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Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters of Messiah, 

 Greetings in the name of our ever-faithful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 Most of you have heard by now that I have submitted my resignation as called pastor of 
Messiah effective December 31, 2018 for personal health and family health reasons. This decision was 
made after much prayerful consideration and consultation with family, close friends in the ministry, and 
my doctor. 

 Daina and I will be moving closer to where her brother Mark lives (he is in north Texas, we will 
be in western Arkansas). Mark is dealing with his own major health issues, and we are each other’s 
closest family. Over the last few months as he experienced another health crisis of his own, we acutely 
felt the distance between us. I know so many of you here at Messiah have made moves and sacrifices to 
care for your own families, and now it is our turn. 

 2019 will be a year for Daina and I both to focus on our health. God-willing, at the end of next 
year, I will be ready to return to full time ministry in that north Texas southern Oklahoma western 
Arkansas area close to where Mark lives. 

 We have been richly blessed by our time here at Messiah. What a wonderful congregation for a 
pastor fresh out of the seminary to be called to by God’s good and gracious will! You allowed us to be 
ourselves in growing into those new roles of pastor and pastor’s wife, and became a dear family to us 
along the journey. 

 The elders, the council, Rick and I are already at work on making the transition to Messiah’s next 
shepherd. (Let me remind you that God already knows who that shepherd is going to be!) In the 
meantime, they will be making sure that the pulpit stays filled with solid preachers of God’s Word; that 
the Word gets taught in truth and purity to both old and young; and that spiritual care and the comfort 
of Christ is given to those most in need of it. 

The call process is not always the easiest, I know (I’ve been part of a few before entering the 
ministry) – but when we come to some of those rocky points our prayer can always be that of the man 
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with the demon-possessed son from the Gospel we heard a few weeks back: “Lord I believe! Help my 
unbelief!” Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will remain ever faithful to His promises to preserve His 
church! 

Daina and I look forward to these next three months with you here at Messiah. We are going to 
richly cherish our times together as we all build each other up and encourage each other in the faith! 

God’s richest blessings to you always in His Son, Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 

Messiah Updates and October Events 

 
A NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES: 
The roof has been repaired.  Now we are busy contracting a snow removal company.  If you are 
interested in joining this team of men and women who oversee the building, please contact Sherry 
Garchow or Carol Mushong.  You do not need to be handy.  Many of our projects require getting the 
best bid, and seeing that the contractor has access to the building. 
 
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE gifts to Messiah in memory of Dave Merkle, from Don & Karen 
DeYoung. 
 
FOOD PANTRY- Social Ministries needs your help again in stocking our pantry.  Items especially needed: 
Soups, canned fruits, vegetables, spaghetti, rice, cereals, cake mixes, puddings, jell-o, tuna fish, mac & 
cheese and jelly.  Thanks for caring and for your help.  Any questions please call Dale Reinke, 365-8325. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to our Preschool Director VONDA SMESTAD.  She has received the well-deserved 
Early Learning Award of over $2700.00 for school supplies!  This is given under the “Great Start to 
Quality” program sponsored by the Michigan Board of Education.  She has purchased new “cubbies” for 
the children, new furniture for the classrooms and many new learning tools.  Other exciting news is that 
enrollment has risen to 34 students from 22 last year.  The Board of Education is thrilled with all the 
great news coming from our preschool under Vonda’s capable direction. 
 
BOWLING LEAGUE BIGINS:  The bowling league begins Sunday, October 14th at 3:00 pm at Northfield 

Lanes on Plainfield.  We bowl every other Sunday through April and the cost is $11 per 
person, which includes bowling and a prize fund used towards a season ending banquet.  
Substitute bowlers are always welcome and will be charged $9.50.  If you are interested in 

bowling, come join us at Northfield Lanes on the 14th.  If you have any questions, please call Joanne 
Gillette at 365-2760. 
 
FALL CLEAN-UP DAY is Saturday, October 20th from 8:00 am till noon!  We start with a quick breakfast 
and choose what we want to work on from a list provided by the Trustees.  Typically we wash windows, 
tables, chairs, and pews or outside we clean up the landscaping and rake leaves if they have fallen.  If 
you notice something that needs to be done please let us know.  Contact Carol Mushong if you have any 
questions and please plan to be here for this important day.  ALSO, let us know if you would prefer 
scheduling an evening clean up time.  We know Saturday mornings are very busy.  We are flexible. 
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Messiah Updates and October Events Cont. 
 
ANNUAL HARVEST DINNER AND BAKE SALE - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21st, FOLLOWING LATE SERVICE -  

Mark your calendar, invite your family and friends.  Roast pork dinner with trimmins' and 
yummy desserts!  Adults $6.00 children $3.00 and kiddies under 3 - FREE!  Our bake sale 
will include regular and mini-size pies, breads, candy, cookies, bars and KETTLE CORN! 

There is also a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center for those who would like to provide items for the 
bake sale and/or help with serving/clean-up for this event.  (We will need some helping hands, please!)  
Questions?  Contact a Guild member. 
 
HERE COMES WELCOME SUNDAY 
Get ready to meet your new brothers and sisters in Christ on Sunday, October 28th!   We will hold one 

worship service that day at 10:00 am, during which we’ll welcome our new members from 
recent months.  Sunday School and Bible class will be held earlier, at 8:45 am.  Following the 
service, we’ll introduce our new members at a dessert reception in the fellowship hall.  Make 

your plans and mark your calendars to be with us as we give thanks to God for the people he brings into 
our fellowship! 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER - Sunday afternoon, October 28th. A Messiah favorite! Enjoy this tour of food, 
fellowship and fun. All ages welcome! Signup at the Welcome Center. If you are interested in hosting or 
helping with food, please note this on the signup sheet. See Marlene A., Tammy A. or any LIFT member 
with questions. 

SIGN UP FOR TRUNK OR TREAT!  TUESDAY EVENING THIS YEAR! 
Messiah's 9th annual Trunk or Treat is set for this month.  Welcoming our church, 
preschool and community families, this event connects us with hundreds of children 
every year!  

This year, Messiah’s Board of Outreach has scheduled Trunk or Treat for Tuesday, 
October 30th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  We will have trunks with treats in our parking lot, along with light 
snacks in our fellowship hall.  It’s a chance for us to build relationships with the folks we’ve connected 
with in our community! 

We need plenty of volunteers and donations of food to help make this year’s Trunk or Treat a success.  
Please consider helping by:  

 Donating bags of pre-wrapped candy.  Look for donation boxes near the mailboxes and the 
Welcome Center.  

 Signing up to donate other food – check out the sign-up sheet.  

 Signing up to bring your car and pass out treats from your trunk.  Cars can be decorated or 
undecorated; you can wear costumes or come as you are.  We’re looking for at least 25 trunks 
full of treats this year!  

 Signing up to help with  
o serving popcorn and juice in our fellowship hall.  
o parking cars and directing our guests to the trunks, the treats, and more!  

You can sign up at Messiah’s Welcome Center or in Adult Bible Class by Sunday, October 21st.  Thanks! 
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Messiah Updates and October Events Cont. 
 
DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS: 

 Every time you shop at your local Family Fare, D & W Fresh Market, Forest Hills 
Grocery and any other participating Spartan store, save your receipts. Once we’ve 
collected $150,000 in receipts from these stores, we can turn those slips of paper into a 

$1,000 check for Messiah Lutheran Preschool! 

Sharon Hula reported that we have $21,000 in Spartan receipts from Family Fare and D&W.  Please keep 
saving the complete receipts and put them in Sharon's box or in the downstairs mailbox. 
 
UPDATED ASSIGNED ELDERS–These are your “official” Elders, remember you can always approach ANY 
Elder at any time with a concern!!!! 

Elder   Last Name Begins With 

Jack Keller  A thru C 
Dale Reinke  D thru Gi 
Dwight Anderson Gle thru Hoo  
Bill Brinkman  Hou thru Kru 
Max Conner  Kry thru Mee 
Pete Garchow  Mer thru Pe 
Randy Gerke  Pi thru Sha 
Larry Goodlander She thru Tr 
Mark Hoogerhyde Ty thru Z 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 

 
GRAND RAPIDS LCMS YOUTH UPDATE 
37 youth & adults from 5 area congregations took part in September’s Day at Camp Concordia.  Thanks 
to Duane Ambrose for his help organizing the event, and to Dr. Craig & Mary Oldenburg for their 
hospitality and the opportunity to serve! 

This month, GR LCMS Youth will have the chance to enjoy a costume party at Craig’s Cruisers on Sunday, 
October 21st.  Along with food and fun, youth and adults will discover more about The Masks of Jesus.  
This event is open to Junior High & Senior High youth; cost is $20 per person for Craig’s Cruisers buffet 
and multiple activities.  Youth and parents, look for more event and RSVP information coming soon! 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
Our churches teach that the remembrance of the saints is to be commended in order that we 
may imitate their faith and good works according to our calling. 
– Augsburg Confession, Article 21 

On Sunday, November 4th we’ll celebrate All Saints Sunday, moved from November 1st. (Our 
culture’s name for October 31st, Hallowe’en, comes from its original name of All Hallows 

[Saints] Eve – just like Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.) 

In our worship services on November 4th, we’ll thank God for his mercy to those who have departed this 
life in faith and now live eternally with Him in heaven.  All members of Messiah who have passed away 
since All Saints Sunday of 2017 will be included.  
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk Cont. 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY CON’T: 

We would be happy to include your late Christian loved ones or friends in our commemoration.  
Please note: names of those who have passed away since October 2017 will be read; those who 

passed away before then will be silently included in the commemoration and listed in the service folder.  
A display will be placed on Messiah’s Welcome Center beginning Sunday, October 7th. Please write the 
name or names of the saints you’d like included on one of the slips found there, then return the slip to 
the display. 

Thanks for your participation in this celebration of God’s grace! 
 
TUNE UP SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10th AT 10:00 AM!  

Think you can’t sing?  Rick Krueger would like to help you give it a try!  In a safe small 
group setting, you can learn how to sing in tune and match pitch; the spiritual & physical 
benefits of singing with others (in worship & elsewhere) are immense!  Limited space is 
available; sign up at the Welcome Center or contact Rick if you’re interested.  

 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 
LADIES:  Have you planned to attend the LWML FALL RALLY ON OCTOBER 13TH?  Registration ($10):  
9:30 a.m. at Messiah with continental breakfast and meeting at 9:50  a.m.  Guest speaker will be the 
Rev. David Fleming (Our Savior Lutheran Church).  He serves as Associate Director of DOXOLOGY.    
Come and hear how "Doxology Works for You."  A delicious luncheon will be served. The Gifts of Love 
Ingathering will be designated for Camp Concordia as follows:  Band-Aids, flex fabric, .75 x 3", gauze 
pads, 3" square, copy paper, colored or white, 8-1/2" x 11", blue painters' tape - 1" wide (for marking 
food containers), bandanas, and Scotch Brite Dobie pads.  Please place your gifts on the table located in 
the Sanctuary Foyer.  Even if you are unable to attend, your ingathering contributions will be gratefully 
appreciated.  We hope to see YOU there! 
 
CHRISTMAS CRAFTS - Do you have ideas for crafts to sell at our annual bazaar? Watch for details for a 
day to "craft together"! Share your ideas and/or availability with Carolyn Mueller. 
 

PRAYER PALS   
Sunday, October 14th, at 6:00 pm, all ladies of the congregation are invited to join us at 
church for our semi-annual Prayer Pals revealing dinner.  This is a great way to meet and 
get to know our sisters-in-Christ at Messiah, as well as share a time of prayer and 

fellowship.  Please bring a dish to share for dinner, as well as a small gift for the lady you have been 
praying for.  If you would like to join for the first time or are ready to join again, please just come.  We 
would love to have you with us.  Please call Marlene Anderson (616-822-5113) or Deb Domine (616-292-
6831) with any questions.   
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner at Timber Inn, 6555 Belding Rd NE, on Thursday, October 25th, 
at 4:30 pm.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
GUILD GLEANINGS: 
October 7th - LWML Sunday and Blessing of the 85 Quilts. 
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Women’s Ministry Cont. 
 
October 21st - Harvest Dinner immediately following late service. Menu:  Roast Pork, Red Potatoes, 
Green Beans, Butternut Squash, Homemade Applesauce, Rolls, Beverages and Desserts.  Bake sale and 
kettle corn.  Adults:  $6, Children, 12 and under $3 and children under 3 - FREE. 

November 3rd - Semi-annual Altar Guild meeting, 9:00 a.m. - Prayerfully consider serving our Lord in this 
group.  If you are already a member, PLEASE make every attempt to attend this important meeting.  
Questions?  See Carol Mushong. 
 
December 1st, Saturday - COOKIE SALE, BAZAAR, VENDORS AND LUNCHEON - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Cookie 
bakers AND helpers will be needed.  A cookie baker and helper sign-up sheet will be at the Welcome 
Center.  Questions?  See Barb Brinkman or Judy Gerke. 

Kitchen cleaning is incomplete - please consider spending a little time in helping to complete this task.  
Indicate areas completed on sign-up sheet above dishwasher.  Thank you to those who have already 
helped. 

Sharon Fahling has stepped down from serving as Guild Treasurer for approximately 30 years due to 
health issues.  Thank you, dear Sharon!  Well done, thou good and faithful servant!  Sandy Ryan will 
complete this term of office as Guild Treasurer. 

Sharon Hula has volunteered to serve as funeral luncheon coordinator and meals for those with health 
issues and those who are welcoming new bundles of joy into their families.  Barb Brinkman thanks all of 
you who have so willingly provided food and assistance in this service project through the years.  It has 
been a blessing to Barb to work with bereaved and other families.   

Just an FYI - If anyone wishes to borrow any kitchen equipment, utensils, etc., please sign out these 
items with our office manager, Sandy Goodlander.  She is in the office weekday mornings. 
 
 

Other Items 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns:  Barb Conner, Neida Baker, daughter of Sandy 
& Larry Goodlander; David Reynolds, father-in-law of Sam & Joann Hilton’s daughter; Nancy 
McWatters, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Jerry Tiedt, Rob Gallini, neighbor of Bill & Rita 

VanEtten; Bill Conner, son of Max & Barb Conner; Dana Agnew, daughter of Pastor & Shirley 
Hoese; Jean, mother of a friend of Carol Mushong; Sandra Burr, mother of Lisa Rule; Al Davis,  
Beverly Davis, mother of Al Davis; Larry H. Rich, great grandson of Arline Woosley; Phil & 
Sharon Fahling, Jackie Navoychik, friend of Sandy Ryan; Serenity Knight, family member of Bill 
& Rita VanEtten; Nancy Bowens, cousin of Sharon Fahling; Hunter Andrus, grandaughter of 
Colleen Andrus; Linda Kilgore, mother of Cathy Quackenbush; Larry Peterson, friend of Bill & 
Barb Brinkman; Ken Stayton, Matt, friend of Bill & Diane Legate’s daughter Kelsey; Jim Potter, 
Sr., Sharry Milner, daughter-in-law of Shirley Lang and Laurie Teasly, niece of Sandy Ryan. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Aimee and Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis 
Klutman; Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine Jingles; 
Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, 
friend of Nyha French; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, 
grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS CONT. 
 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in 
law of Bill & Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew 
Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and 
Raymond Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 

WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service 
with no commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special 
taping done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday 
mornings at 11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), 
and DirecTV (channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at 

www.worshipforshutins.org 
 
October 7, 2018 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
“At Last!” - Sermon Text: Genesis 2:18-25 - Rev. William Mueller 
October 14, 2018 – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
“Born to Die?” - Sermon Text: Psalm 90 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
October 21, 2018 – Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
“Looking Back” - Sermon Text: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20- Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
October 28, 2018 – Reformation Day Observed 
“Set Free!” - Sermon Text: John 8:31-36 – Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege 
 

 
SERVING YOU . . . 
 

Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 


