s top right corner 
 fill in city, state, zip and range fields to search for a church 
 click on congregations listed to get particulars: address, phone, service times. 
 Remember your church, Messiah, before you leave by giving your weekly offerings. 

 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner, 5:00 pm, on Thursday, July 27th, at Licaris Sicilial Kitchen, 
2869 Knapp St.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 

REFORMATION 500 NEWS:  The Michigan District-wide Reformation Worship 

Service will be held on Sunday, October 15th at Michigan State University’s 

Breslin Center in East Lansing.  Doors will open at 2 pm, with a preservice 

concert at 4 pm and the service at 5 pm.  Dr. Patrick Ferry of Concordia 

University-Wisconsin will be the preacher; the concert and service will feature a 

900-voice adult choir (including members of Messiah) and 175-voice youth 

choir. 

Messiah will hold one service on October 15th at 10 am, to encourage as many members as possible to 

also attend the afternoon service in East Lansing.  The District is organizing seating by congregation; to 

get your free tickets, please register online at www.herewestand.michigandistrict.org/500th-anniversary 

by Monday, September 5th (Choir members already have seats reserved, and don’t need to  
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Messiah Updates and July Events Con’t: 
 
register.)  Once you’ve registered, sign up at our Welcome Center or in Adult Bible Class to let us know 

you’re coming; you can also let us know if you’re interested in group transportation to the service. 

If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Rick Krueger or Messiah’s ticket captain, 
Randy Gerke.  The Michigan District also has more information at their “Here We Stand” website!  
 
THANK YOU to all that served at the Mighty Fortress Vacation Bible School.  It took more than 30 
volunteers and a whole lot of food and paper supplies to serve about 65 kids each day. Because of you, 
the children heard the good news that God is our Fortress, Shield, and Deliverer.  Plus they brought in 
almost $500 for our mission fund that will provide Bibles and books about Jesus to those in need.  Thank 
you all so much for your commitment and caring. 

Daina and Kendal 
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 
YARD SALE UPDATE – 2017 
The sale was held on June 17th, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  We couldn’t hold off the rain so we had to 
move inside this year and it worked out just fine. Some of our regular customers said they liked it better 
inside.  A donation of $960.00 will be sent to Safe Haven Ministries.  A big THANK YOU to all our 
volunteers, men and women, who helped to load the Goodwill Truck, cashiers and assistant cashiers and 
all who helped set up before the sale.  Extra tables were supplied by Ted Gerke, son of Randy Gerke.  
Thanks also to Ann Tank and Barbara Brinkman who prepared breakfast and lunch.  A grant was received 
from Thrivent for expenses. 

God bless you all, Judy Gerke and Marian Meehleder. 
 
CORNBREAD FOR GOD’S KITCHEN:  We are in need of 2 bread bakers for delivery to church on July 2nd 
and August 6th.  There is a sign-up sheet on Welcome Center.  Thank you so much for helping with this 
ministry!  Any Questions????  See Judy Gerke or Laura Altemann. 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS: SINGING THE FAITH 
This four week class begins on Sunday, July 16th at 10:15 am in the fellowship hall.  Led by Rick Krueger, 
Singing the Faith invites everyone to discover God’s Word proclaimed in a rich heritage of music that 
faithfully confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 
We’ll dig into the history of Lutheran congregational song in this video-based study, featuring 
internationally known teachers and musicians.  We’ll sing, hear, learn about and discuss lasting, 
powerful hymns and sacred music, from Martin Luther’s groundbreaking efforts to the present day.  It’s 
another great way to get ready for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation this October. 
 
Plan to join us for Singing the Faith, a study that will enrich your heart, mind and spirit! 
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WORSHIP IN JULY 
During July, we go deeper into the Time of the Church, as the Gospel 
readings focus on Jesus’ teachings and parables from the Gospel of 
Matthew.   Our altar, pulpit and lectern covers continue to be green, 
reflecting the rich pastures of our Good Shepherd. 
 
Divine Service, Setting One in Lutheran Service Book will be our order for 

communion services; Matins and Morning Prayer will be used on non-communion Sundays.  We’ll use 
the spoken Prayer at the Close of the Day for our Monday night non-communion services.  We’ll also 
continue our annual practice of Praying the Catechism in worship, completing the Ten Commandments 
and moving on to the Apostles’ Creed.  Finally, watch for new, updated installments of Kids in the Divine 
Service in our July service folders. 
 
In all of this, we pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper will strengthen 
your faith and empower you to share God’s love in Christ with the people in your life!     
 
SINGING A NEW SONG 
Starting in July, we’ll be adding the new contemporary songs introduced in the past year to our Songs 
for the Divine Service supplement.  We need help trimming and punching holes in the supplement’s new 
pages, then inserting them into all copies.  If you can help, even for an hour or two, please contact Rick 
Krueger.  Thanks! 
 
 

Other Items 
 
THRIVENT MEMBERS -  
Remember, there are two methods for you to use Thrivent dollars for community projects and non-
profit charities.   

1. Thrivent Action Teams - A Thrivent member may form a team twice per year for a community 
service project and apply to receive $250 seed money per project. (One time per year for 
associate members.)  Go to Thrivent.com/actionteam for information and application.   

2. Thrivent Choice Dollars - A member is credited dollars based on eligible products they hold.  
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the 
following year to hundreds of different church and non-profit groups.  Go to 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 

Don’t let your Thrivent dollars go to waste.  For additional information, call 800-847-4836 
 
WHY TRUST YOUR FUTURE TO CHURCH EXTENSION FUND? 
For more than a century, CEF has provided dedicated Christian financial management with  
proven investment products and measurable results. CEF is focused on funding the needs of Michigan 
District congregations and enhancing the financial well-being of its investors – people just like you. 
When you trust your savings to CEF and help finance the growth of Michigan churches, schools and 
ministries, your investment goes a long way, extending God’s kingdom and providing you with financial 
peace of mind. Find out more by calling 800 242 3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org. 
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WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS - “Worship for Shut-Ins” is a Lutheran television 30 minute 
worship service with no commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning 
service, but a special taping done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs 
locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), 

AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at 
www.worshipforshutins.org 

 
July 2, 2017 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm: 89:15-18; Epistle: Romans 7:7-13; Gospel: Matthew 10:34-42 
“Rejoice in HIS Reward!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 10:34 - Rev. James L. Elsner 
 
July 9, 2017 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm: Psalm 145:1-14; Epistle: Romans 7:21-25a; Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 
“Rest Easy!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 11:28-30 - Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Ahlersmeyer 
 
July 16, 2017 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm: 65:9-13; Epistle: Isaiah 55:10-13; Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
“A Parable By the Sea” - Sermon Text: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 - Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker 
 
July 23, 2017 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm: 119:57-64; Epistle: Romans 8:18-25; Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
“But We Are Different” - Sermon Text: Romans 8:18-25 - Rev. Dr. Daniel J. Brege 
 
July 30, 2017 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 125; Epistle: Romans 8:28-39; Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 
“Are You Really Sure?” - Sermon Text: Romans 8:28-39 - Rev. William Mueller 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   
 
 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns: Toni Dells, friend of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Cindy 
Larson, daughter-in-law of Elaine Jingles; Pat Ball, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Brian Markin, 
brother-in-law of Joe & Becky Buss; Correne Cober, former member; Annelies Deuel, 
mother-in-law of Carla Bartman; Elaine Jingles, Wilma Mitchell, friend of Victor VanEtten; 
Peter VanLente, nephew of Judy Spencer; Bob Mates, Blind Ministry contact; Heather 
Hilton-Lynch, daughter of Sam & Joann Hilton; Doug Davis, brother of Al Davis; Logan, great 
grandson of Sharon Navarre; Steffanie Andrus, daughter-in-law of Colleen Andrus; Marian 
Meehleder, Nancy Jackson, mother of Phil & Sharon Fahling’s son-in-law; Donna Nicol; 
Dennis Claypool, friend of Victor VanEtten and Dave Merkle. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Barbara & Dawn Feorene, sister and niece of Elaine 
Jingles; Selma Johnson, sister of Barb Conner; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Paul 
Garchow, brother of Pete Garchow; Gen Abrams, past Chairman of our Rapid Waters Zone 
LWML; Alexis White, granddaughter of Rev. & Rosy Masih; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah 
Kearney; Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Jessica Santa Clara; Kathy Mueller; Tina 
Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former 
members.  
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 IN OUR PRAYERS CON’T:   
 
 
 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Dan Gerke, son of 
Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill & Diane Legate; Randy Tanis, great nephew of 
Marcie Merkle, Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann, Andrew Feigel, 
nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and 
Raymond Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 Tahseen Kanwal, daughter of Pastor and Rosy Masih, and her children, Rain, Trinity and the 

twins Riley and Leslie. 
 
 

SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 

 
 


