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 Messiah Messenger  
August 2019 

 
Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  

through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 
ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PATIENTLY WAITING GOR GOD'S BLESSINGS 

    Years ago there was a little fast-food hamburger place on Plainfield call "Hot and Now!"  In its day it 
was a very, very popular hamburger "joint" or rather, should I say "drive-through.  There was no place to 
sit down and eat, just a FAST order window.  Ah, to have such a system for bringing us God's Blessings!  
But no, our Lord wants us to wait, be patient, and keep praying.  It is spiritually good for us because it 
teaches us not only that God is in charge but also that we need to humbly wait for His good and perfect 
time. 

    Patience is one of the 9-fold fruits of the Holy Spirit. (See Galatians 5:22-23).  It is not something that 
we naturally have -- like waiting for a new pastor!  And even when we learn that he is finally coming, we 
impatiently want to know when!  He would have to sell his house, pack up all his things, find a new 
home up here in the Grand Rapids area.  That all takes time, which all out of our hands. 

    Therefore I would suggest that we follow the example of the wise farmer as we read in James 5:7-8, 
"Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, being patient over it until it receives the early and the late rain.  You also be patient."  
Unfortunately, we are all more like 2-year olds who have been told that they're going to have a 
"Birthday Party!"  As much as a parent may keep saying "Just wait; your party is coming," the child keeps 
saying (whining) "But when?  Is it now!" 

    Your old pastor emeritus who has been serving you during this longer than expected vacancy is 
impatient too.  So, rather than giving you all sorts of Bible passages that say "Be Patient," I will leave you 
with a sure thing -- a benediction.  St. Paul once wrote to the church at Colossae, "May you be 
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light."  We 
will always be waiting for God's blessings, even our final and eternal inheritance.  And this apostolic 
benediction promises us "endurance and patience with joy." 

    God's gracious benediction be with you all!  "Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently. (Psalm 37:7) 

        Rev. James H. Blain, vacancy pastor 

 [The Canadian comedian "Red Green" says to each of us as he patiently winds a new fishing lure, "I'm 
pullin' for ya.  We're all in this together!"] 

Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor   Phone (616)616-288-5594 

Rick Krueger, Parish Assistant   rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 
Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director   smestadv@messiahgr.org 

Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager office@messiahgr.org or 
       Sandy.goodlander@messiahgr.org 
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Messiah Updates and August Events 
 
REV. DAVID APPOLD CALL:   
A divine call was placed to Rev. David Appold on June 23, 2019 to be the Pastor here at Messiah.  The 
call documents with supporting information about Messiah were sent to him the next day.  After 
reviewing the documents, he was in town the following week and met with church leaders and staff for 
further discussions.  On Sunday, July 28, 2019, after prayers and deliberation with his family and church, 
he announced that he decided to return the call and continue his ministry at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Paducah, Kentucky.  We pray for him and his continued ministry there. 
 
The Call Committee will be meeting soon to determine what the next steps will be. We will keep the 
congregation informed as we go about finding who God has chosen to be our next Pastor.  Thanks go 
out to Pastor Blain for his continued service as the Vacancy Pastor. 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
 
Last month a call went out for funds to repair the soffit over the apse, and the results were amazing, we 
now have the money to pay the contractor, and construction is scheduled to begin July 15; the Trustees 
are breathing a sigh of relief.  Thank you for your swift response to this request for funds. 
 
Consumers Energy did an energy audit of the church building and recommended all the light bulbs be 
replaced with LEDs.  The total cost for the project is $8,176; however, the pay-back period is only 5 
years.  There is no money to fund this project, so it will be funded through the Capital Improvement 
Fund.  This project was number two on the list, and now that the eave repair is funded, it has moved to 
number one.  We want to lower our bill ASAP to begin realizing the savings and improve our financial 
cash flow. 
 
Again, envelopes are available at the Welcome Center, or you can simply place an additional check in 
your regular envelope with "Capital Improvement Fund" in the memo line. 
 
The following projects cannot be funded through regular offerings; therefore, all donations to the 
“Capital Improvement Fund” will be used to complete the following projects in order: 
   

1. Repair Roof Overhang   $3,750 (Funded) 
2. Replace Light Bulbs with LEDs  $8,176 
3. Sanctuary Carpeting   $6,000 to $12,000 
4. Brick Repair on North Wall  $9,000 
5. Hearing Loop    $5,300 
6. Front Entrance Snow Curtains  $2,200 

 
Any questions about the projects can be directed to any Trustee, any questions about funding can be 
directed to the Board of Stewardship. 
 
Board of Stewardship 
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Messiah Updates and August Events, continued: 
 
OUR SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 am (June 2nd ends September 1st) 
• Education Hour – 9:00 am (June 2nd ends August 25th).   
• There will be no Bible Class or Sunday School on Labor Day weekend. 
• Monday Worship – 7:00 pm (June 3rd ends August 26th) 
 
PRESCHOOL IS LOOKING TO HIRE AN ASSISTANT for our "Terrific Threes” class at Messiah this 
upcoming school year?  Contact Vonda Smestad at smestadv@messiahgr.org if you would like specific 
information on this position.  Also, please keep our program in your prayers as we go through the hiring 
process.  God is continually doing great things with our Preschool.  We have over 40 students currently 
enrolled for the upcoming school year! 
 
PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN - We love having children with us in worship!  However, if you’d like 
assistance, nursery care is available during worship services. Speak to an elder or usher and they’ll 
recruit help. Thanks to our many volunteers who are willing to serve the nursery “on call”.  
 
WEDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUST 14TH FROM 6-8PM, the Trustees are sponsoring our second annual 
Garden Clean up/Ice Cream Social event.  Last year's successful event was a lot of fun as we worked 
together conquering weeds and whatever else nature has for us.  Of course, we will again have a build-
your-own ice cream creation afterward.  We know all of you are not able to do the work but are pretty 
good at ice cream stuff so you are welcome to join us around 7:45.  If you have a favorite tool, bring it,  
but we will provide the tools.  Questions, ask Carol Mushong. 
 
PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN - We love having children with us in worship!  However, if you’d like 
assistance, nursery care is available during worship services. Speak to an elder or usher and they’ll 
recruit help. Thanks to our many volunteers who are willing to serve the nursery “on call”.  
 
MESSIAH SUNDAY GOLF ENDS THIS MONTH!   
 For 2 person scrambles – for fun only! 
 All levels welcome – noncompetitive! 
 $15 per person, 2 persons per cart. 
 Scott Lake, 6-hole, par 3 course. 
 Every other Sunday, 3 pm – 5 pm through August 11, 2019. 
 Signup sheets are on the Welcome Center.  Sign up ASAP! 
 Signing up is NOT a commitment to ALL of the above-mentioned Sundays! 
 Play when you can. 
 If you have questions contact Carol Hull (616) 915-3890 or Dwight Anderson (616) 647-7549. 
 

ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 25TH AT 12 NOON, we’re inviting people from our 
preschool, Vacation Bible School and our neighborhood to join us for our 
second annual Community Picnic after church!  Messiah’s Board of 
Outreach and LIFT are sponsoring this event; picnic-style main dishes & 

beverages will be provided for all.  We’d appreciate your help; please sign up to bring food or help with 
activities at the Welcome Center or in Adult Bible Class.  Be sure to mark your calendars now and plan to 
be there! 
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Messiah Updates and August Events, continued: 
 

THROUGH DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS, the Parish Service Guild has a great way to raise 
money to help with the ongoing needs of our Preschool! 

Every time you shop at your local Family Fare or D & W Fresh Market store, save your 
receipts.  

To reach our goal, we’ll be collecting eligible receipts in our Direct Your Dollars box. The box has the logo 
on it, and it’s located on the shelving outside the office. Or, you may drop them off in Sharon Hula’s 
mailbox. 

Please make sure you drop off the entire original receipt.  Also, the receipt must have the words DIRECT 
YOUR DOLLARS on it to qualify. 
 

MEN'S RETREAT - Our Men's Retreat is scheduled for September 27th & 28th at Camp 
Concordia.  We start with a steak dinner on Friday evening, followed by a Bible Study, 
campfire, and games.  We begin Saturday with a hot breakfast followed by a Bible Study, 

Service Project for Camp Concordia and end with a fish luncheon at noon.  More information will be 
available later this summer.   
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
CALLING ALL MUSIC MAKERS! 
“I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations.” 
(Psalm 108:3) 
 
When we gather for worship, God lovingly serves us through His Holy Word and Sacraments.  
Responding to God’s love, we use His gift of music to pray, praise, proclaim and recount the story of His 
grace in song! (See Colossians 3:12-17.) 
 
Messiah’s music ensembles lead and support our musical praises in worship.  As we gear up for another 
year of activity, you can help by participating in these groups: 
 

 The Senior Choir sings for two Sundays a month (usually once at 8:30 am and once at 11 am), 
helps introduce new hymns and songs, and leads service music.  They also sing for festivals 
(Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Eve, Transfiguration of our Lord, Easter, Pentecost) and other 
special services (such as our annual Ascension service with St. Peter-Rockford). Weekly practices 
will start Wednesday, September 4th, lasting from 7 to 8:15 pm.   
 

 The Rhythm Section and Singers sing folk, gospel & contemporary anthems, help introduce new 
hymns & songs, and lead service music. The group plays and sings about once a month for both 
services; they practice on an as-needed basis, usually on Wednesdays at 8:15 pm or Thursdays 
at 7 pm, with occasional practices on Saturday mornings. 

 Instrumental Ensembles (brass, woodwinds, strings and percussion) play for the festivals 
mentioned above, and throughout the year on an as-needed basis. 

 
If any of these musical groups interest you, please contact Rick Krueger for more details!  
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk, continued 
 
WORSHIP IN AUGUST 
The Sundays after Pentecost, The Time of the Church, continue in August; our Gospel readings focus on 
Jesus’ parables and “hard sayings”, as recorded by Luke.  Our altar, pulpit and lectern paraments 
(covers) remain green as we feed in the rich pastures of our Good Shepherd. 
 
Divine Service, Setting One in Lutheran Service Book will be our order for communion services.  Morning 
Prayer and the Service of Prayer & Preaching will be used on non-communion weekends; we’ll use the 
spoken Prayer at the Close of the Day on Monday, August 26th.  We’ll also continue Praying the 
Catechism in worship, completing the Apostles’ Creed and moving into the Lord’s.  Be sure to watch for 
ongoing installments of Kids in the Divine Service, What Does This Mean (with definitions of “worship 
words”) and Behind the Music in our service folders.   
 
Our new hymn for the summer will be “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe,” a Lutheran classic from the first 
century of the Reformation.  Sung to a German folk tune, it gained fame from being sung by King 
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden before his death in battle in 1632, when the Swedes fought on the side of 
the Protestants in Germany’s Thirty Years War.  The compilers of Lutheran Service Book wanted to 
emphasize the hymn’s message -- how the devil has no real power over Christians -- so they gave it the 
hymn number 666 … 
 
In all of this, we pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper will strengthen 
your faith and empower you to share God’s love in Christ with the people in your life! 
 
SINGING A NEW SONG 
Starting in mid-August, we’ll be adding new songs introduced during the past year to our Songs for the 
Divine Service supplement.  We need help trimming and punching holes in the new pages, then inserting 
them into all supplement copies.  If you can help, even for an hour or two, please contact Rick Krueger.  
Thanks! 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner at Cheer’s, on Plainfield NE., Thursday, August 22nd,  at 4:30 
pm.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
MESSIAH PARISH SERVICE GUILD will resume meeting on Thursday, September 5th; food and fellowship 
12:30 p.m., business meeting 1:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars and plan to come. 
 
ALSO, it is not too early to be thinking about the Christmas Bazaar, which will be on Saturday, December 
7th, 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.  Mention the event to your friends so they and you can mark your calendars.  
Bazaar, Country Store items, vendors and volunteers will be needed. 
 
We look forward to seeing many Messiah ladies at the Guild meeting.  Please plan to attend as we plan 
our service projects for the Lord's work.  If you are new to the group, we promise not to assign you to 

heavy-duty commitments.� If you are unable to attend our meetings, please feel free to contact Barb 
B. or Tammy regarding your area of interest or if you have questions.  The fun and fellowship of our  
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Women’s Ministry, continued 
 
group is such a joy and we look forward to seeing you there.  Please watch your bulletins for further 
Guild updates. 
 
COMING...SOON...IN..OCTOBER...Social Ministries will be collecting men's warm clothing in good 
condition to be donated to Exodus and Turning Point.  Items needed include shirts, sweaters, 
sweatshirts & sweatpants, coats, hats, gloves, shoes, boots, along with new underwear, sizes 38 on up 
and new tube socks.  Watch for back to sales which feature "Buy one - get one free." Contact Sandy 
Ryan if you have any questions. 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  The fall LWML Fall Rally will be October 12, 2019 in Greenville, with Joy Marks 
speaking. 
 
 

WMLHS News: 
 
Do you want to help volunteer at WML but don’t have the time? There is now an easy way to help YOUR 
West Michigan Lutheran school through donating an item on their summer wishlist. All items are 
needed for the upcoming school year so please consider helping out.  Go to 
(https://www.amazon.com/…/…/ls/3DHYLNG4EVO00/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex) to see how YOU can help or use 
the donate link to directly give to WML.   
Remember if you shop through amazon smile (https://smile.amazon.com) WML will also receive a 
percentage of your purchase back as a donation just make sure West Michigan Lutheran High School 
Association as your charity of choice. 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns: (Dody Reinke, Tom Driscoll), Helen 

Werronen, sister of Barb Conner; Jim Wallin, brother of Sandy Ryan; Dawn 
Vanderwulp, friend of Judy Spencer; Beverly Davis, mother/mother-in-law of Al & 
Renee Davis;  Brian Houtman, nephew of Judy Spencer; Jim Fahling, son of Sharon Fahling and Mike 
VanderHorn, brother of our Preschool Director, Vonda Smestad. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: (Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Kathy Mueller); 
Aimee and Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis Klutman; Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine 
Jingles; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol 
Shick, friend of Nyha French; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of 
Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill & 
Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of Al 
& Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of 
Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 Our sister congregation St. Paul Lutheran Church in Paducah, Kentucky, their pastor Rev. David 

Appold and his family, as Rev. Appold considers our call to serve as pastor at Messiah. 
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“Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30-minute worship service with no commercials or 

repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping done just for 
the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on 
Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 
377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

August 4, 2019 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
‘What’s In Your Wallet?” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:13-21 - Rev. James Elsner 

August 11, 2019 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Anxious Hearts” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:34 - Rev. Shayne Jonker 

August 18, 2019 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“A Special Baptism” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:49-53 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

August 25, 2019 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“Where Are You Standing?” - Sermon Text: Hebrews 12:4-24 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 
 
 
SERVING YOU . . . 
Staff: 
Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor 
Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Doris Kayser, Deaconess 
Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 


