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Messiah Messenger  
September 2017 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 September is here and that means school has started. However, our children are not the only 
ones who benefit from education. We ALL benefit from studying and being grounded in God’s Word and 
rooted in the good, sound doctrine our Lutheran forefathers made sure was directly supported by that 
Holy Scripture. 

 Each “education year” at Messiah we have multiple opportunities throughout the week and 
month to gather around God’s Word for the strengthening of our faith and the comforting of our souls. I 
encourage you to avail yourself of what is being offered. In the troubling times in which we live, we are 
blessed to have the one true source of present and eternal comfort: the Gospel of salvation in Christ 
alone – Christ, the living water who invites us to drink of him deeply and often. 

 We’ll kick off this year with Christian Education Sunday on September 10th, when we return to 
our regular schedule of services at 8:30 and 11 AM, with Sunday School and Bible classes at 9:45 AM. 
(We can still use a few more Sunday School teachers, so that the teachers can alternate weeks/months.) 
Adult Bible Class will be studying another portion of Luther’s life as we approach the 500th anniversary of 
his posting of the 95 theses. 

 Women of the Word (WOW) begins their monthly meetings on Monday the 11th at 11 AM, as 
they continue their book study. C.A.R.E.S. will start on Wednesday the 13th at 10:30 AM as that group of 
ladies discuss the topic of “Encouragement” in Scripture. 

 The following week sees a few more classes get going. LifeLight will begin what should be a very 
popular study of one of the most misunderstood books of the Bible – Revelation! You have three 
different opportunities to join a LifeLight group – Sunday mornings starting the 17th, Tuesday mornings 
starting the 19th, and Wednesday evenings starting the 20th. 
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 Our confirmation and pre-confirmation classes for 8th grade down through 5th grade will also be 
starting that week. This year they will be held on Monday evenings from 6:00-7:00 PM, starting on the 
18th. 

 The men also have a bonus opportunity for some study/retreat time as the Men’s Retreat at 
Camp Concordia returns after a one-year hiatus. It will be held from Friday evening, September 22nd-
Sunday morning, September 24th.  

 I pray that you will carve out time in your schedule to hear the voice of the One who put His 
Name on you at your baptism and claimed you as His own. Let us join together as we hear, read, mark, 
learn and inwardly digest the Scriptures, which were all written for our learning! God open all our hearts 
to hear! 

Your brother and servant in Christ, 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 

Messiah Updates and September Events 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU! 
to Messiah members listed below who stepped forward and taught the children 
during the summer months.  They helped make the children aware that they are an 

important and integral part of the Messiah family! 
Laura Altemann, Kendal Khodl, Diane Legate, Marlene & Dwight Anderson, Dorothy & Steve Ledbetter, 
Shirley Hoese, Deb Domine and Pastor Bartzsch. 
Thank you, Board of Christian Education 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY will be held on Sunday, September 10th after the second service.  A picnic 
will be served, sponsored by the Board of Education. 
 
Men’s Retreat: September 22-24! 
Attention all men of Messiah!  Messiah's Annual Men's Retreat is scheduled at Camp Concordia for 
Friday THRU Sunday, September 22nd - 24th. We start with a steak dinner Friday evening, and finish with 
worship and breakfast Sunday morning. In between, there are all kinds of activities as we gather 
together as men of Christ around God’s Word. Cost is $40.00 per person including 5 meals and 2 nights 
and if you choose to golf on Saturday, there will be an additional fee for golf.  Registration sign-ups are 
in the Welcome Center or in Adult Bible studies.  Contact Dwight Anderson at 647-7549 or 
danderson9586@yahoo.com with any questions or suggestions. 
  
Friday, September 22nd  - Arrive at your leisure.  
5 pm                Check in, followed by steak dinner, Bible study time, campfire and games, including 
                         BUNCO. 
Saturday, September 23rd 
7:30 am            Breakfast, followed by Bible study time and a camp work project 
12 pm              After a lunch of brats, dogs and soup, it’s time to go golfing or stay at camp for leisure 
                          time 
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Messiah Updates and September Events Con’t. 
 
5 pm                We’ll return from golf for a horseshoe tournament, dinner, Bible study time, a campfire, 
                         and more games, including euchre. 
Sunday, September 24th 
Early  Worship first, followed by breakfast and cleanup before breaking camp. 
 
LIFELIGHT: FALL BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
This fall our LifeLight Study will be on the Book of Revelation.  As the last book of the Bible and the 
completion of God’s revelation to his church, the book of Revelation is the lens through which the entire 
Scripture is to be viewed.  Revelation reveals and confirms that Christ was prophetically promised and 
that his incarnation, death, and resurrection happened so that God’s creation could be restored to its 
original glory and righteousness.   
 
While the four Gospels narrate the incarnation, humiliation, and resurrection of Jesus, Revelation picks 
up and continues from the ascension to the second coming of Christ—and into eternity.  In addition, as  
the last book, Revelation serves as a final confirmation of the divine truth and origin of God’s spoken 
and written word. 
 
Fall classes begin the third week of September.  Classes are offered Sunday mornings at 9:45 am starting 
September 17th taught by Dwight Anderson & Randy Gerke, Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am starting 
September 19th taught by Shirley Hoese and Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm starting on September 
20th taught by Dan Bohlinger. 
 
LifeLight is a 9-week Bible Study open to everyone.   Student guides are available in the Welcome center 
or may be picked up at the first class session.  
 
“After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, before the throne and in front of the lamb.  They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  And they cried out in a loud voice:  “Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the lamb... Then one of the elders asked me, “These in 
white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”  I answered, “Sir, you know.”  And he said. 
“These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the lamb.”  Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day 
and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.  Never again will 
they hunger; never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.  For 
the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water.  
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”           Revelation 7:9-10, 13-17 
 
PRESCHOOL YARD SIGNS – It’s back to school time and that means the Preschool yard signs are ready to 
be proudly displayed in YOUR yard! The signs and sign out form are at the welcome center, ready for 
your use.  Thank you for helping promote our program! 
 
THE BOARD OF OUTREACH: With our recent bylaw revisions approved by the LCMS Michigan District, 
Messiah’s Board of Evangelism has become the Board of Outreach.  Evangelism, equipping you to share 
the good news of Christ with people you know, continues to be part of our work, along with new 
responsibilities for missions (support and info about people proclaiming the Gospel in the US and around  
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the world) and social ministry (caring for people locally, nationally and globally with Christ’s mercy -- 
we’re delighted to be working with Messiah’s Social Ministry Committee on these efforts). 
Board of Outreach members are Christopher Ahrens, Courtney Bohlinger, Chris Mueller and Shanna 
Schulte, working with Pastor Bartzsch and Rick Krueger.  We’re currently discussing some cool ideas for: 
• Connecting with students in Northview Schools (through mentoring, adopting a family by 

providing gifts for Christmas, or other ways); 
• Interacting with kids, parents and caregivers as part of October’s Trunk or Treat; 
• Other ways to share God’s love with the people in our community and your lives! 
 
Do any of these ideas intrigue you?  Do you have a passion for what we’re talking about?  Please let us 
know!  Contact Rick Krueger or one of the board members listed above, and find out more! 
 

REFORMATION 500 NEWS:  40 members of Messiah are signed up for the LCMS 
Michigan District’s Reformation Worship Service on Sunday, October 15th.  All 11,500 
seats of Michigan State University’s Breslin Center in East Lansing are already filled for 
the service!   (Don’t worry, we’ve got our tickets!)  You can get on the waiting list for 

seats to open up at www.herewestand.michigandistrict.org/500th-anniversary.  Doors will open at 2 
pm, with a preservice concert at 4 pm and the service at 5 pm.  Folks attending from West Michigan are 
encouraged to bring canned and boxed food items to the service as an ingathering for the Greater 
Lansing Food Bank, which provides emergency food to individuals and families in seven counties. 
 
Dr. Patrick Ferry of Concordia University-Wisconsin will be the preacher; the concert and service will 
feature a 900+ voice adult Festival Chorus (including members of Messiah) and a 200+ voice youth 
Honors Choir.  Messiah will hold one service on October 15th at 10 am. 
 
Festival Chorus members are receiving details by email; sheet music and listening tracks for choir 
anthems are now available online at https://herewestand.michigandistrict.org/500th-reformation-
music/festival-chorus-music.  Chorus members are also strongly encouraged to register online for one of 
the upcoming regional rehearsals.   West Region rehearsals will be held on these dates: 
• Sunday, September 17th from 3 to 5 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids 
• Sunday, September 24th from 3 to 5 pm at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Lansing 
• Sunday, October 1st from 3 to 5 pm at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Cadillac 
 
If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Rick Krueger or Messiah’s ticket captain, 
Randy Gerke.  The Michigan District also has lots more information at their “Here We Stand” website! 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 

CALLING ALL MUSIC MAKERS! - “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises 
to you among the nations.” (Psalm 108:3) When we gather for worship, God loves and serves us through 
His holy Word and Sacraments.  Responding to God’s love, we use His gift of music to pray, praise, 
proclaim and retell the story of His grace in song!  

Messiah’s music ensembles lead and support our musical praises in worship.  As we gear for another 
year of activity, you can help lead our sung praise by being part of these groups: 
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 Senior Choir sings on two Sundays a month (usually once at 8:30 am and once at 11 am), helps 
introduce new hymns and songs, and leads service music.  They also sing for festivals  
(Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Eve, Transfiguration of our Lord, Easter, Pentecost) and other 
special services.  Most of the choir will also be involved in the Michigan District Reformation 
service on Sunday, October 15 (see the article in this newsletter for more details).  Weekly 
Senior Choir practices will start Wednesday, September 6th, lasting from 7 to 8:15 pm.   

 The Rhythm Section and Singers sing folk, gospel & contemporary anthems, help introduce new 
hymns & songs, and lead service music. The group plays and sings once a month for both 
services; they practice on an as-needed basis, usually on Wednesdays at 8:15 pm or Thursdays 
at 7 pm, with occasional practices on Saturday mornings. 

 Junior Choir is scheduled to restart this month!  Children in grades 3-8 can learn service music 
and hymns for Sundays, work on special music for 2 services (Reformation Sunday, October 29th  
and Thanksgiving Eve, November 22rd) and get a head start on music for Advent & 
Christmas.  Junior Choir will practice on Mondays at 5 pm (before confirmation class) starting on 
Monday, September 18th and going through at least November.   Parents have received interest 
surveys; please return these to Rick Krueger by Sunday, September 10. 

 Instrumental Ensembles (brass, woodwinds, strings and percussion) play for festival services and 
throughout the year on an as-needed basis. 

If any of these musical groups interest you, please contact Rick Krueger for more details! 

WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
As the Time of the Church continues through September, the Gospel readings from Matthew focus on 
God’s gracious gifts of forgiveness, eternal life and salvation.   Our altar, pulpit and lectern covers 
remain green as we continue to feed in the rich pastures of our Good Shepherd. 

Divine Service, Setting Three in Lutheran Service Book will be our order for communion services.  
Morning Prayer and the Service of Prayer & Preaching will be used on non-communion Sundays.  We’ll 
also continue Praying the Catechism in worship, finishing the Lord’s Prayer and continuing with Holy 
Baptism.  Be sure to watch for installments of Kids in the Divine Service, Words We Sing in Worship 
(about our order of service) and What Does This Mean (with definitions of more “worship words”) in our 
service folders. 

New congregational songs for September will include “What God Ordains Is Always Good,” number 760 
in Lutheran Service Book, and “My Savior’s Love Is Greater Still.”  You can hear both of these online using 
any good search engine. 

We pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper will strengthen your faith 
and empower you to share God’s love in Christ with the people in your life! 
 
 

For the Ladies 
 
WOW STUDY BEGINS SEPT. 11th - Messiah’s Women Of the Word continues their study of the book 

Mirror, Mirror: Reflections on God’s Word by Susan Senechal on Monday, September 11th at 
11 am in the Fellowship Hall.  I have 6 extra books available ($5 each) if you want to join us! 
The WOW group meets on the second Monday of each month. I look forward to “looking in the 
mirror” with you! – Daina Bartzsch 



6 
 

C.A.R.E.S. STUDY BEGINS SEPT. 13th - Join the women of Messiah (and friends) as we continue our study 
of “Encouragement” from Good News magazine. We will meet weekly in the North Classroom upstairs 
starting on Wednesday, September 13th. People start arriving for informal fellowship around 10 am 
followed by an hour of study beginning at 10:30 am. We welcome new friends always, and if you’d like 
to join us, contact me, Daina Bartzsch at (616) 485-2857 or catch me at church so that we can make sure 
you’ll get a copy of the magazine. 
 
PARISH SERVICE GUILD:  The first meeting for the 2017-2018 season will be September 14th with 
refreshments and fellowship at 12:30 p.m. and business meeting at 1 p.m.  We look forward to more 
Messiah ladies participating in our Christian fellowship and service projects.  If our meeting time is 
inconvenient for you, please consider assisting our group in our various events (Harvest Dinner (October 
1), Cookie Sale/Bazaar/Luncheon (December 2), monthly cornbread baking for God's Kitchen, semi-
annual Blind Ministry Dinners, Parade of Homes, Continental Breakfast Hostesses, and the fun-filled 
CHRISTMAS PARTY.   Events will be listed in bulletins/newsletters and sign-up sheets  will be on the 
kitchen clipboard above the dishwasher.  We welcome questions, suggestions of new ideas, etc.  You 
may contact Barb Brinkman (President), Judy Gerke (Vice President), Tammy Ahrens (Secretary), Sharon 
Fahling (Treasurer), or any Guild member.  We look forward to seeing YOU there! 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner, 5:00 pm, on Thursday, September 28th, Boulder Creek.  
Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar - Save These Dates: 
 
HARVEST DINNER AND BAKE SALE - Sunday, October 1st. Save the date now for this annual event put on 

by Messiah's Parish Service Guild. The menu includes: roast pork, potatoes, green beans, 
squash, cranberry sauce, assorted salads and dessert. It will take place in the Fellowship 
Hall following the late service. Tickets for the dinner are $7 for adults, $3 children 6-12, 
and free for children 5 and under. Bake sale items will be available for purchase. 

 
PRAYER PALS – Save the Date:  Our fall event will be Sunday, October 22nd, at 6:00 p.m.  All 
ladies of the congregation are welcome to join us.  More details to come in next month’s 
newsletter.  

 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER is returning on Sunday, November 5th.  We already have hosts for the appetizer 
course and are looking for more hosts, cooks, and participants to make this year's event great, so watch 
weekly bulletins and next month's newsletter for more details. 
 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR AND COOKIE WALK - Saturday, December 2nd, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Calling all 
crafters! Now is the time to start thinking about setting up shop at our annual Christmas 
bazaar! Vendor tables are available for members at a discounted rate of $10 per table 
(outside vendors are $20). Or, you can donate your handmade crafts to be sold at the 
Guild craft table. Watch for more information on cookie baking and volunteer needs. This 
is always a festive event for our congregation and our community! See Barb Brinkman or 
any Guild member for more information. 
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Other Items 
 
CAN LOW INTEREST RATES be frustrating?   Sure they can, if financial gain is your sole motivation for 
investing.  For those of us, however, who believe that all of our possessions are a gift from God, how we 
put to use the financial resources He has entrusted us matters more.  Church Extension Fund is  
privileged to provide investment options with competitive returns that might not always meet our  
individual expectations, but always benefit ministries in ways financial returns will never be able to 
measure.  For more information, call toll-free 800-242-3944, or visit www.mi-cef.org, or contact Richard 
Tank at 690-4525.  Forms and additional literature are also available at the Welcome Center. (This is not an 

offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy. Offers for sales of securities are by Offering Circular only. The securities are 
subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular. CEF investments are not SPIC or FDIC insured deposit 
accounts.) 

 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND:  Investments Help Share the Gospel Church Extension Fund investments 
earn more than a competitive interest rate: they make funds available for loans and services to 
churches, schools and church workers, all with the divine purpose of furthering the Lord’s work. Contact 
CEF for the latest information on investment interest rates at 800-242-3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org. 
 

WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS - “Worship for Shut-Ins” is a Lutheran television 30 minute 
worship service with no commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning 
service, but a special taping done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs 
locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), 

AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at 
www.worshipforshutins.org 

September 3, 2017 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 17) 
"Taking Up a Cross" - Sermon Text: Matthew 16:21-28 - Rev. Dr. Daniel J. Brege 

September 10, 2017 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18) 
"God's Economics of Grace" - Sermon Text: Matthew 18:1-20 - Rev. William E. Mueller 

September 17, 2017 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 19) 
"Forgive" - Sermon Text: Matthew 18:21-35 - Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III 

September 24, 2017 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 20) 
"First and Last" - Sermon Text: Matthew 20:1-16 - Rev. James L. Elsner 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   
 
 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns: Wayne Hrabovsky, friend of Victor 

VanEtten; Pennye Hart, sister-in-law of Marcie Merkle; Judy Spencer, Eileen Ottenjan, Shirley 
Lang, Duane Ambrose, Toni Dells, friend of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Cindy Larson, daughter-in-law 
of Elaine Jingles; Pat Ball, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Brian Markin, brother-in-law of Joe & 
Becky Buss; Correne Cober, former member; Elaine Jingles, Wilma Mitchell, friend of Victor 
VanEtten; Peter VanLente, nephew of Judy Spencer; Bob Mates, Blind Ministry contact; Heather 
Hilton-Lynch, daughter of Sam & Joann Hilton; Doug Davis, brother of Al Davis; Logan, great 
grandson of Sharon Navarre; Steffanie Andrus, daughter-in-law of Colleen Andrus; Nancy  
Jackson, mother of Phil & Sharon Fahling’s son-in-law; Donna Nicol; Dennis Claypool, friend of 
Victor VanEtten and Dave Merkle. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS CON’T. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Barbara & Dawn Feorene, sister and niece of Elaine 
Jingles; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Paul Garchow, brother of Pete Garchow; Gen 
Abrams, past Chairman of our Rapid Waters Zone LWML; Alexis White, granddaughter of Rev. & 
Rosy Masih; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Jessica 
Santa Clara; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of 
Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Dan Gerke, son of Judy Gerke; 
Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill & Diane Legate; Randy Tanis, great nephew of Marcie Merkle, 
Jacob Teeple, grand nephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee 
Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of Carla 
Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 For Tahseen Kanwal (daughter of Pastor and Rosy Masih) and husband, Imran, their children 

Rain and Trinity and the twins, Riley and Leslie. That they are able to remain in safety and good 
health as refugees in Sri Lanka until the way is made clear for them to join the rest of the family 
here in the United States. 

 

SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 


