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Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY – A GREAT MONTH FOR PATIENCE 
 
The inspired writer of the epistle of James tells us to be patient: “Continue to be patient, brothers, until 
the coming of the Lord.  Behold how the farmer waits for the land to yield its precious crop and how 
patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand firm because the Lord’s 
coming is near.” (Jas. 5:7-8a). Here at Messiah Lutheran everyone is waiting for the district to put 
together the pastoral call list, for the call committee to give its recommendation of men to call, for the 
congregation issue the formal call, and for the acceptance of that call. 
 
Otherwise, February is the rather dreary time to patiently look forward to the coming of Spring!  Since 
the days are still short and the time of darkness is still long, the ancient Church loved the celebration of 
Candlemas, that is, the feast of the purification of Mary and the presentation of little Jesus in the temple 
(February 2).  Traditionally, candles were brought to church to be blessed, and those special candles 
were lit during storms, sickness, or any time of evil.  The Candlemas candles reminded God’s people that 
Jesus is always the “light of the world” no matter how dark the world may seem. 
 
The very name of the month of February comes from the ancient Latin word, “februo” (which means “I 
purify by sacrifice”).  Pagan Latins thought they could quell the anger of their gods by presenting 
sacrifices, but the early Christians thought it better referred to the coming sacrifice of Jesus at the cross.  
Indeed, during February we look forward to the season Lent, which begins on March 6. 
 
Sadly, February was also the month that was associated with hunger and even starvation.  A poor 
harvest or an exceptionally harsh winter could be deadly.  But the Anglo-Saxon Christians of Germany 
called February by this happy name, “Die sprounten Kale Monat” that is, “The kale/cabbage sprouting 
month.”  The first green sprouts of kale or cabbage breaking through the cold, hard earth were seen as a 
sure sign of the breaking of the power of winter and as an early sign of resurrection!  Yes, the great and 
victorious resurrection of Jesus from the dead is our assurance of eternal life and our own resurrection. 
 
So, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, February is a time for us to learn patience.  God is in charge, and 
His timing is always perfect!  “There is a time for every purpose under heaven.” (Eccl. 3:1). 
 Blessed February!  Christ’s holy sacrifice brings us great blessings!   Pastor Blain. 
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Messiah Updates and February Events 
 

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE a gift to the General Endowment and Debt 
Reduction Fund from the Estate of James Lueders. 
 
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE gifts to Messiah Preschool in memory of Phil Fahling from: Max & 
Barb Conner, Pete & Sherry Garchow, Dale & Dody Reinke, Norda Tillotson, Diane Wheeler and John & 
Ruth Lueders. 
 
MEMBERS OF MESSIAH:  We have two names to remember, Pastor Blain and his wife, Linda.  They 
would like to know and recognize all of us, so let’s help them out by remembering to wear our name 
tags every Sunday!  They’re located to the right of the Welcome Center near the restroom entrances; 
pick your name tag up when you enter every Sunday and drop it off before you leave. If you need a 
replacement for your name tag, please contact the church office. 
 
LENT DINNERS: Is your Messiah group or individual family interested in preparing a dinner? There is one 
date open, Wednesday, April 10th.  Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the kitchen. 
 
ALTAR GUILD MEETING: Our first Altar Guild meeting of 2019 will be Feb. 2nd at 9 am.  All ladies on the 
Altar Guild are invited to attend this meeting as it is when we learn our team's duties during the 
upcoming Lenten season - plus Pastor Blain will be there to meet us and we find out if he has any 
changes for us.  It is very important for our team leaders to attend.  We invite anyone interested in 
joining the Altar Guild to attend and just find out exactly what we do.  Each team serves two weeks on 
and six weeks off so it may fit in nicely with your busy life.  We welcome you at our meeting.  Any 
questions?  Ask Carol Mushong. 
 
TRUSTEE NOTES:  Now that the lower temperatures have arrived, please leave cabinet doors open 
under the kitchen sinks.  Prop open the office restroom door.  Check that the office exterior entry and 
fellowship entry doors have latched behind you.  When shoveling snow, do not block the furnace room 
vent located next to the preschool/kitchen entrance.  Thank you! 
 
WEST MICHIGAN LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS STUDY:  Messiah is privileged to host this monthly study for 

laypeople and pastors in the greater Grand Rapids area.  We meet on the first 
Thursday morning of every month, praying the service of Matins, studying the Book 
of Concord, and enjoying lunch afterwards.  Our next study will be Thursday, 
February 7 from 10 am to noon.  If you’d like to join the group for lunch as well, 
we’ll gather at Bud & Stanley’s Pub & Grub, 1701 4 Mile Rd NE afterwards. 
 

 The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod accepts the Scriptures as the inspired and inerrant Word of God, 
and the LCMS subscribes unconditionally to 1580’s Book of Concord as a true and unadulterated 
statement and exposition of the Word of God.  We accept these Lutheran Confessions because they are 
drawn from that Word; we regard their teaching as a true and binding exposition of Holy Scripture and 
as authoritative for all pastors, congregations and other rostered church workers of the Synod. 
 
The starting point for February’s study is The Apology (Defense) of the Augsburg Confession, on the topic 
of “Love and Fulfilling the Law.”  In response to the Roman Catholic Church’s assertion, “For it is entirely 
contrary to Holy Scripture to deny that our works are meritorious,” author Philip Melanchthon asks, “… 
how will conscience know when, by the inclination of this habit of love, a work has been done of which it 
may affirm that it merits grace?”  Dig deep into God’s truth with us on February 7! 
 
 



From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
Just a reminder that you can help lead and support our musical praises during worship by participating 
in these groups.  Contact Rick Krueger if you’re interested! 

 The Senior Choir sings for two Sundays a month (usually once at 8:30 am and once at 11 am), 
helps introduce new hymns and songs, and leads service music.  The choir also sings for festivals 
(the Transfiguration of our Lord, Easter, Pentecost) and other special services (such as our 
annual Ascension service with St. Peter-Rockford). Weekly practices are Wednesdays from 7 to 
8:15 pm.   

 The Rhythm Section and Singers sing folk, gospel & contemporary anthems, help introduce new 
hymns & songs, and lead service music. The group plays and sings once a month for both 
services; they practice on an as-needed basis, usually on Wednesdays at 8:15 pm or Thursdays 
at 7 pm, with occasional practices on Saturday mornings. 

 Instrumental Ensembles (brass, woodwinds, strings and percussion) play for the festivals 
mentioned above, and throughout the year on an as-needed basis.  The next ensemble is 

scheduled for The Transfiguration of our Lord on Sunday, March 3rd. 

The choir schedule for February is as follows: 
Sun., 2/3  Senior Choir   8:30 am 
Sun., 2/10  Rhythm Section & Singers 8:30 & 11 am 
Sun., 2/17  Senior Choir   11 am 
Sun., 2/24  Sunday School   11 am 

 
WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 
As the season of Epiphany (revealing) continues through this month, the Gospel readings from Luke 
focus on Jesus’ ministry, especially His miracles and His teaching.  Our altar, pulpit and lectern covers 
change from the white of early Epiphany to green, as we feed in the rich pastures of our Good Shepherd. 

Divine Service, Setting Four in Lutheran Service Book will be our order for communion services 
throughout February.  The Service of Prayer & Preaching and Matins will be used on non-communion 
Sundays.  Be sure to watch for installments of Kids in the Divine Service, Words We Sing in Worship 
(about our order of service) and What Does This Mean (with definitions of more “worship words”) in our 
service folders. 

Congregational hymns and songs for February will include “Meekness and Majesty”, the new 
contemporary song we learned in January, and a new hymn: “Rise, Shine You People,” number 825 in 
Lutheran Service Book.  You can hear both of these online, using any good search engine. 

We pray that your hearing of God’s Word and partaking of the Lord’s Supper will strengthen your faith, 
move you to sing His praises, and empower you to share Christ’s love in with the people in your life! 
 
 
GR LCMS YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
February’s Grand Rapids LCMS Youth Ministry event is happening at Messiah!  This month, we’ll tackle a 
service project: preparing Supper Packs for Kids Food Basket. 
 
Kids’ Food Basket is a grassroots community solution to childhood hunger, serving nearly 8,000 kids 
each weekday in West Michigan.  Youth will prepare as many Supper Packs of non-perishable food items 
as possible, to be distributed to kids in need through local schools.  We’ll also enjoy a pizza lunch, get to 
know each better, and grow closer to God through His Word. 
 



This event is set for Sunday, February 17 from 1 to 3:30 pm in Messiah’s Fellowship Hall.  As mentioned 
above, lunch will be provided; Junior & Senior High youth, their guests and adults are welcome!  If you’d 
like to donate specific items for this service project, please contact Rick Krueger. 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 
PARISH SERVICE GUILD GLEANINGS:   
1.  December Cookie Sale/Bazaar profit was over $1,800 - thanks to EVERYONE who contributed in any 
way - TEAMWORK MADE THE DREAM WORK! 

2.  Four Sunday School room tables, two tall tables, a kitchen clock, portable mixer, and a frying pan 
were recently purchased and plans are to purchase folding chairs; also, a new service cart will be 
purchased.   

3.  Plans are being made for a Spring dinner event - watch for an update. 

4.  Thank you to Sharon Fahling for serving 30-some years as Guild Treasurer. And, thanks to Sandy 
Ryan, who served as interim treasurer.  Sherry Troutwine has graciously agreed to serve for the 
remainder of the term until May. 

5.  If you would like an email copy or a mailbox copy of the monthly Guild minutes, please sign up on the 
sheet on the Welcome Center. 

6.  ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS are encouraged to attend the semi-annual meeting on Saturday, February 
2nd, 9 a.m.  This is very important as there are several updates which will be discussed. 

7.  We thank Judy Gerke for her devotion to supplying cornbread to God's Kitchen; we will be applying 
for a Thrivent grant to continue this outreach. 

8.  The Parish Guild will be providing the March 20th Lenten ham dinner.  Give your designated dinner 
chef a break and plan to attend!  6:00 p.m. dinner and worship service at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Other Items 
 
Be a regular saver….be a regular builder. It is important that people set money aside for  
their anticipated retirement years. The compounding of interest on relatively small 
regular contributions to an Individual Retirement Account will provide a handsome nest egg 
in the future. Until you need it, your retirement savings can be put to use by the Church Extension Fund 
lending to new and growing churches. CEF offers traditional, Roth and Educational IRA’s. CEF also 
accepts transfers or roll-overs from other plans. For current interest rates see the posting on the bulletin 
board outside the kitchen, and forms and additional literature are available at the Welcome Center 
located in the narthex.  
Check out the CEF web-site: www.mi-cef.org or call 800-242-3944 for more information.   
 
(This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy. Offers for sales of securities are by Offering Circular only. The securities are 
subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular. CEF investments are not SPIC or FDIC insured deposit accounts.) 
 

 
 
 
 



IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

 Those with immediate prayer concerns:  Jessica Santa Clara, Malaina Hanson, family 
member of Joe & Becky Buss; Sheryl Consineau, daughter of Shirley Lang; Rich Zwiers, 
friend of Joe & Becky Buss; John Kennebeck nephew of Sharon Navarre; Danielle Sour, 
grand daughter of Sharon Navarre; Nikki Wyble, friend of the family of Pat Mull; Zoey 
Brinkman, great granddaughter of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Rachel, daughter of Lisa Drehs; 
Judy Spencer, Rick Heidenga, friend of the Max & Barb Conners; Maureen Coulman, friend 
of Joe & Becky Buss;  Lynne Chadfield, friend of Lisa VanEtten; David Reynolds, father-in-
law of Sam & Joann Hilton’s daughter; Nancy McWatters, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Dana 
Agnew, daughter of Pastor & Shirley Hoese; Jean, mother of a friend of Carol Mushong; 
Sandra Burr, mother of Lisa Rule; Beverly Davis, mother of Al Davis and Larry H. Rich, great 
grandson of Arline Woosley. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Aimee & Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of 
Dennis Klutman; Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine 
Jingles; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; 
Carol Shick, friend of Nyha French; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; 
Simon Leavit, grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law 
of Bill & Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew 
Feigel, nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and 
Raymond Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 The Dengler family as they mourn the sudden death of Renee's father, Glenn Rotier. 

 
 
WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service with no 
commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping done just for 

the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on 
Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 377).  
Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 
 
February 3, 2019 – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

“Christ Is the Real Thing!” - Sermon Text: Luke 4:32 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

February 10, 2019 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
“A Great Fishing Story” - Sermon Text: Luke 5:1-11 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III                                                                                                                                                                            

February 17, 2019 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
“Blessed Are You” - Sermon Text: Luke 6:17-26 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 

February 24, 2019 – Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
“Love, Bless, Pray” - Sermon Text: Luke 6:27-31 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


