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Messiah Messenger  
November 2018 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16–18, ESV)  

As we move into the month of November with its national celebration of the giving of thanks, Paul’s 
words to the church at Thessalonica are words holding great depth of meaning for Daina and myself. 
Those words “all circumstances” can sometimes smack you right between the eyes when reflecting on a 
current situation and thinking “do I really FEEL thankful right now with THAT going on?” 

Though the circumstances right now are challenging, both for us and for all of Messiah, I still see God’s 
mighty, caring, loving hand working in the midst of them. It’s all wrapped up in that phrase “the will of 
God in Christ Jesus FOR YOU.”  

That beautiful “FOR YOU” reminds me that God’s will that I be saved through the salvific work of His Son 
has been accomplished for ME (and for each one of you!). This overarching truth proclaims the victory 
no matter what the current circumstances. 

So we continue to REJOICE in God’s good gifts, and we PRAY that His name be hallowed among us, His 
will be done among us and His kingdom come among us. 

That leaves the instruction to GIVE THANKS. Daina and I give thanks to God and to you for how you have 
supported, encouraged and loved us for these last seven and a half years at this, my first call as a pastor 
in Christ’s church. We are thankful to God and to you for that same support, encouragement and love as 
we undergo this transition in our lives. 

My prayer is that God continue to bless our time together in Christ Jesus gathered around His gifts of 
Word and Sacrament. I pray that God continue to prepare His children at Messiah to receive the man 
(and his family) who will be called by God through this congregation to serve here as pastor, and 
prepare him to serve Messiah. 

In Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Bartzsch 

Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Senior Pastor   pastor.bartzsch@messiahgr.org 

Rick Krueger, Parish Assistant   rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 

Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director   smestadv@messiahgr.org 

Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager office@messiahgr.org or 
       Sandy.goodlander@messiahgr.org 
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Messiah Updates and November Events 

 
    HOLIDAY BASKETS ARE BEING PREPARED and we need your help to provide a meal 
for families in our church and community.  You can sign up to bring a food item or 
items on the table in the foyer as of October 27th.  Envelopes are also available for 
monetary donations, you can place those in the offering plate.  Please have all your 

donations in by December 9th.    WE NEED HELP DELIVERING baskets on December 15th.  All of the 
deliveries are in the NE side of town, and you will only have 2-3 baskets to deliver.  Delivery usually 
takes about 1 – 1 ½ hours of your time.  Please sign the sheet if you can help!  God’s blessings to you 
and your generosity!   Joe and Becky Buss  
 

We want to thank everyone for all your prayers, cards, meals and visits   We are 
so grateful to our Messiah Family and Friends for all your support.  Phil & Sharon 
Fahling. 

 
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP 

Messiah will celebrate Thanksgiving on Wednesday evening, November 21st.  Service time is 
7 p.m.  Join your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ for a service of praise and thanksgiving 
for all of God’s blessings.  Please mark your calendars and plan on attending. 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES:  The Trustees want to thank all of the people who took time out on 
Saturday, Oct. 20th to help on Cleanup Day!  We had 15 people come on a morning promising bad 
weather but with the great crew that came, many projects were done before the black clouds moved in.  
Thanks go to:   Mark and Laura Altemann, Lee Cobb, Renee Davis, Rick Domine, Pete and Sherry 
Garchow, Josh Gardner, Pastor Hoese, Dan Hula, Mike and Carol Mushong, Kevin Mueller, Norda 
Tillotson and Kurt Veitengruber.   

Also, thank you to the Trustees who are stepping aside after this term - Kevin Mueller, Renee Davis and 
Lee Cobb.  Your contributions were greatly appreciated.  We welcome new members Mel Troutwine, 
Dick Wilson and Joe Buss.  If anyone else would wish to join the board or find out more about what we 
do, contact Sherry Garchow or any Trustee.  We'd love to talk to you. 
 
HELP BEAUTIFY THE SANCTUARY THIS CHRISTMAS by signing up to order a Poinsettia plant that will be 

placed in the sanctuary during the Christmas season.  Plants cost $6.00, and come in red, 
white, or marbled colors.  A sign-up sheet is at the welcome center.  Orders must be 
placed by Sunday, Dec. 2nd.  You may take your plant home following the Christmas 
morning service. 

 
PRESCHOOL STAFFING NEEDS:  Our current teacher of our 3’s class, Ms. Kensy Kailin, is stepping down 
from teaching effective Nov. 8.  She is planning an out-of-state wedding for early January and is unable 
to continue her teaching obligations.  We are in the process of interviewing and value your prayers!   
Also, we are looking for “subs” during the winter months.  Please contact Vonda at 
smestadv@messiahgr.org if you are interested in helping out with this need. 
 
THANK YOU ALL for your contributions to the Roof Fund; the roof is now paid in full.  We did receive a 
rebate for the old roof from the shingle manufacturer, the new roof should last another 30 years. 
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Messiah Updates and November Events Con’t: 
 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER (POSTPONED) - Watch for details closer to spring for a new date for the 
Progressive Dinner. Thank you to those that signed up! We look forward to rescheduling this popular 
fellowship event!  In the meantime, please consider joining "Small Groups Meet and Eat". This is a great 
way to connect with friends, old and new, via food and fellowship! Sign up at the Welcome Center. See 
any LIFT member for details.   
 
GRIEFSHARE - "SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS" 
The Holidays can be especially painful for those who have lost a loved one.  "Surviving the Holidays" 
seminar helps participants prepare for the Holidays and even discover hope for the future. Deaconess 
Doris Kayser will lead this on Saturday, November 17th at 1:00 pm in the upstairs north classroom.  
There is a suggested donation of $5.00 (to cover materials) and feel free to invite a friend.  Signup at the 
welcome center. 
 
ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING 
On Sunday, November 18th, all members of the congregation are invited to join in a pot-luck dinner 
following the late service.  Bring a main dish plus a salad or dessert.  Beverages will be provided.  
Following the meal, the annual meeting of the voters will be held. 

The agenda for the annual meeting includes: 
  Staff and board reports 
 Election of officers and board members 
 Approval of 2019 budget 

 
DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS: 

 Every time you shop at your local Family Fare, D & W Fresh Market, Forest Hills 
Grocery and any other participating Spartan store, save your receipts. Once we’ve 
collected $150,000 in receipts from these stores, we can turn those slips of paper into a 

$1,000 check for Messiah Lutheran Preschool! 

Sharon Hula reported that we have $21,000 in Spartan receipts from Family Fare and D&W.  Please keep 
saving the complete receipts and put them in Sharon's box or in the downstairs mailbox. 
 
UPDATED ASSIGNED ELDERS–These are your “official” Elders, remember you can always approach ANY 
Elder at any time with a concern!!!! 

Elder   Last Name Begins With 

Jack Keller  A thru C 
Dale Reinke  D thru Gi 
Dwight Anderson Gle thru Hoo  
Bill Brinkman  Hou thru Kru 
Max Conner  Kry thru Mee 
Pete Garchow  Mer thru Pe 
Randy Gerke  Pi thru Sha 
Larry Goodlander She thru Z 
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 

 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 
During November, we’ll continue using Lutheran Service Book’s Divine Service, Setting One 
as our order of worship for communion, with a variety of non-communion service formats.  

Our new hymn for the end of the church year is “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship,” number 949 in 
LSB.  This is a paraphrase of the familiar text “This Is the Feast” by British pastor Timothy Dudley-Smith, 
set to music by New York preschool teacher/organist Amanda Husberg.  We’ll begin singing it in worship 
on Sunday, November 4th.  We’ll also start singing a new contemporary song, Bethel Music’s “The Lion 
and the Lamb” on Sunday, November 11th. 

The choir schedule for November is as follows: 
Sunday, 11/4      Senior Choir                                           8:30 am 
Sunday, 11/11   Rhythm Section & Singers     8:30 & 11:00 am       
Sunday, 11/18   Senior Choir                                          11:00 am 
Wed. 11/21        Senior Choir                                            7:00 pm 

Interested in joining one of our musical groups?  Contact Rick Krueger for details – or just come to a 
practice and try us out!  Here are the details: 

 Senior Choir practices are Wednesdays at 7 pm in the sanctuary on November 7th, 14th and 28th.   
A special practice for the Thanksgiving Eve service will be held on Tuesday, November 20st at 7 
pm.  During Advent, starting on December 5th, Senior Choir will practice for one hour following 
Wednesday night Service. 

 Rhythm Section & Singers will practice on November 7th at 8:15 pm in the sanctuary.  Practices 
last 30-45 minutes. 

 
TUNE UP SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10th AT 10:00 AM!  
Think you can’t sing?  Rick Krueger would like to help you give it a try!  In a safe small group setting, you 
can learn how to sing in tune and match pitch; the spiritual & physical benefits of singing with others (in 
worship & elsewhere) are immense!  Limited space is available; sign up at the Welcome Center or 
contact Rick if you’re interested.  
 
GRAND RAPIDS LCMS YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 
For November’s area-wide event, youth will assemble care packages and distribute them to the 
homeless in downtown Grand Rapids.  Youth and adults will  meet at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
(located at 2 Michigan St NE) for lunch on Sunday, November 18, with the event immediately 
following.  Watch for more details!  Youth, if you and your friends are interested in this event, please 
RSVP to Mr. Krueger by Sunday, November 11. 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for lunch at the Omelette Shoppe, 1880 Breton Rd. SE, on Thursday, 
November 15th, at 11:30 am.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
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Women’s Ministry Con’t: 
 
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE, BAZAAR, COUNTRY STORE, VENDORS AND LUNCHEON - SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 1, 2018, 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.  We hope you are planning to attend our annual congregational 
event - bring a friend AND spread the news, please! We welcome homemade cookies, candies, etc., and 
craft items. If you have gently used Christmas items to donate, there will be a marked table in the 
basement for our Country Store.  No clothing please.  Contact person for Country Store:  Sharon Hula. 
Bazaar/Craft Items:  Judy Gerke. Sign-up sheets will be at the Welcome Center for cookies and 
volunteers to work at various locations on THE day; we will also need assistance with table 
arrangements.  If you bake cookies for decorating, please bring them to the church kitchen by Monday, 
November 26th, or bring them on that Sunday. Cookie decorating will be done on Tuesday, November 
27th, at 1 p.m.  There are still vendor locations available, contact Barb Brinkman.  Nonmembers: $20.00 
and members $10.00. New luncheon menu this year!  We are looking forward to seeing YOU there! 
 
 

Other 
 

FALL BACK 
Remember that Daylight Saving Time ends on November 4th at 2 a.m.  Be sure to set your 
clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday evening, November 3rd. 
 

CAN LOW INTEREST RATES be frustrating?   Sure they can, if financial gain is your sole motivation for 
investing.  For those of us, however, who believe that all of our possessions are a gift from God, how we 
put to use the financial resources He has entrusted us matters more.  Church Extension Fund is 
privileged to provide investment options with competitive returns that might not always meet our 
individual expectations, but always benefit ministries in ways financial returns will never be able to 
measure.  Current rates are posted on the bulletin board outside the kitchen and forms and additional 
literature are also available at the Welcome Center located in the narthex.  For more information, call 
toll-free 800-242-3944, or visit www.mi-cef.org.    (This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer 
to buy. Offers for sales of securities are by Offering Circular only. The securities are subject to certain risk 
factors as described in the Offering Circular. CEF investments are not SPIC or FDIC insured deposit 
accounts.) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns:  Rick Heidenga, friend of the Connors; Paul 
Gergola, cousin of Renee Davis; Joann Hilton, Maureen Coulman, friend of Joe & Becky 
Buss; Michelle Silvernail, friend of Lisa VanEtten; Lynne Chadfield, friend of Lisa VanEtten; 
Maxine Kayser, mother of Doris Kayser; Barb Connor, David Reynolds, father-in-law of Sam 

& Joann Hilton's daughter; Nancy McWatters, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Jerry Tiedt, Rob 
Gallini, neighbor of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Dana Agnew, daughter of Pastor & Shirley Hoese; Bill 
Conner, son of Max & Barb Conner; Jean, mother of a friend of Carol Mushong; Sandra Burr, 
mother of Lisa Rule; Beverly Davis, mother of Al Davis; Larry H. Rich, great grandson of Arline 
Woosley; Phil & Sharon Fahling, Jackie Navoychik, friend of Sandy Ryan; Nancy Bowens, cousin 
of Sharon Fahling; Hunter Andrus, grandaughter of Colleen Andrus; Linda Kilgore, mother of 
Cathy Quackenbush; Larry Peterson, friend of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Ken Stayton, Matt, friend of 
Bill & Diane Legate's daughter Kelsey; Jim Potter, Sr., Sharry Milner, daughter-in-law of Shirley 
Lang and Laurie Teasly, niece of Sandy Ryan. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Aimee & Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis 
Klutman; Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine Jingles; 
Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, 
friend of Nyha French; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, 
grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of 
Bill & Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, 
nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond 
Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 
WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service with no 
commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping done just for 

the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on 
Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 
377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 
 

November 4, 2018 – All Saints’ Day Observed 
“The Finish Line!” - Sermon Text: Revelation 7:9-17 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

November 11, 2018 – Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
“A Widow’s Example” - Sermon Text: Mark 12:41-44 - Rev. James Elsner  

November 18, 2018 – Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Step by Step” - Sermon Text: Hebrews 10:11-25 - Rev. William Mueller 

November 25, 2018 – Last Sunday of the Church Year “Watch!” - Sermon Text: Mark 13:26, 33-37 – Rev. 
Dr. Walter Maier III 
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SERVING YOU . . . 
 

Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 


