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Messiah Messenger  
September 2018 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 September is here and regular school is already in full swing. Messiah waits until after Labor Day 
and then gets our “education year” humming. We return to our 8:30 and 11 AM worship service times 
with 9:45 AM education hour starting on Rally Day, September 9th. A picnic follows the late service that 
day.  

Our preschool begins that Monday (the 10th) when the 3, 4 and young 5 year olds walk through 
the door. (We’ve been able to add a second class of 3 year olds and a young 5’s class this year, thanks be 
to God.) It’s a joy to know that these little ones are beginning their formal education hearing of God’s 
love for them in Jesus Christ. 

 Our Sunday School’s Growing in Christ curriculum will be studying Old Testament accounts 
grouped under the heading “God Protects His People in Egypt and the Exodus.” The adults will be 
Growing in Christ also, as we will join the Sunday School in studying those same accounts in Adult Bible 
Study. 

 Our other weekly Bible study offering is LifeLight, which provides 3 different opportunities to 
meet – Sunday morning, Tuesday morning and Wednesday night. They will be doing an “Overview of the 
Bible.” 

 The women of Messiah have a couple of additional classes available. The CARES study meets on 
Wednesday mornings, and their book is titled Thank, Praise, Serve and Obey: Recover the Joys of Piety. 
You might say “But Pastor, I thought Pietism is bad.” That may be so, but PIETY is good! The W(omen) 
O(f) the W(ord) – WOW group will be studying Donna Pyle’s Forgiveness: Received from God, Extended 
to Others. They meet the second Monday morning of the month. 

 For our young people, in addition to Sunday School, we have Confirmation (7th-8th grades) and 
Pre-Confirmation (5th-6th grades) that both meet on Monday nights. 

Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Senior Pastor   pastor.bartzsch@messiahgr.org 

Rick Krueger, Parish Assistant   rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 

Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director   smestadv@messiahgr.org 
Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager office@messiahgr.org or 

       Sandy.goodlander@messiahgr.org 
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 I encourage you to avail yourself of the many different opportunities to study God’s Word with 

your fellow believers. We ask God’s blessing on this year, and give thanks for how much He has blessed 

Messiah through His Word and through His Son! 

 
Your brother and servant in Christ, 

Pastor Bartzsch 

 
 

Messiah Updates and September Events 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY – Sunday School and Adult Bible Study both kick off for the year on 
Sunday, September 9th at 9:45 AM. This fall, both groups will be studying the same accounts from the 
Old Testament recorded in the books of Genesis – Numbers.  
 
CONFIRMATION AND PRE-CONFIRMATION -  will be held on Mondays starting Monday, September 17th 
from 6:00-7:00 PM in the upstairs classrooms. Confirmation is for 7th-8th graders, and these 2 years of 
instruction are required for confirmation to occur in May of the 8th grade year. Pre-Confirmation is for 
4th-6th graders, and is encouraged but optional. We study the 6 chief parts of the catechism along with 
various Biblical accounts that relate to those parts. 
 
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE gifts to Messiah in memory of Dave Merkle from Dan & Sharon Hula. 
 
LIFELIGHT: Fall Bible Study on The BIBLE, An Overview 
This fall our LifeLight will be a topical study on an overview of the Bible.  The entire Bible, Old and New 
Testaments, comes to us as God’s gift.  “All Scripture is God-breathed,” (2 Timothy 3:16), that is, God 
inspired human authors with His very own thoughts and words.  It carries power to change lives in Christ 
Jesus. 

The Bible is an ancient book, written over a period of some 1500 years, from about 1400 B.C. to 100 
A.D., yet it is timely.  That’s because it is timeless—its truths apply to each new generation.  The well-
known words of Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd,” offer the same comfort to believers today as they 
did to the people of God when David wrote them some 3000 years ago. 

“More Bibles are bought and fewer read than any other, book,” laments one Christian author.  But he 
goes on to say, “If you see a Bible falling apart, it probably belongs to someone who isn’t.”  God did not 
give us the Bible to gather dust.  It’s ours to use!  It’s ours that we might grow in knowledge, strength, 
and faith!  The Bible—and the Christ it proclaims—is also ours to share.  There is absolutely no greater 
gift that we can pass on to the next generation.  To this end may God bless us!   

Fall classes begin the second week of September beginning on Wednesday, September 12th, at 6:00 pm, 
taught by Dan Bohlinger.  Classes are also offered Sunday mornings at 9:45 am starting September 16th 
taught by Dwight Anderson & Randy Gerke and Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am starting September 18th 
taught by Shirley Hoese.  

LifeLight is a 9-week Bible Study open to everyone.   Student guides are available in the Welcome center 
or may be picked up at the first class session.  

“I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man.  All the good from the savior of the world 
is communicated to us through this book.”              Abraham Lincoln 
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Messiah Updates and September Events Con’t: 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY, the board of education will be hosting a picnic on Sunday, September 
9th, after the second service to celebrate the kickoff of our Christian Education programs. Lunch will 
feature hot dogs and hamburgers, chips, veggies, lemonade and ice creme cones. Please join us outside 
(weather permitting) on the deck. 
 
BIBLES ON SALE – along with other books! Take a peek at the display table out in the church foyer and 
get some deeply discounted prices from Concordia Publishing House on Bibles and other great books. 
Orders must be in by Monday, September 24th, and checks should be made out to Messiah. 
 
MESSIAH SMALL GROUPS MEET AND EAT 
“We enjoyed the food and fellowship” and “Would like to do it again” are some of the comments from 
individuals who participated in our small groups meet and eat this summer.  Our LIFT (Lutherans in 
Fellowship Together) Committee is sponsoring the activity again this fall.  Sign up information is in the 
Welcome Center and everyone is welcome to join us for food and fellowship. 
 
THANK YOU – I want to thank everyone for all your prayers for my son, Colonel Daniel E. Gerke, who 

recently retired after 30 years of service in the United States Air Force.  Thank you so 
much!!!! Judy 

 
THANKS to all of you for the wonderful “farewell” party on Sunday, August 12th.  I’ll 
never forget all your smiling faces.  Thanks for giving me such an unforgettable 
memory.  M. Meehleder 
 

 
THROUGH DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS, the Parish Service Guild has a great new way to raise money to help 

with the ongoing needs of our Preschool! 

 Every time you shop at your local Family Fare, D & W Fresh Market, Forest Hills 
Grocery and any other participating Spartan store, save your receipts. Once we’ve 

collected $150,000 in receipts from these stores, we can turn those slips of paper into a $1,000 check for 
Messiah Lutheran Preschool! 
 
To reach our goal, we’ll be collecting eligible receipts in our Direct Your Dollars box. The box has the logo 
on it, and it’s located on the shelving outside the office. Or, you may drop them off in Sharon Hula’s 
mailbox. 

Please make sure you drop off the entire original receipt.  Also, the receipt must have the words DIRECT 
YOUR DOLLARS on it to qualify. 
 
MEIJER CORPORATION IS LAUNCHING ANOTHER “SIMPLY GIVE” PROGRAM AUGUST 19th TO 
SEPTEMBER 15TH.  North End Community Ministry has been named as a recipient of gift cards from the 
Plainfield Meijer and the Knapp’s Corner Meijer. Cards are available at the Welcome Center. 
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Messiah Updates and September Events Con’t: 
 
ELDER ASSIGNMENTS - These are your “official” elders but remember you can always approach ANY 
elder at any time with a concern!!!! 

Elder   Last Name Begins With 

Jack Keller  A thru B   Max Conner  Kry thru Mee 
Randy Oppenneer C thru Di   Pete Garchow  Mer thru PE 
Dale Reinke  Do thru Gil   Randy Gerke  Pi thru Sha 
Dwight Anderson Gle thru Hoo    Larry Goodlander She thru Tr 
Bill Brinkman  Hou thru Kru   Mark Hoogerhyde Ty thru Z 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 

 
CALLING ALL MUSIC MAKERS! 
“I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations.” 
(Psalm 108:3) 

When we gather for worship, God lovingly serves us through His Holy Word and Sacraments.  
Responding to God’s love, we use His gift of music to pray, praise, proclaim and recount the story of His 
grace in song! 

Messiah’s music ensembles lead and support our musical praises in worship.  As we gear up for another 
year of activity, you can help by participating in these groups: 

 The Senior Choir sings for two Sundays a month (usually once at 8:30 am and once at 11 am), 
helps introduce new hymns and songs, and leads service music.  They also sing for festivals 
(Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Eve, Transfiguration of our Lord, Easter, Pentecost) and other 
special services (such as our annual Ascension service with St. Peter-Rockford). Weekly practices 
will start Wednesday, September 5th, lasting from 7 to 8:15 pm.   

 The Rhythm Section and Singers sing folk, gospel & contemporary anthems, help introduce new 
hymns & songs, and lead service music. The group plays and sings once a month for both 
services; they practice on an as-needed basis, usually on Wednesdays at 8:15 pm or Thursdays 
at 7 pm, with occasional practices on Saturday mornings. 

 Instrumental Ensembles (brass, woodwinds, strings and percussion) play for the festivals 
mentioned above, and throughout the year on an as-needed basis. 

If any of these musical groups interest you, please contact Rick Krueger for more details!  
 
WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
As the Time of the Church continues through September, the Gospel readings from Mark focus on the 
teachings and miracles.  Our altar, pulpit and lectern covers remain green as we continue to feed in the 
rich pastures of our Good Shepherd. 

Divine Service, Setting Four in Lutheran Service Book will be our order for communion services.  Matins 
and the Service of Prayer & Preaching will be used on non-communion Sundays.  We’ll also continue 
Praying the Catechism in worship, finishing Holy Baptism, then moving on to Confession and the Lord’s 
Supper.  Be sure to watch for installments of Kids in the Divine Service, Words We Sing in Worship (about 
our order of service) and What Does This Mean (with definitions of more “worship words”) in our 
service folders. 
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk Con’t: 
 
Congregational hymns and songs for September will include two new ones: “If Thou But Trust In God to 
Guide Thee,” number 750 in Lutheran Service Book; and “Every Promise of Your Word,” another 
“modern hymn” from Keith and Kristyn Getty.  You can hear both of these online using any good search 
engine. 

We pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper will strengthen your faith 
and empower you to share God’s love in Christ with the people in your life! 
 
CONFIRMATION PRAYER PARTNERS NEEDED! 
Are you willing to pray for and support one of our junior confirmands in the coming year as they grow in 
their faith?  We’re looking for Confirmation Prayer Partners as another year of instruction starts.  If 
you’d like to make a positive difference in a young Christian’s life, contact Rick Krueger.  Thanks!  
 
GRAND RAPIDS LCMS YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE  
More than 30 youth from local LCMS congregations (including Messiah) were part of last May’s kick-off 
event for this new, area-wide youth ministry effort!  Our schedule of monthly events for 2018-19 starts 
up with a Service Project at Camp Concordia on Sunday, September 16th from 2 to 7 pm.  Junior High 

and Senior High youth are invited to this event; it’ll include volunteer work 
on the camp’s swamp trail for mountain bikes; expect muddy conditions 
and fun!  There will also be a devotion by Dr. Craig Oldenburg, and a hot 
dog supper; cost for the meal will be $7 per person.  Want to attend? 
please contact Rick Krueger by Sunday, September 9th to reserve your 
spot!  We’ll leave from church for the camp at 1 pm on the 16th, returning 
by 8 pm.   

 
This is just the start to a great year of activities, where youth can get to know brothers and sisters in 
Christ from across the area, help others and have fun every month.  See you there! 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 

HELLO DEAR LADIES OF MESSIAH! WOW! IT’S TIME TO SEE WHO CARES! � 
WOW (Women Of the Word) begins on Monday, September 10th at 11:00. We meet the 2nd Monday of 
the month.  We will be reading a book called Forgiveness: Received from God, Extended to Others.   I 
hope to see you there! 

The CARES Study will begin on Wednesday, September 12th, 10:00 social time, 10:30 session starts. We 
meet every Wednesday. Our book will be Thank, Praise, Serve and Obey: Recovering the Joy of Piety.  
These 2 classes are open to adults of all ages! Bring a friend, too!  
God’s blessings, and I look forward to seeing you and learning with you! 
Daina Bartzsch 

 
PARISH SERVICE GUILD will meet Thursday, September 13th, at 12:30 pm for fellowship and 
refreshments; 1:00 pm for business meeting.  We welcome new attendees and new ideas.  Our goals are 
focused on service to God, fellowship and outreach at Messiah.  A special idea will be shared by Carolyn 
Mueller.We look forward to seeing YOU!  Devotions: Judy Gerke, Hostesses: Pat Mull and Sharon 
Narvarre.  Questions??  Call Barb Brinkman or Judy Gerke. 
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Women’s Ministry Con’t: 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner at Outback Steakhouse, 3475 Alpine Ave NW, on Thursday, 
September 27th, at 4:30 pm.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 

GARAGE SALE UPDATE:  We will be able to continue our church garage sales so please feel free to drop 
your donations in the normal spot. If you have any questions contact either Sandy Hoffman 340-6850 
(sanhoff.4gma@gmail.com) or Judy Gerke 363-8412. 

LADIES:  LWML FALL RALLY:  DOXOLOGY Works for you 
Presenter: Rev. David Fleming, Our Savior Lutheran, Grand Rapids 
What is Doxology?   
Why is Rev. Fleming so enthusiastic about it? 
Come, Hear and Learn How Doxology Works for You 

When:  Saturday, October 13, 2018 
Where:  Messiah Lutheran Church 
Time:  9:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Registration:  $10.00 (continental breakfast and lunch included) 

This will be a 4 hour event you will not want to miss.  Come, learn more of the LWML and reap the 
benefits of good fellowship and spiritual enrichment. 
 
 

Men’s Ministry 
 

MEN’S RETREAT: SEPTEMBER 28 & 29, 2018 
Attention all men of Messiah!  Messiah's Annual Men's Retreat is scheduled at Camp 
Concordia for Friday and Saturday, September 28th & 29th.  Cost is $40 per person and if 
you chose to golf at The Links of Bowen Lake on Saturday, there will be an additional fee 

for golf.  Registration sign-ups are in the Welcome Center or in Adult Bible studies.  Contact Dwight 
Anderson at 647-7549 or danderson9586@yahoo.com with any questions or suggestions. 

The Schedule of Activities is:  

Friday, September 28th  
5 pm       Check in @ Lodge  
6 pm       Steak Dinner @ Lodge 
7 pm  Opening Worship/Bible Study @ East Room 
8 pm  Campfire 
9 pm       Games @ (East Room) BUNCO, etc. 

Saturday, September 29th  
7:30 am Hot Breakfast @ East Room 
8:30 am Worship/Bible Study @ East Room  
9:30 – 11:30  Work Project at Camp  
12 Noon Lunch, Brats & Dogs @ Lodge 
1 pm  Golf, Work Project or Leisure Time   
5 pm       Corn Hole  
6 pm  Fish Dinner @ Lodge 
7 pm  Closing Worship/Bible Study @ East Room 
8 pm       Clean Up 
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Other Items 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns:  Rob Gallini, neighbor of Bill & Rita VanEtten; 
Bill Conner, son of Max & Barb Conner; Dana Agnew, daughter of Pastor & Shirley Hoese; 
Aimee and Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis Klutman; Lisa VanEtten, 

daughter of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Jean, mother of a friend of Carol Mushong; Sandra Burr, 
mother of Lisa Rule; Al Davis,  Beverly Davis, mother of Al Davis; Larry H. Rich, great grandson 
of Arline Woosley; Bernice Washinifski, friend of Judy Spencer; Joann Hilton, Natalie O’Rourke, 
Phil & Sharon Fahling, Joh Bradley, friend of Judy Spencer; Judy Spencer, John Mullooly, son-in-
law of Sam & Joann Hilton; Jackie Navoychik, friend of Sandy Ryan; Serenity Knight, family 
member of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Nancy Bowens, cousin of Sharon Fahling; Hunter Andrus, 
grandaughter of Colleen Andrus; Linda Kilgore, mother of Cathy Quackenbush; Larry Peterson, 
friend of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Ken Stayton, Matt, friend of Bill & Diane Legate’s daughter 
Kelsey; Jim Potter, Sr., Marlene Peasley,  Sharry Milner, daughter-in-law of Shirley Lang and 
Laurie Teasly, niece of Sandy Ryan. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, 
niece of Elaine Jingles; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah 
Kearney; Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Jessica Santa Clara; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, 
friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of 
Bill & Diane Legate; Randy Tanis, great nephew of Marcie Merkle, Jacob Teeple, grandnephew 
of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, 
nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 For Tahseen Kanwal (daughter of Pastor and Rosy Masih) and husband, Imran, their children 

Rain and Trinity and the twins, Riley and Leslie. That they transition well to their temporary 
home in Virginia until the way is made clear for them to join the rest of the family here. 

 
WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service with no 

commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping 
done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 
11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV 
(channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

 
September 2, 2018 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Stand Against the Devils” - Sermon Text: Ephesians 6:10-20 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
September 9, 2018 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Perfect Healing” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:31-37 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
September 16, 2018 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Help My Unbelief” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:24 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege 
September 23, 2018 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Let God Be God!” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:30-37 – Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
September 30, 2018 – Pentecost 
“Belonging to Christ” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:38-50 – Rev. James Elsner 
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SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. Tom Bartzsch, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Mrs. Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mrs. Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Mrs. Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 
 


