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Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  
through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 

ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SUMMER, TRINITY & THE HOLY SPIRIT 

    Summer 2019 officially begins on June 21, but the unofficial start of summer is the Memorial Day 
weekend!  June is also the month for two very important festivals in the Christian Church:  Pentecost 
and Trinity Sunday.  Now that we have heard the Good News of the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and have celebrated His ascension to heaven, it's time for the "growing season!"  All the Sundays after 
Pentecost and Trinity change to the color green - the color of life and growth. 

    Pentecost was originally an Old Testament early harvest festival, celebrating the gathering and 
counting of "omers" [less than half a bushel].  When the 50th omer was presented in the temple, the 
day was called Pentecost (meaning 50!).  It was festival of thanksgiving to God for the early grain.  As 
you can see, it was a festival of growth, which God alone can give. 

The New Testament festival celebrates the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church.  Without the 
Holy Spirit no one could believe in Jesus as the Savior, the Son of God.  As St. Paul wrote to the 
Corinthian church, "No one can say 'Jesus is Lord!' except by the Holy Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:3).  Martin Luther 
explains it this way in his Small Catechism: "I believe that I cannot, by my own reason or strength, 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel..."  [3rd 
Article of the Creed].  The tools that the Holy Spirit uses to bring us to faith in Jesus are always "Gospel" 
tools - the Word and Sacraments (Baptism and Holy Communion).   According to the Book of Acts, our 
person Pentecost took place at our Baptism (Acts 2:37-39). 

    In the heavenly plan of salvation, God the Father sent His Son into our flesh through the virgin Mary 
[Christmas], Jesus fulfilled the entire Law in our stead and died for the sins of the world [Good Friday], 
guaranteeing this blessing in His resurrection.  But in order for this blessing of salvation to actually come 
to us, the Holy Spirit had to work in our hearts to bring us to faith.  Do you see how the idea of the Holy 
Trinity is present in the heavenly plan of salvation?  If Jesus is not the Son of God - equal with the Father 
- then there is no way to have redemption and salvation.  And, if the Holy Spirit is not truly God, then 
there is no way for us to have saving faith in Christ Jesus.  If God is not a trinity (3 in 1), we would be left 
with the impossible task of trying to save ourselves!!! (which is what all other religions teach). 
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    Not only is the notion of the Trinity found in the heavenly plan of salvation, Trinity is also found 
throughout the Old Testament, even from the very first verse of the Bible.  "In the beginning God 
[elohim] created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1).  In the Hebrew language there is a singular (1), a 
dual (2), and a plural (3 or more).  God uses the plural form, elohim, to refer to Himself!.  In the creation 
account (Gen. 1:26a) we read, "Then God [the one single God] said, 'Let us [the plural] make man in our 
[plural] image, after our [plural] likeness..."  In the account of the tower of Babel God sees the tower and 
says "Come, let us [plural] go down and confuse their language (Gen. 11:7).  In Genesis 18:1-3 God 
appeared to Abram as three "men" [Hebrew: anashim = very important persons/princes]. Abram 
understood these Three to be God for he bowed himself to the ground.  Finally, look at the account of 
God calling Isaiah to be His prophet (Isaiah 6:1-8).  Verse 8 says, "And I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, 'Whom shall I [singular] send, and who shall go for Us?'" [plural].     

    The actual festival of the Holy Trinity did not begin until the 900's AD and was a response to the threat 
of Islam.  The false religion of Mohammed thoroughly denied the doctrine of the Trinity, making Jesus a 
mere human prophet and the Spirit a mere emanation from God.  But this false emphasis on the one-
ness of God destroyed the whole divine plan of salvation.  So, the Christian festival of the Holy Trinity 
(June 16th this year) is really a celebration of the Gospel, the grace of the one true God - the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit - all for our salvation. 
 
Blessed Summer!  Blessed Trinity Season!                             
Pastor Blain      
 
 

Messiah Updates and June Events 
 
OUR SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE STARTS JUNE 2nd: 
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 am (June 2nd ends September 1st) 
• Education Hour – 9:00 am (June 2nd ends August 25th).  Sunday School runs through Sunday, 

June 9th. 
• There will be no Bible Class or Sunday School on Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends. 
• Monday Worship – 7:00 pm (June 3rd ends August 26th) 
 
FROM THE TRUSTEES:  As we all know, sin in the world causes all things to deteriorate and eventually 
fall to ruin or die; this includes our own church building. Therefore, it is necessary that we take 
precautions to prevent early decay of our church infrastructure.  The Board of Trustees is responsible for 
the routine maintenance and repairs of the building and grounds; however, there are repairs and 
upgrades that are hard to predict and not included in the Trustees’ budget. 

Your Church Council has established a Capital Improvement Fund to provide you with a way to 
contribute to these projects, and with a way to inform you of what the projects are, the related cost, 
and the Board of Trustees priorities.  Look for details in the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter.  If 
you have any questions regarding individual projects, contact a member of the Board of Trustees; any 
questions regarding the fund can be directed to the Board of Stewardship. 

Immediately, the exterior roof overhang over the stained-glass window in the apse has deteriorated and 
is in need of repair. This is considered an emergency situation as a prolonged delay in repair will lead to 
further damage to the building structure.  The Trustees need funds as soon as possible to pay for the 
repairs. The repair is not covered by insurance, and the Trustees are currently comparing bids.  Please 
consider contributing to the Capital Improvement Fund so that this repair can be made, and continue to 
contribute so that the Trustees can continue to repair and upgrade your church building and grounds. 
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Messiah Updates and June Events Con’t: 
 

COMING SOON!  Parade of Homes May 31st – June 15th. Volunteers are needed to 
house-sit for 4 hour shifts on Fridays, Saturdays and Wednesdays.  Please consider 
helping.  Look for signup sheets the first of May.  Any questions contact Judy Gerke or 
Carol Mushong. 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING: Monday – Friday, June 17th-21st, 9:30 am to 12:15 pm, for 
children age 4 through grade 6!  Children and volunteers will join God’s people on a faraway adventure 
in ancient Babylon!  At Marketplace 2019, You’ll find you’re not that much different from Daniel and his 
friends, who kept their faith in a faithless culture.  We’ll discover how God prepares His people, changes 
the rules, rescues the faithful, humbles the proud, and saves those who trust in Him!  You can register 
children online or become a volunteer now at https://vbsmate.com/messiah2019.  Volunteer and 
donation sign-ups are now up in the church foyer, too! 
 
TUITION ASSISTANCE:  Parents, have you thought about sending your child/children to an area LCMS 

day school, or to West Michigan Lutheran High School? Do they currently attend an area LCMS school? 

Did you know Messiah offers tuition assistance to parents that choose to do so? If you would like further 

information you can contact Dan Bohlinger or a current member of the board of education. 

I cannot begin to express how much every one’s prayers, cards and support meant to 
me and helped me during my recovery.  I am so blessed to have such wonderful people 
in my life!  And a BIG THANK YOU to Millie, for all her time (and support) keeping the 

office running while I recovered.  Again, thank you all for everything you have done for me.  Sandy G. 
 

The Trustees send a BIG THANK YOU to all of you who came to our SPRING CLEAN 
UP DAY on April 27th.  We had perfect weather and accomplished a lot, especially on 
the property.  We had a wonderful breakfast to start, thanks to all who brought 

dishes.  Then Kevin, Lee, Josh, Kurt, Carol, Mike, Joe, Becky, Dwight, Tammy, Dave, Tim, Beth, Mark, 
Dick, Barbara, Sharon, Norda, Mel and Rick were off to work.  Look around at all of the changes taking 
place.  Our property is so beautiful but it takes a LOT of work to keep it that way.  If you missed out this 
time, you can join the fun this fall.  If you have time some other day and want to do something, just 
contact Carol Mushong or another Trustee and we could help get it done. 
 
MESSIAH GOLFERS!   
 For 2 person scrambles – for fun only! 
 All levels welcome – noncompetitive! 
 $15 per person, 2 persons per cart. 
 Scott Lake, 6-hole, par 3 course. 
 Every other Sunday, 3 pm – 5 pm through August 18, 2019. 
 Signup sheets are on the Welcome Center.  Sign up ASAP! 
 Signing up is NOT a commitment to ALL eight of the above-mentioned Sundays! 
 Play when you can. 
 If you have questions contact Carol Hull (616) 915-3890 or Dwight Anderson (616) 647-7549. 
 

We would like to thank everyone for the cards, love and prayers during the sadness of 
the death of our sister Arlene Tremain.  It was much appreciated!    Dale & Dody 
Reinke    
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Messiah Updates and June Events Con’t: 
 
MEN'S RETREAT - SAVE THE DATE!  Our Men's Retreat is scheduled for September 27th & 28th at Camp 
Concordia.  We start with a steak dinner on Friday evening and close with a fish lunch on Saturday noon.  
More information will be available later this summer.   
 
DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS:  Don’t forget to save your receipts from your local Family Fare or D & W Fresh 

Market store.  We are collecting eligible receipts in our Direct Your Dollars box. The 

box is located on the shelving outside the office. Or, you may drop them off in Sharon 

Hula’s mailbox. 

RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES:  Messiah will recognize our 2019 high school 
graduate Cooper Tyson as part of our Sunday worship this coming month!  We are 
happy to celebrate with this young brother in Christ on Sunday, June 2nd. 

Congratulations to Cooper and to all other graduates!  May God continue to bless you 
and guide you. 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 

Thanks to everybody who helped lead our congregation’s singing in May!  The 
Choir schedule for June is as follows: 
 
Sunday, 6/9                        Senior Choir                                                         10:00 am 
Sunday, 6/16                      Rhythm Section & Singers                                10:00 am 
 
As Senior Choir takes a break for the summer, thanks to all those who sang during 

the 2018-2019 season: Tammy Ahrens, Daina Bartzsch, Barb Brinkman, Lee Cobb, Bonnie Datema, Beth 
Dykstra, Judy Gerke, Shirley Hoese, Sandy Hoffman, Doris Kayser, Sheryl Keller, Deb Krueger, Kevin 
Mueller, Carol Mushong, Kurt Veitengruber and Dick Wilson. 

The Easter season ends in early June; then worship at Messiah transitions into the season of Pentecost.  
The colors of our banners and altar coverings change from red on the Day of Pentecost (symbolizing the 
fire of the Holy Spirit) to white on the festival of the Holy Trinity (depicting God’s purity) to green for the 
Sundays that follow (portraying the green pastures of God’s Word, as our readings focus on Jesus’ 
teachings and miracles). 

Starting on June 16th-17th, we’ll return to our annual practice of Praying the Catechism in worship.  This 
weekly use of Luther’s Small Catechism in responsive readings, coupled with the singing of hymns that 
Martin Luther wrote to go with the six chief teachings of the Christian faith, will be part of our services 
through October.  In June we’ll begin praying the Ten Commandments and singing These Are the Holy 
Ten Commands, number 581 in Lutheran Service Book.  May God bless us all as we grow in His Word of 
truth and sing His praises this summer! 
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Women’s Ministry 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for dinner at Swan Inn, Alpine & 6 Mile NW on Thursday, June 27th at 
4:30 pm.  Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  The fall LWML Fall Rally will be October 12, 2019 in Greenville, with Joy Marks 
speaking. 
 
 

Other Items 
 

START PUTTING YOUR TEAMS TOGETHER “FOUR” our annual Mustang Golf Outing 
scheduled for July 20th with a shotgun start at 8 AM at Yankee Springs Golf Course.  To 
register, email kangers@wmlhs.org or call the H.S. office 616-455-2200.  Cost of $80 
includes 18 holes of golf with cart, prizes, lunch and contest holes. 

 
PLANTING SEEDS, REAPING THE HARVEST 
Planting a seed. That's all it takes. 

Each and every "seed" invested with the Church Extension Fund (CEF) serves a ministry purpose. While 
providing financial opportunities for our investors, these funds help ministries and church workers in the  

Michigan District. Learn how you can invest in CEF by contacting Richard Tank or call 800.242.3944 or 
visit www.mi-cef.org. Current interest rates are posted on the bulletin board outside the kitchen.  (This 
is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy. Offers for sales of securities are by Offering 
Circular only. The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular.  
CEF investments are not SPIC or FDIC insured deposit accounts.) 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns: (Doris Kayser, Esther Maloney, Dennis 
Klutman, Tom Driscoll), David Cannon, friend of Judy Spencer;  James Fahling, son of 
Sharon Fahling; Mike VanderHorn, brother of our Preschool Director, Vonda Smestad; 

Hunter June Andrus, granddaughter of Colleen Andrus; Iris Rymers, mother-in-law of Mathew 
VanEtten; Sue VanEtten, daughter-in-law of Bill & Rita VanEtten. 

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: (Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Kathy Mueller), 
Aimee & Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis Klutman; Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine 
Jingles; Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol 
Shick, friend of Nyha French Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, grandson of 
Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of Bill 
& Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, nephew of 
Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond Bartman, son of 
Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 Our sister congregation St. John Lutheran Church in Decatur, Indiana and their pastor Rev. Peter 

Brock, as Pastor Brock considers our call to serve as pastor at Messiah. 
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“Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30-minute worship service with no commercials or 

repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping done just for 
the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on 
Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV (channel 
377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

 
June 2, 2019 – Seventh Sunday of Easter – The Ascension of our Lord Observed 
“What Are You Doing Here?” - Sermon Text: Acts 1:1-11 - Rev. Bill Mueller 

June 9, 2019 – The Day of Pentecost 
“Let Us Go!” - Sermon Text: John 14:31 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

June 16, 2019 – The Holy Trinity 
“Before Abraham Was, I Am” - Sermon Text: John 8:51-59 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 

June 23, 2019 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 
“How Much God Has Done” - Sermon Text: Luke 8:38-39 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 

June 30, 2019 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 
“To Jerusalem!” - Sermon Text: Luke 9:51 - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
 
 
 
 
SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor 
Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Doris Kayser, Deaconess 
Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 


