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Messiah Messenger  
April 2018 

 
Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  

through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 
ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ  

 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! A blessed Eastertide to all of you. And it is Eastertide and its 
season that I want to expound on a little. The message of Easter does not stop with the empty tomb. It 
goes forward, and the Gospel texts on the following Sundays have so much more to teach us. 
 
 Sunday, April 8th – John 20:19-31 - This text with the disciples in the locked room declares 
loudly that Jesus Christ is risen indeed, true God and true man. As Thomas learns, if you didn’t get it the 
first time – you’ll see and hear it again so that you may believe. John summarizes that point at the end 
of the reading, saying, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:30–31, ESV)  
 
 Sunday, April 15th – Luke 24:36-49 - Here Jesus once again appears to His disciples. To 
overcome their fear and strengthen their belief He displays that He is the resurrected Jesus in His own 
human body by showing the wounds of His crucifixion AND by eating some broiled fish the disciples had 
prepared. As He does for them, He also does for us, showing that He has fulfilled what was foretold 
about Him by Moses and the Prophets and in the Psalms. 
 
 Sunday, April 22nd – John 10:11-18 (and Psalm 23) – This picturing of the Savior has inspired 
and comforted generations of us who call on His name. Many of us have some kind of art in our homes 
that depicts this “Good Shepherd” theme. “I AM the Good Shepherd” says our Lord to us. Not “I was,” 
not “I will be,” but I AM! He speaks of His care for us from the beginning of time until our life’s end on 
this earth, and on into our Lord’s house in heaven forever more. He lays down His life to save us. 
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Sunday, April 29th – John 15:1-8 – The word “abide” occurs seven times in the eight verses of this text. 
This is told to the disciples before Jesus’ crucifixion. The disciples would be separated from Jesus by 
death. Christ’s ascension would separate them physically. But Jesus assures His disciples that He will 
abide with them, and He calls upon them to abide in Him. Jesus’ role for us is as the true vine, our 
source for all strength and blessing. As believers, we are branches abiding in Christ, and we are to 
produce fruit accordingly.  
 
 God bless your contemplation on these texts and our worship together on these Sundays! 

Your brother and servant in Christ, 
 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 
 

Messiah Updates & April Events 

 
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE  
gifts to Messiah in memory of Roger Uecker from Dwight & Marlene Anderson. 
 

THROUGH DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS, the Parish Service Guild has a great new way to 
raise money to help with the ongoing needs of our Preschool! 

 Every time you shop at your local Family Fare or D & W Fresh Market store, save your 
receipts. Once we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts from these stores, we can turn those slips of paper 
into a $1,000 check for Messiah Lutheran Preschool! 

To reach our goal, we’ll be collecting eligible receipts in our Direct Your Dollars box. The box has the logo 
on it, and it’s located on the shelving outside the office. Or, you may drop them off in Sharon Hula’s 
mailbox. 

Please make sure you drop off the entire original receipt.  Also, the receipt must have the words DIRECT 
YOUR DOLLARS on it to qualify. 
 
OUR SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY is scheduled for April 21st from 8 am until 12 noon.  The Trustees are 
inviting you to come and help rid Messiah of all the winter crud both inside and out!  Our Fall clean up 
wasn't a nice day so a lot of the outside work didn't happen, and it shows.  It would be nice to have a big 
crew come, roll up their sleeves and rake, cut, dig, cut whatever!  Of course, there are indoor projects 
too.  So, please come and help with this important activity.  We start at 8 am with breakfast, choose 
what we want to do, and work until noon.  A sign up is on the Welcome Center but you are very 
welcome to just show up! 
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 

Thanks to everybody who helped lead our congregation’s music in March: the 

Senior Choir, the Rhythm Section & Singers and Natalie Tyson.  The Choir schedule 

for April is as follows: 

Sunday, 4/1  Senior Choir        7:30 & 10:30 am 

Sunday, 4/15  Senior Choir        8:30 & 11 am 

          Sunday, 4/29  Rhythm Section & Singers      8:30 & 11 am 

 
During April, 

 Senior Choir will meet on Wednesday, April 11 and Wednesday, April 25th from 7 to 8:15 pm, 
practicing music for the Easter season, Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday.  There will be no 
practices on April 4th and April 18th. 

 Rhythm Section & Singers will practice on Wednesday, April 11th and Wednesday, April 25th at 
8:15 pm, right after Senior Choir rehearsals. 

 
New congregational songs for this month will include: Martin Luther’s Easter hymn “Christ Jesus Lay in 
Death’s Strong Bands” (Lutheran Service Book 458), introduced on Easter Sunday, April 1st; and Keith 
Getty’s modern hymn to the Holy Trinity “The Risen Christ,” introduced on Sunday, April 29th.  We hope 
you enjoy getting to know them! 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 

 
Your generous donations of cleaning supplies for Safe Haven Ministries, care package 
goodies for military and college students and softcover Bibles for the Kent County Jail 
are very much appreciated! Over 140 Bibles were purchased and donated because of 

the generosity of many. Thank you for helping make these endeavors possible! 
 
WOMEN'S RETREAT - SATURDAY, APRIL 14th:  Ladies, plan to join us for an afternoon/evening of 
devotions, "make, take and share" art projects, food and fellowship. We will gather from 3:30-8:30 pm 
at the Hampton Inn North (Behind Hobby Lobby off Alpine Ave.). If you would like to stay the night, 
indicate on the sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center, and arrangements can be made based on 
availability. Watch for more details! 
 
LWML SPRING RALLY:  at St. Peter in Big Rapids, on Saturday, April 21st at 9:00 am.  Cost is $10.00 per 
person, continental breakfast and lunch is included.  There is a flyer with more information posted at the 
Welcome Center and on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  Please RSVP as soon as possible to Gen 
Abrams at lwmlgen@gmail.com or call 231-972-7542 (leave a message), 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for lunch at New Beginnings, 5200 Northland Dr., on Thursday, 
April 26th, at 11:30 am.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
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Women’s Ministry Cont: 
 

PRAYER PALS – SUNDAY, APRIL 29th:  All women of the congregation are invited to join us 
for our Spring Prayer Pals Gathering on Sunday, April 29th, at 6:00 pm.   

We ask each lady attending to bring a dish to share, as well as a small revealing gift for 
your current prayer pal.  Those who are joining us for the first time or have not participated in a while 
and would like to return, please just come – there will be plenty of food!  If you are unable to attend, 
you can still fill out a Prayer Pal card (available in the church office or at the welcome center) and return 
it to Marlene Anderson’s mailbox in the church foyer.  Any questions, please call Marlene Anderson 
(822-5113).   

Our Secret Prayer Pals group brings women together in prayer and fellowship with one another.  The 
group is open to all women of the congregation and meets every six months, at which time participants 
reveal their names to their current secret prayer pal with a small gift and draw a new prayer pal for the 
next six months.  During the six months we remember our prayer pals regularly in prayer and keep in 
touch anonymously at various times, such as birthdays, anniversaries, major holidays, etc.  It is a fun way 
to meet new people, learn more about others, and share in their needs and their celebrations. 

Prayer Pals has been a blessing to so many of our ladies and continues to unite us in prayer, caring, and 
fellowship.  Plan now to be a part of this group.    
 
SAVE THE DATE:  LADIES ANNUAL FRIENDSHIP DINNER - Thursday, May 17th.  We will have a delicious 
luau inspired dinner and deepen our friendships as we take time to fill our hearts and lives with God's 
love.  5:30 pm - 7:30 pm.  $10 adults, $5 girls.  Please bring a guest.  Sign up at the Welcome Center by 
Sunday, May 6th. 
 
CAMP CONCORDIA SCHOLARSHIPS:  The Parish Guild is again offering to help children who are 
members of Messiah go to Camp Concordia this summer.  It is such a great opportunity for them to 
experience Christian fellowship with new friends and their loving staff.  The Guild has just voted to help 
with the costs by offering $100.00 per Messiah child to attend this summer.  The weeks are already 
filling so act quickly.  Contact Barb Brinkman or Sharon Fahling before May 15thif you are interested in 
this great opportunity.  Information for the camp is on the bulletin board outside the kitchen. 
 
 

Other Items 

 
PLANTING SEEDS, REAPING THE HARVEST 
Planting a seed. That's all it takes. Each and every "seed" invested with the Church Extension Fund (CEF) 
serves a ministry purpose. While providing financial opportunities for our investors, these funds help 
ministries and church workers in the Michigan District. Call the CEF Rate Line for this month's rates 
(800.242.3944) or for more information, call us 800.242.3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org  
 
INTERESTED IN REACHING OUT WITH INTEREST? Phil. 2:4: "Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others." You can help fulfill this passage by reaching out with your 
interest in providing facilities for ministry. Want to find out how your investment in Church Extension 
Fund earns interest but also builds for Christ?   To discover how CEF can help you reach your savings 
goals, stop by the Welcome Center and check out the information rack, visit CEF on line @ www.mi-
cef.org or call 800-242-3944 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns:  Marcie Sower, friend of Judy Spencer;  Donald 
Small, brother-in-law of Theona Gee; Larry Peterson, friend of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Anita 
Gatzke, cousin of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Ken Stayton; Sarah Holtzen, neice of Pete & Sherry 

Garchow; Victor VanEtten, son of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Matt Warzynski, friend Kelsey Legate; 
Kim Smith, neice of Max & Barb Conner; Jim Potter, Sr.; Marlene Peasley; Sharry Milner, 
daughter-in-law of Shirley Lang; Lorie Tiesly, niece of Sandy Ryan; Emma Gallevo, 
granddaughter of Tom & Karen Driscoll; Wayne Hrabovsky, friend of Victor VanEtten; Pennye 
Hart, sister-in-law of Marcie Merkle; Judy Spencer; Cindy Larson, daughter-in-law of Elaine 
Jingles; Correne Cober, former member; Wilma Mitchell, friend of Victor VanEtten; Bob Mates, 
Blind Ministry contact; Heather Hilton-Lynch, daughter of Sam & Joann Hilton; Doug Davis, 
brother of Al Davis; Nancy Jackson, mother of Phil & Sharon Fahling's son-in-law; Dennis 
Claypool, friend of Victor VanEtten and Dave Merkle. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine Jingles; 
Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Alexis White, granddaughter of Rev. & Rosy Masih; 
Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Jessica Santa Clara; 
Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of Bob & Jan 
Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Dan Gerke, son of Judy Gerke; 
Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill & Diane Legate; Randy Tanis, great nephew of Marcie Merkle, 
Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee  
Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of Carla 
Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 For Tahseen Kanwal (daughter of Pastor and Rosy Masih) and husband, Imran, their children 

Rain and Trinity and the twins, Riley and Leslie. That they are able to remain in safety and good 
health as refugees in Sri Lanka until the way is made clear for them to join the rest of the family 
here in the United States. 

 
WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service with no 

commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping 
done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 
11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV 
(channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

April 1, 2018 – The Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Day 
“The Climactic Event” - Sermon Text: Mark 16:1-8 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege 

April 8, 2018 – Second Sunday of Easter 
“Complete Easter Joy?” - Sermon Text: 1 John 1:4 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

April 15, 2018 – Third Sunday of Easter 
“Easter’s Good News” - Sermon Text: Luke 24:36-49 - Rev. James Elsner 

April 22, 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
“Jesus, the Good Shepherd” - Sermon Text: John 10:11-18 - Rev. William Mueller 

April 29, 2018 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
“Love by God” - Sermon Text: John 4:15-19 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
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SERVING YOU . . . 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 


