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Messiah Messenger  
January 2019 

 
 

Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Message from Messiah’s Board of Elders 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,  

Recently, the Elders were asked to consider holding one Sunday service instead of two during our 

pastoral vacancy.  To many, this might seem like a very simple decision – especially with our current 

attendance of about 50 to 75 people per service, totaling 120 to 130 per Sunday – and we were inclined 

to make the change.  But, reviewing the whole picture, things turned out to be more complicated! 

As we looked at reasons for us to change to one service, the positives were: 1) everyone attending on a 

Sunday would all worship together, 2) more people in a service encourages stronger participation, 

especially in spoken responses and singing.  Good and honest thoughts!   

However, there were also questions and drawbacks—namely: 1) What time would the service be?  

Whatever time was chosen, it would probably exclude some folks who currently attend regularly.  2) 

When would Sunday School and Adult Bible Class be held?  Holding classes either before or after one 

service would probably impact attendance at these core activities.  Since this September, our Sunday 

School has been re-building momentum -- a very positive step in the right direction, which we did not 

want to risk changing.  3) Attendance for single Sunday services is noticeably lower.  In the past, 95 to 

110 people have attended on these Sundays – 10 to 25 less than usual, no matter what time of year.   

Hebrews 12:2 calls all of us to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.”  As we 

considered this passage from God’s Word, it helped us decide to leave the worship services at the 

current times for now.  (We’ve also decided to discontinue having the fifth Sunday worship at 10 am, 

beginning in 2019.) Our board’s goal is to fix our eyes on Jesus and what’s best for our congregation as a 

whole, not on our own personal desires. 

Thanks to everyone who has shared their thoughts with us!  We pray that we all continue working 

together and caring for each other in the call process, and we ask you for your prayers and support as 

well.   Our Lord knows who our next pastor will be.  May God bless each of us as we journey together 

toward receiving a new shepherd to lead us at Messiah!   

Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor   Phone: 616-288-5594 

Rick Krueger, Parish Assistant   rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 

Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director   smestadv@messiahgr.org 
Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager office@messiahgr.org or 

       Sandy.goodlander@messiahgr.org 
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Messiah Updates and January Events 

 
EPIPHANY BRINGS NOT WISE MEN, BUT PASTOR BLAIN 
Dear children of God at Messiah Lutheran Church, 
 
On Tuesday, January 1st at 10:00 am (New Year’s Day) and Sunday, January 6th (the celebration of our 
Lord’s Epiphany), I will officially begin serving as your Vacancy Pastor.  I am not going to be making any 
changes as to how you do your various ministries – and the Divine Service will simply stay the same.  Any 
future changes are for you and your new shepherd to decide. 
 
I have known this congregation since I came to Grand Rapids in 1984, helping you in past years with fill-
in preaching, and even as pastor during a previous vacancy.  So, what will I be doing among you? 

 Divine Services each Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:00 am  

 Adult Bible Class each Sunday at 9:45 am 

 7th & 8th Grade Catechism class on Mondays at 6:00 pm 

 Hospital and homebound visits 

 Monthly meetings with the Board of Elders, Church Council and Sunday School staff 

 Midweek Lenten services on Wednesdays at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm, starting Wednesday, March 
6th. 

 Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter services 

 The Parish Leadership Workshop (in January) and the next Altar Guild meeting (preparing for 
Lent) 

 Hosting the monthly study on the Lutheran Confessions (held on the first Thursday of each 
month at 10 am) 

 Pre-School Graduation (in May) 

 Weddings, funerals, counseling, etc. as necessary 

 If I am still needed when June rolls around, I will also be doing the weekly Monday evening 
summer services at 7:00 pm 

 
I will have regular office hours each week on Tuesdays from 8:30 am to 10:30 am.  Other meetings or 
counseling can be arranged by calling my home phone number at 288-5594 or Messiah’s office during 
regular hours. 
 
I look forward to serving you as your servant Christ, and I will also be fervently praying that our Lord will 
give you a new under-shepherd just as soon as He can.  Blessings to you all through Word and 
Sacrament in our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Rev. James H. Blain, pastor emeritus and vacancy pastor of Messiah Lutheran 

 
Kathy Mueller would like to thank everyone at Messiah for all your prayers and for 
the home visits she gets.  They mean so much to her. 
 

THE FELLOWSHIP HALL FLOOR will be waxed Wednesday, January 2nd. 
The area should not be entered until January 3rd.  There will be no chairs or tables in the Fellowship Hall 
December 30th evening through January 3rd morning. 
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Messiah Updates and January Events Con’t: 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH for the kind words, cards and gifts I received this Christmas season.  You 

continually show me encouragement and support.  I am in overwhelmed!!  Again, 
thank you for all your kindness and support.   Sandy Goodlander 

 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR GREETERS:  We are planning to revive our Greeter Program beginning January 6, 
2019.  Greeters are very important to Messiah as they are usually the first person a visitor or member 
sees and they portray a warm welcome to everyone.  

Please consider volunteering 15-20 minutes of your time before the service of your choice.  Ideally 
signing up to greet one Sunday a month would be very helpful as we need 8 to 10 (singles or couples) to 
cover both services, depending on the number of Sundays in the month. 

We have materials and information available to help you with this very worthwhile program. 
There are signup sheets at the welcome center and in Bible Class for the next few Sundays. 

May Our Lord Jesus move you to help and bless you always. 
 
LIFELIGHT:  THE BOOK OF HEBREWS:  When a person comes to faith, it is the work of God, and only 
God.  Hebrews 12:2 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, who is the author and perfecter of our faith.”  
Jesus starts our faith, and he sustains our faith, and he finishes our faith.  He does this by feeding it and 
strengthening it with the same tools He used to create it:  His Holy Word and the Sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Through the years we have been blessed by our Living God and in 2019 we are starting our 28th year of 
LifeLight.  Our next LifeLight Bible Study on The Book of Hebrews begins the first week of January.  Our 
Sunday class, led by Randy Gerke and Lynette Stayton, meets at 9:45 am and begins on January 6th in 
the upstairs south classroom.  Our Tuesday class, led by Shirley Hoese, meets at 10:30 am and starts on 
January 8th. Our Wednesday class, led by Dan Bohlinger, meets at 6:00 pm and starts on January 9th. 
 
“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” Hebrews 1:1,2 
 
Study Guides are now available in the Welcome Center and everyone is welcome to join our 9-week 
LifeLight Study on the Book of Hebrews. 
 
TRUSTEE NOTES:  Now that the lower temperatures have arrived, please leave cabinet doors open 
under the kitchen sinks.  Prop open the office restroom door.  Check that the office exterior entry and 
fellowship entry doors have latched behind you.  When shoveling snow, do not block the furnace room 
vent located next to the preschool/kitchen entrance.  Thank you! 
 
MEMBERS OF MESSIAH, the Board of Education will be taking a door offering Sunday, January 20th, 
after both services to support the Preschool Fund. The Preschool Fund was established to assist the 
preschool in the following 3 areas: 1) scholarship help for students in financial need, 2) staff enrichment, 
and 3) capital improvements which could include the acquisition of new learning materials. As the reach 
of our preschool grows, it is our hope that we can provide families in need an opportunity to choose 
Messiah's Preschool as an alternative to public preschool. Blessings, The Board of Education 
 



[4] 
 

Messiah Updates and January Events Con’t: 
 
GAME NIGHT! - It's back! Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 26th from 5-8pm at church. This 
favorite fellowship event is fun for the whole family! Bring a snack to share and favorite game (optional). 
This is great opportunity to invite friends! See any LIFT member for more details. 
 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO MEET OUR WONDERFUL PRESCHOOL STAFF? Better yet, would you like to say 
thanks by bringing them lunch? In support of Lutheran Schools week, we are looking for volunteers 
January 21st-24th, to bring in lunch to show our Preschool staff how much we appreciate what they do. If 
interested contact Dan Bohlinger or Deb Domine. 
 
PASTOR & DAINA’S NEW CONTACT INFORMATION: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ – Here’s how to 

contact us at our new home in Arkansas. We currently expect to be living there through all of 2019 at 

the least. If you happen to be in the “neighborhood” – please give us a “hog holler” and come and visit! 

We’ll have the guest room ready. 

Rev. Tom & Daina Bartzsch 
21 Jumilla Lane 
Hot Springs Village, AR 71909 
 
Pastor: (616) 490-7315 
                barchyman@gmail.com 
 
Daina:  (616) 485-2857 
                barchwoman@gmail.com 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
THANKS: First and foremost, Deb and I want to thank all of you for the prayers, Christian care, cards, 
notes and gifts that you showered on us once again during the Christmas season.  The two of us are 
deeply, enduringly grateful for your constant support, help, friendship and generosity! 
 
WHAT’S NEW? During our pastoral vacancy, Pastor Blain, the Church Council and the Board of Elders 
have asked me to take on the following additional duties: 

 Scheduling acolytes and lay readers for worship services 

 Leading weekly preschool chapel 

 Helping with hospital and homebound visits as needed 

 Leading Bible studies for monthly Sunday School staff meetings 

 Helping in the pastoral call process by working with our District facilitator, circuit visitor, Council 
and Call Committee as needed. 

 
WAIT, THERE’S MORE: I also want to thank Doris Kayser for stepping forward to help during the 
vacancy.  You may have seen Doris accompanying Senior Choir and teaching Sunday School in recent 
months; she’s a trained LCMS deaconess who’s willing and delighted to serve.  Doris will teach Pre-
Confirmation Class for 5th and 6th Grades on Monday nights, and also help Pastor Blain with hospital and 
homebound visits. 
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk Con’t: 
 
WHAT’S NEXT?  Going forward, I can’t help but be reminded of the faithfulness God has shown to us 
throughout the 29 years I’ve served at Messiah.  As during the other two call processes I’ve shared with 
you, this time of waiting will have its challenges.  But – thanks be to God our loving Father -- I’m 
confident in Christ!  His Holy Spirit will give us everything we need to meet these challenges, especially 
as we regularly gather together around His Word and Sacraments.  I’d specifically encourage all of us to: 

 Keep growing, both in God’s Word and closer to each other, by faithfully attending worship and 
Bible study; 

 Pray daily that God will send us a new shepherd, according to His timing and His will; 

 Communicate.  Let’s face it -- this is a constant, ongoing challenge!  If you see a need or have a 
question, don’t hesitate to talk to the appropriate board chair, President Jonathan Chaffer, your 
Elder, Pastor Blain or me.  Everyone is welcome to attend the Parish Leadership Workshop on 
the morning of Saturday, January 12 for a nuts and bolts review of how we work together. 

 
FINALLY: Thanks again for your love and support.  I pray God’s blessings on each of you in the days to 
come! 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 
 

Thanks to the Senior Choir, the Rhythm Section & Singers, the Sunday School children, our 
Christmas Eve Men’s Chorus and our instrumentalists (Andrew Ahrens, Jonathan Chaffer, 
Brittany Keller, Brandyn Kirchhoff, Chris Mueller and Cooper & Natalie Tyson) for their 
contributions to worship during Advent & Christmas!   
 

Messiah’s Rhythm Section and Singers will practice their upcoming music on Wednesday, January 2 at 7 
pm and Wednesday, January 16 at 8:15 pm, (right after Senior Choir).  If you’d like to sing or play with 
us, contact Rick Krueger! 
 
Senior Choir practices will resume on Wednesday, January 16th at 7 pm.  We meet for an hour and 
quarter each week; this month we’ll work on a collaboration with our preschool children for Lutheran 
Schools Week, along with anthems and new hymns for Epiphany and Lent.  Why not come to a rehearsal 
and try us out? 

The choir schedule for January is as follows: 
Sun., 1/20 Rhythm Section & Singers 8:30 & 11 am 
Sun., 1/27 Preschool & Senior Choir 11 am 
 
GR LCMS YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
In January, the Grand Rapids LCMS Youth Ministry event will be the annual Winter Jam, held at Van 
Andel Arena on Friday, January 18!  This concert features Christian musical artists like Newsboys United, 
Danny Gokey, Mandisa, Rend Collective and more!  Cost is $15 per person for admission (plus any 
concessions).  Van Andel Arena doors open at 6 pm that evening; we will meet at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church and walk to the arena at a time still to be determined.  Youth & parents, look for an email with 
more details after Christmas, along with a signup sheet at Messiah’s Welcome Center!  You can find out 
more about Winter Jam at 2019.jamtour.com. 
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Women’s Ministry 
 
WOMEN ONLY PLEASE……….All women of Messiah (and their friend or neighbor) are invited to join in 
the weekly Wednesday a.m. Bible Class (CARES).  We are working our way through the book “Thank, 
Praise, Serve, and Obey---Recover the Joys of Piety” and it is a most interesting study. The January 
session begins on the 9th.  We will start promptly at 9:30 am with announcements and prayer requests 
(note the time change!).  You are welcome to come earlier for social time.  Please join us! 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for lunch at Kitchen 67, on Thursday, January 24th, at 11:30 am.  Please 
RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
 

Other Items 
 
MAKES SENSE - Do not pass this opportunity to combine good-sense investment of your savings with 
good stewardship. Your investment with the Church Extension Fund makes building loans possible for 
LCMS churches and schools. This month, CEF is offering very attractive rates on all of its investments for 
individuals and organizations. Grow your savings and simultaneously help build the fund that helps build 
its ministry facilities.  Current rates are posted on the bulletin board outside the kitchen, and forms and 
additional literature are also available at the Welcome Center located in the narthex. Check out 
www.mi-cef.org or call 800.242.3944 for information.  
 
(This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy. Offers for sales of securities are by Offering Circular only. The 
securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular. CEF investments are not SPIC or FDIC insured 
deposit accounts.)   

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns:  Toby Spencer, son of Judy Spencer; John 
Kennebeck, nephew of Sharon Navarre; Danielle Sour, granddaughter of Sharon Navarre; 
Nikki Wyble, friend of the family of Pat Mull; Sheryl Consineau, daughter of Shirley Lang; 
Zoey Brinkman, great granddaughter of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Rick Heidenga, friend of the 

Conners; Maureen Coulman, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Lynne Chadfield, friend of Lisa VanEtten; 
David Reynolds, father-in-law of Sam & Joann Hilton’s daughter; Nancy McWatters, friend of Joe & 
Becky Buss; Rob Gallini, neighbor of Bill & Rita VanEtten; Dana Agnew, daughter of Pastor & Shirley 
Hoese; Jean, mother of a friend of Carol Mushong; Sandra Burr, mother of Lisa Rule; Beverly Davis, 
mother of Al Davis; Larry H. Rich, great grandson of Arline Woosley; Phil Fahling.  
 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Aimee & Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis 

Klutman; Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine Jingles; 
Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, 
friend of Nyha French; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, 
grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of 
Bill & Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, 
nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond 
Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
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WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service with no 
commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping 
done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 
11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV 
(channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

 
January 6, 2019 – Epiphany 
“The Mystery of Christ Made Known” - Sermon Text: Ephesians 3:4-6 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 

January 13, 2019 – The Baptism of Our Lord “Baptized into Christ!” - Sermon Text: Luke 3:21-22 - Rev. 
Shayne Jonker 

January 20, 2019 – Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
“Manifesting His Glory” - Sermon Text: John 2:1-11 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

January 27, 2019 – Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
“Read It and…Rejoice!” - Sermon Text: Nehemiah 8:1-10 - Rev. William Mueller 

 
 
SERVING YOU . . . 
 

Staff: 
Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor 
Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 
 

 
 
 
 


