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Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Once again, we prepare to enter into the Lenten season as we journey through the Church Year. 
But Lent is its own kind of journey. Lent is the journey we make as we travel with Christ from the 
Mount of Transfiguration which we’ll celebrate on February 11th to Jerusalem where He will face 
the cross and the grave for our sakes. It’s a very sobering trip, a journey where we often struggle to 
find joy. But there is Easter on the horizon! 

This year our theme for our midweek Lenten worship will focus on the journey, but maybe not 
in the way we usually walk it. Our overall theme will be “Return from Exile: A Lenten Journey.” All 
journeys have to have a starting point; and in the preaching and teaching this Lenten season, we 
will consider our starting point as a land of exile. 

The land of exile where we begin our journey is the wilderness of sin and death. Sin came into 
the world when our first parents were unfaithful and disobedient, eating fruit from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve sinned, and we’ve inherited from them not only the sin 
itself, but also the result of that sin—separation from our Lord and God. From the first sin in the 
first garden, we’ve been exiled into the wilderness where we’ve wandered without any ability to 
find our way out. 

This is the beginning of our journey: exile. But every journey also has a destination, an ending 
point. Our return from exile brings us into the promised land. Our relationship with our God is 
restored by Christ’s sacrifice. Our destination, then, is the perfect place, the new garden, the courts 
of heaven—the ultimate destination established for us by His death and resurrection. There IS great 
joy in the journey as we see where our returning brings us; but there’s also a somber attitude when 
we consider what Christ faced on account of our sin. 

All journeys consist of many events that take place between the journey’s beginning and its end. 
Our Lenten journey is no different. Each leg of our Lenten journey begins in the Old Testament and 
then continues into the New Testament, pointing us to the joy that’s ours in Christ Jesus. Don’t be 
surprised to discover that from the very beginning, even outside the gates of the Garden of Eden, it 
is Jesus Christ who travels with us. He has always been our guide, from the very beginning, and He 
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will journey with us to the very end. For sure, He has even gone before us to prepare a heavenly 
dwelling place. 

Life is full of journeys. Life itself is a journey. We enter this Lenten season contemplating the 
reality of our earthly journey but with eyes fixed on its destination—the empty tomb and the open 
gates of everlasting life. What joy there is in knowing that we do NOT walk this way alone! 

Join us for the journey on Wednesdays at 11 AM or 7PM starting with Ash Wednesday, 
February 14th. A light supper will precede the evening services. 

Blessings on the journey, 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 

Messiah Updates & February Events 

 
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE-   Do you have a young child between 3 to 5 years old?  Please visit our Open 
House, Thursday, February 1st, from 6-7:30 p.m. and learn more about the programs we offer.  
Enrollment for the 2018-19 school year will begin at this time as well.  Need more information?  Contact 
Vonda Smestad, our Preschool Director at smestadv@messiahgr.org. 
 
2018 ALTAR FLOWER SIGN UP:   The signup poster has been posted on the bulletin board outside the 
kitchen.  Please list who is placing the flowers and what (if any) occasion they are to honor.  The cost 
remains $13. 
 
LENTEN MIDWEEK WORSHIP – This year our Lenten theme is: Return from Exile: A Lenten Journey. We 
will be offering services each Wednesday at 11 AM and 7 PM from Ash Wednesday, February 14th 
through March 21st with a light supper preceding the evening service. Weekly themes are: 

 Feb 14th - “Heart to Heart: Sackcloth and Ashes to Robes of Righteousness” 

 Feb 21st - “Garden to Garden: Eden to Heaven” 

 Feb 28th - “Mountain to Mountain: Mount Moriah to Mount Zion” 

 Mar 07th - “Out of Egypt: Through the Water” 

 Mar 14th - “Tree to Tree: The Tree of Life to the Cross” 

 Mar 21st - “Death to Resurrection: The Wilderness to the Promised Land” 

Each Sunday in Adult Bible Study we will look at the texts for the upcoming Wednesday’s theme. Join us 
on the journey!!!!!!! 
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Messiah Updates & February Events Con’t: 
 
 
LENTEN PRAYER BREAKFAST 

In the Garden of Gethsemane our beloved Savior instructed His disciples, “Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak,” 
(Mk. 14:38).  Many temptations afflicted his disciples; from becoming sleepy to forsaking 
their Master.  We pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” We know God tempts no one to sin, 
but with the temptations that come, He provides a way of escape. We therefore pray that 
we may overcome temptation and obtain the victory. 

 You are invited to Messiah’s annual Lenten Prayer Breakfast set for Saturday, March 10th, 
starting at 9:30 a.m. 

After enjoying a tasty breakfast and winsome fellowship, we’ll gather in the sanctuary for 
song, Scripture and prayer.  Come and join us.  

Sign-up sheets are at the Welcome Center and also passed around on the clipboard at 
meetings and classes. 

 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH SEMINAR 2018: On Saturday, February 10, 2018, 8:30 am 
to 3:00 pm, Messiah will present Every One His Witness!   

Witness is the work each of us Christians are called to do by our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. This seminar is designed to help you be a more faithful and effective 
witness for the sake of those who do not know of Jesus, especially people 
whom the Lord has already brought into relationship with us in our everyday 
lives.  

Witnessing is our work of planting and watering the seed of God’s Word with the joyful expectation that 
the Lord will, where it pleases Him, provide the growth.  At Every One His Witness, you’ll discover: 

 What is witnessing? 

 Why do we witness?  

 A simple approach to witnessing called LASSIE — Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, Encourage!  

Every One His Witness will be led by area Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod pastors and church 
workers.  We’re inviting all the congregations in the Grand Rapids area to take part; we hope you’ll be 
there too!  Cost for the seminar is $10 per person, payable at the door; this covers all materials, 
continental breakfast and lunch. Please register in advance at the Welcome Center, in Sunday Bible 
classes, at www.messiahgr.org, or by calling the church office.  Registration deadline is Sunday, 
February 4th. 
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Messiah Updates & February Events Con’t 
 
THE LC-MS MICHIGAN DISTRICT CONFERENCE ON WITNESS, “Take Heart, Take Action,” is set for 

Saturday, February 24th from 8:30 am to 3 pm at Our Savior Lutheran Church in 
Lansing.  Speakers will include: 

 Rev. Mark Wood, Director of Outreach and Witness for the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and creator of this year’s Spiritual Growth Seminar, Every One His 
Witness; 

 Dr. Larry Rast, president of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana; 

 Rev. Todd Jones, assistant to the President of the Michigan District for Mission 
Education and Support; 

 Pastor Greg Finke, director of Dwelling 1:14 and author of Joining Jesus On His Mission. 

Messiah’s Board of Outreach will subsidize the registration cost of anyone who wants to attend!  Please 
sign up at the Welcome Center or in Adult Bible Class by Wednesday, February 14th. 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 

The choir schedule for February is as follows: 
Sunday, 2/4        Sunday School   11:00 am 
Sunday, 2/11      Senior Choir   8:30 & 11:00 am 
Wed., 2/14          Senior Choir   7:00 pm 

                       Sunday, 2/18      Rhythm Section & Singers  8:30 & 11:00 am 
                       Sunday, 2/25      Senior Choir   8:30 am 

Senior Choir will not meet on February 7th, but will hold a special practice on Tuesday, February 6th, at 
6:30 pm.  During Lent, Senior Choir will meet for one hour practices on Wednesdays following Lenten 
services, beginning on February 14th .  There’s still room for you in the choir loft as well, feel free to try 
us out! 

Our new contemporary song for Lent, “Lord, I Need You,” will be introduced on Sunday, February 
18th.  Written by Matt Maher, composer of “Your Grace Is Enough” and “Christ Is Risen,” it focuses on 
our constant need for Christ’s forgiveness, righteousness and holiness.  We hope you enjoy discovering 
and singing it! 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT – SATURDAY, MARCH 31ST  
Messiah will be reaching out to the community with our annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, March 31st, at 10 am.  There will be singing, drama, treats, and the egg hunt -- all 
focusing on the most important thing about Easter:  Jesus, our Savior!   

Children who are preschool age thru fifth grade are invited to attend.  We also need lots of volunteers to 
act in dramatic scenes, register the children, help in the kitchen, take kids out to hunt for eggs, and 
more!  Donations of treats are welcome, too. 

If you’d like to help, sign up at the Welcome Center or the Adult Bible Class clipboard, beginning Sunday, 
February 18th.  Please contact Rick Krueger or any member of the Board of Evangelism (Chris Ahrens, 
Courtney Bohlinger, Chris Mueller and Shanna Schulte) if you have questions. 
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Women’s Ministry 

 
ALTAR GUILD MEETING:  Saturday, February 3rd is the day set for the Altar Guild meeting.  All guild 
members are encouraged to come, especially the team leaders.  We take this time to set up the duties 
for the Easter season plus answer questions we may have.  We gladly welcome anyone who wants to 
inquire about helping on the guild.  Come and see us February 3, 2018, at 9:00 am.  Contact Carol 
Mushong if you are interested in joining the Altar Guild and serving the Lord in this way. 
 
 

Other Items 

 
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL of Grand Rapids is hosting a Winter Retreat, and you 
are invited!  Saturday, February 17th from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm. 

Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller will lead our Winter Bible Study retreat on "Has American Christianity Failed?"  

American Christianity teaches the centrality of the individual—my will, my experiences, my decision, my 
heart, my work, and my dedication. Yet we couldn’t be more unaware that Christ and His saving and 
comforting work are being lost. Our minds and hearts are captivated in some way by those who often 
preach the Christian instead of Christ. Wolfmueller sounds the alarm against the false teaching and 
dangerous practices of Christianity in America. He offers a beautiful alternative: the sweet savor of the 
Gospel, which brings us to the real comfort, joy, peace, freedom, and sure hope of Christ. And it’s for 
you! 

Lunch is included. Cost $25. To register: Call 616.949.0710 or email: churchsecretary@oursavior-gr.org 

There is also a presentation on Friday, Feb 16th at 7pm on the Christian Conscience.  This is located at the school, 1916 
Ridgewood Ave.  The Friday night event is free, no RSVP needed for Friday night. 

 
THERE'S A BETTER PLACE FOR YOUR IRA - Choose from many Church Extension Fund investment plans, 
including CEF Traditional Roth IRA accounts.  You’ll continue to benefit from IRA tax-advantages while 
saving and earning interest for your retirement.  There are no transfer fees, service costs, or account 
charges and our interest rates are always competitive.  Plus, our friendly and knowledgeable staff makes 
the transfer or rollover process fast and easy.  To discover how CEF can help you reach your savings 
goals, stop by the Welcome Center and check out the information rack, visit CEF on line @ www.mi-
cef.org or call 800-242-3944.  (This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy. Offers for sales of securities 

are by Offering Circular only. The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular. CEF 
investments are not SPIC or FDIC insured deposit accounts.) 
 

WHAT IS EXTENSIONPLUS?  The CEF ExtensionPlus is an easy-access savings vehicle from 
Church Extension Fund. Continue to support the ministry of CEF in providing space and place 
for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and be able to access your investments via your own 
checkbook or VISA®/ATM Card or withdraw your investment at an ATM. For more information, 

call them 800.242.3944 or visit www.mi-cef.org. 
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WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service 
with no commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special 
taping done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday 
mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), 
and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at 

www.worshipforshutins.org 

February 4, 2018 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
“Like Eagles” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 40:28-31 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
February 11, 2018 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
“You Sure Look Different” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:2-9 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
 
February 18, 2018 – First Sunday in Lent 
“Contrasting Adams” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:9-15 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege 
 
February 25, 2018 – Second Sunday in Lent 
“What’s Your Final Answer?” - Sermon Text: Mark 8:29 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
 

SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 


