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Messiah Messenger  
March 2019 

 
Messiah’s Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known  

through the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and Sacrament 
ministry of worship, Christian Education, fellowship, outreach and service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
LENT: A TIME TO PRACTICE AND LEARN REPENTANCE 

 The very first of Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” is this: “All of the Christian life is to be one of 
repentance.”  So, the season of Lent is not just a six week “shift” away from our normal way of life.  Lent 
is the ancient Christian “practice time” for an entire life of repentance. 

 But what exactly is “repentance?”  Before Luther discovered the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ 
Jesus, he was trained in the Medieval practices of self-denial and self-inflicted pain and punishment.  His 
practices of nearly starving himself, beating himself, going without a blanket at night, wearing a hair-
shirt, and setting up extra hours of prayer (on top of the seven monastic prayer hours) left him sick and 
very angry with God!  All Luther’s acts of “doing penance” did him absolutely no spiritual good! 

 Then with his discovery of the precious Gospel God’s gracious love for him in Christ, Luther also 
discovered what Holy Scripture said about true repentance.  The ancient Greek word for repentance in 
the New Testament is “metanoia,” a change of heart and mind which God causes from the inside out.  
Repentance is a gift of God!  Note, for example these Scripture passages: 

 “God exalted Him [Jesus] at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel for 
the forgiveness of sins.” [Acts 5:31] 

 “When they [Apostles and the Church] heard these things they fell silent.  And they glorified 
God, saying, ‘Then to the Gentiles also God has given repentance that leads to life.” [Acts 11:18] 

 “God may perhaps give them [opponents]repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.”  [2 
Timothy 2:25] 

And what are the “tools” that the Holy Spirit uses to bring us this precious gift of repentance?  Word 
and Sacrament, in terms of Law and Gospel.  So, for us here at Messiah Lutheran Church, consider these 
special spiritual opportunities for God’s gifts of repentance and faith: 

 Ash Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. with the imposition of ashes 

 Mid-Week Lenten Services at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. starting March 13th 

 Lenten Breakfast on Saturday, March 23 at 9:30 with lessons, Psalms and personal absolution 
 

Blessed season of Lent! May Christ Jesus draw you more deeply to Himself! 

Pastor Blain, Vacancy Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor   Phone (616)616-288-5594 

Rick Krueger, Parish Assistant   rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 
Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director   smestadv@messiahgr.org 

Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager office@messiahgr.org or 
       Sandy.goodlander@messiahgr.org 
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Messiah Updates and March Events 
 

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE gifts to Messiah Preschool in memory of Phil Fahling from: Richard & 
Ann Tank, Dan & Sharon Hula, Robert & Paula Reister, Herbert & Sharon Reister, Bill & Barb Brinkman, 
Mike & Carol Mushong, Sharon Navarre, Richard & Barb Wilson, Maryann Snell, Rev. Terry & Shirley 
Hoese, Dwight & Marlene Anderson, Gary & Nancy Buss, Larry & Sandy Goodlander, Steve & Dorothy 
Ledbetter, Rick & Deb Krueger, Marcie Merkle, Esther Maloney, Sam & Joann Hilton, Dick & Sharon Tow, 
Wayne Kober, Jonathan Fahling, Julie Jackson, Barbara Bol, David Lutz, Richard Worpel, Curtis Norris, 
Ruth Andrus, Beverly Christiansen, Arlene Wolff, Marvin Fahling and Frederick A. Strautz. 
 

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES 
Lent 2019 begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  The sermon theme for 
both services is “Repent and Come to Me!” from Matthew 11:20-30.  The significant action of the 
service is the imposition of ashes in the form of the cross.  The Ash Wednesday service is one of Holy 
Communion.   

The regular mid-week services are then every Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. starting March 
13th.  The theme is based on the readings from the Gospel according to St. John, “Jesus’ Total Life of 
Lent.”  We will meditate on how our Lord saw His Passion as not just the events of Good Friday but His 
entire life.  We too should see that our Lord’s redeeming Passion is the heart and soul of our entire life.  
We will also pray the Penitential Psalms as part of our repentance and confession.    

Come and deepen your repentance and faith in your Savior’s redeeming Passion.  Invite your family, 
friends, neighbors and co-workers to come with you. 
 
LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS STUDY AT MESSIAH 

“This declaration … is our faith, doctrine, and confession. By God’s grace, with intrepid hearts, we are 
willing to appear before the judgment seat of Christ with this confession.” What could possibly be so 
important that you would stake eternity on it? What gives a person such courage and conviction? Only 
one thing—the truth. This is what the Book of Concord is all about, the truth of God’s Word. 

Messiah hosts a monthly study of the Book of Concord, often known as “The Lutheran Confessions” on 
the first Thursday of each month. We begin by praying the Prayer Office — Matins in the sanctuary, 
followed by going to the north upper classroom to read and study the Book of Concord. 

Lutherans have used the Confessions of faith contained in this book for nearly five hundred years as 
their public witness and testimony of what the Bible teaches 

Come and join us Thursday, March 7th, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

SPRING FORWARD!  Daylight Savings Time begins this month.  On the evening of Saturday, 
March 9th, be sure to set your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed – so you arrive at 
Messiah right on time the following morning! 
 

 
A PRAYER FOR CALLING A FAITHFUL PASTOR: O Gracious Father, You led Your holy apostles to ordain 
ministers for the proclamation of Your Word and the faithful administration of the Sacraments of Christ. 
Grant to this congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a suitable pastor according to Your 
will for the blessing of Your Church in this place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Lutheran Service Book 
p. 306, one of many “Prayers for the Church and Her Mission.”) 
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Messiah Updates and March Events Con’t: 
 
LENTEN PRAYER BREAKFAST 

In the Garden of Gethsemane our beloved Savior instructed His disciples, “Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak,” 
(Mk. 14:38).  Many temptations afflicted his disciples; from becoming sleepy to forsaking 
their Master.  We pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” We know God tempts no one to sin, 
but with the temptations that come, He provides a way of escape. We therefore pray that 
we may overcome temptation and obtain the victory. 

You are invited to Messiah’s annual Lenten Prayer Breakfast set for Saturday, March 23rd, 
starting at 9:30 a.m. 

After enjoying a tasty breakfast and winsome fellowship, we’ll gather in the sanctuary for 
song, Scripture and prayer.  Come and join us.  

Sign-up sheets are at the Welcome Center. 
 

 
A THANK YOU TO ALL who have been praying for our family, especially our daughter, 
Dana.  We are grateful that she is doing better; still your prayers are most appreciated. To 

God be the glory! Pastor and Shirley Hoese 
 

I want to thank everyone for all your prayers and cards during my recovery.  I am so 
blessed and grateful for all of the kindness and support you give me. Thank you again for 

everything.  Sandy Goodlander 

 
A NOTE FROM PRESCHOOL:  A peak into Lutheran Schools Week...  
Our Preschool recently enjoyed a wonderful week celebrating our children and school.  Each day we 
dressed a little different (favorite color, ties & tutus, team sports and crazy hair & hat day).  Another 
highlight this week was Father's/Special persons Night.  We had a wonderful meal of pizza, veggies and 
an ice-cream bar...thanks to Thrivent Financial. After our meal we explored in the classrooms and 
played, played, played! It was great fun seeing the Dads and Grandpas hanging out with their child.   Our 
week concluded with the Preschoolers singing during the 11:00a.m. Sunday service.  We sang 2 songs on 
our own and one with the adult choir.  What a joyful noise we made!  Finally, our teachers and office 
staff were blessed with amazing lunches all week.  Each day a different church member treated our 
group to delicious food and good conversation.  We were spoiled and felt appreciated!  A big THANK 
YOU to all for the role that you play in making our Preschool run smoothly.         
Vonda Smestad, Preschool Director 
 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE: SPEAKING UP FOR FAMILY 
I confess that I am Pro-Life and Anti- Abortion. Upon reading an article, ‘Speaking Up for Family’ by 
Reverend Paul Clark, President of Lutherans for Life of Michigan, I felt compelled to pass it on to you. 
The article is as follows: 

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness 
goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch” (Isaiah 62:1). 

“Many people today wish that Christians would keep silent: silent about their faith, silent about their 
position on abortion, gay marriage, or any other moral or social issue, unless of course, their opinion  
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Messiah Updates and March Events Con’t: 
 
happens to be in line with the politically-correct, culturally-defined position of the day! Then, and only 
then, apparently, would it be ok to speak. 

The above text reminds us that the Lord God Himself is not silent about sin and righteousness, but 
always speaks the truth. That truth may be hard to hear; it may hurt. It may provoke sinners such as us 
to anger and defiance as we try to justify our sin and our lifestyle choices. God speaks and the Word is 
clear, He will not be silenced. 

So must we speak, for we are His people, His heralds, His ambassadors; we speak in terms of Law and 
Gospel. There is evil in the world. There are commandments which cannot be altered or discarded. One 
of them is ‘You shall not murder’. Abortion is murder. Abortion is wrong. Abortion is breaking God’s 
commandment to protect innocent life. 

Do we stay silent? Can we be silent? We cannot! When the church does not speak clearly on issues that 
relate to the sanctity of human life, the Church is not being the Church. We are called to expose the 
darkness of sin through the teaching and preaching of God’s holy Law, and we are called to announce 
the forgiveness of sins and the blessing of a new life through the Gospel, that is, through the life, death 
and resurrection of the one Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, we speak; we will not be silenced. We may not be liked. We may be called names such as 
‘extremist’ or ‘fetus lovers,’ but in Christ’s power and Word we take a stand anyway. We speak and tell 
the truth about abortion. It kills. It not only kills the baby, it harms the mother, the father, the family, 
the Church and the world. That is not something on which we can stay silent. God help us to stand! 
Amen.” 
Submitted by Shirley Hoese, Greater Grand Rapids Lutherans for Life representative 
 
 

From the Parish Assistant’s Desk 
 
NOTES FROM THE CHOIR LOFT 

The choir schedule for March is as follows: 
Sunday, 3/3        Senior Choir   8:30 & 11:00 am 
Wed., 3/6            Senior Choir   7:00 pm 
Sunday, 3/17      Senior Choir   11:00 am 
Wed., 3/27      Senior Choir   7:00 pm 
Sunday, 3/31     Rhythm Section & Singers 8:30 & 11:00 am 

 

During Lent, Senior Choir will meet for one-hour practices on Wednesdays following Lenten services, 
March 6th.  There’s still room for you in the choir loft as well, feel free to try us out!  (Note that Senior 
Choir will not practice on Wednesday, March 20th.  

This month in worship: 

 We will pray and sing Lutheran Service Book’s Divine Service, Setting One for communion 
services, alternating between a variety of services on non-communion Sundays. 

 Services on Sunday, March 10 (the first Sunday in Lent) will begin with a hymn-sing; be ready 
with your favorite Lent and Holy Week hymns and songs from LSB and Songs for the Divine 
Service! 
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk Con’t 

 Following Ash Wednesday’s communion service, midweek Lenten services will be based on 
Responsive Prayer 2, a simple spoken service from LSB. 

 Our new contemporary song for the season, “Lost in Wonder,” will be introduced on Sunday, 
March 31st.  Written by British pastor and worship leader Martin Layzell, it uses words of the  
hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” [Lutheran Service Book 700] as a starting point for 
further meditation on Jesus’ suffering and death for us. We hope you enjoy learning and singing 
it this Lent! 
 

GRAND RAPIDS BACH FESTIVAL MARCH 17-23 
Every two years, the Grand Rapids Symphony presents a week of 

concerts and special events, encouraging concertgoers to create their 

own personal dialogue with the music of Johann Sebastian Bach -- 

hardworking Lutheran church musician, talented organist and one of 

the most influential composers ever. 

This year’s Bach Festival presents six concerts for free or at a low price!  

 Organ Recital by Julian Wachner, GR Bach Festival director: Monday, March 18th, 7:30 pm at the 
Basilica of St. Adalbert 

 FREE ‘Marimbach’ Percussion Recital: Tuesday, March 19th, 7:30 pm at Fountain Street Church 

 FREE Organ Recital by Isabelle Demers: Wednesday, March 10th, 12 noon at Grace Episcopal 
Church 

 Masses by Bach and Julian Wachner by the Choir of Trinity Wall Street Church: Thursday, March 
21st, 7:00 pm at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

 FREE Bach Sacred Cantatas by the GR Symphony & soloists: Friday, March 22nd, 12 noon at First 
United Methodist Church. 

 Bach Magnifcat and More by the GR Symphony, Chorus (including Rick Krueger) & soloists: 
Saturday, March 23rd, 7:30 pm at the Basilica of St. Adalbert 
 

For more information about the festival (including details on the all-inclusive discounted Bachpass 
package), head online to www.grsymphony.org/bachfest! 
 
COMING THIS MONTH: On Saturday, March 16th from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, 
Every One His Witness returns!   

Witness is the work each of us Christians are called to do by our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. This seminar is designed to help you be a more faithful and effective 
witness for the sake of those who do not know of Jesus, especially people 
whom the Lord has already brought into relationship with us in our everyday 
lives.  

Witnessing is our work of planting and watering the seed of God’s Word with the joyful expectation that 
the Lord will, where it pleases Him, provide the growth.  At Every One His Witness, you’ll discover: 

 What is witnessing? 

 Why do we witness?  

 A simple approach to witnessing called LASSIE — Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, Encourage!  
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From the Parish Assistant’s Desk Con’t 

 
Here’s the basic information about this year’s Every One His Witness workshop: 

 Location: St. Peter Lutheran Church, 310 E Division NE, Rockford 

 Date and Time: Saturday, March 16th , 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Continental breakfast and lunch will 
be served.  

 Cost: $10 per person, payable on the day – includes materials and food. 

 Facilitators: Rick Krueger from Messiah; Rev. David Rufner, New Hope Lutheran Church Rev. 
Jason Peterson, St. Peter Lutheran Church. 

 RSVPs are encouraged by Sunday, March 10th.  Sign up at Messiah or email 
revjpeterson@yahoo.com! 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT – SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH 
Messiah will be reaching out to the community with our annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 20th at 10 am.  There will be singing, drama, treats, and the egg hunt -- all 
focusing on the most important thing about Easter:  Jesus, our Savior!   
Children who are preschool age thru fifth grade are invited to participate.  We also need 

lots of volunteers to act in dramatic scenes, register the children, help in the kitchen, take kids out to 
hunt for eggs, and more!  Donations of treats are welcome, too. 
If you’d like to help, sign up at the Welcome Center or the Adult Bible Class clipboard, beginning Sunday, 
March 10th.  Please contact Rick Krueger or any member of the Board of Evangelism (Chris Ahrens, Chris 
Mueller, Shanna Schulte and Peter Tessin) if you have questions. 
 
GR LCMS YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
February’s Grand Rapids LCMS Youth Ministry event was a genuine success – 37 youth and adults from 4 
local congregations gathered at Messiah and prepared over 500 Supper Packs for Kids Food Basket, to be 
distributed to kids in need through local schools.  Thanks to the LIFT Committee, Lori Kearney, Lisa Drehs 
and Michelle Kodie for their help with this event! 
 
Junior High and Senior High youth, watch for news about spring events and projects coming soon! 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 
EASTER is April 21st and the Altar Guild wants to encourage you to be involved through opportunities to 
help make Palm Crosses, "Strip the Altar" in remembrance of Jesus losing all to pay for our sins, and 
then to help beautify the Chancel on Easter Morning with Easter Lilies and Tulips. 
Sign ups will be on the Welcome Center by the middle of March to sign up for these activities. 

1.  We invite you to join us making PALM CROSSES Saturday, April 13th at 9 am.  Enjoy the 
fellowship and fun as you make the keepsake Palm crosses handed out Palm Sunday.   Ample directions 
are provided. 

2.  Then, consider signing up to participate in removing items from the Chancel at the end of the 
Maundy Thursday service in remembrance of our dear Jesus' being stripped of everything in our place to 
pay for our sins and defeat death for us. You can specify if you want something that isn't heavy etc. and 
we practice just before the service. 

3.  Help beautify the Chancel with many Easter Lilies and Tulips by signing up to purchase these 
on the EASTER FLOWER SIGN UP SHEET that will be on the Welcome Center in March and April.  You can 
then take it home after the late Easter service. 
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Women’s Ministry Con’t: 
 
SANDY’S TRADITION will meet for lunch at Russ’ on Plainfield, on Thursday, March 28th, at 11:30 am.  
Please RSVP to Pat Hoffman (784-5817) by the day before. 
 
 

Other Items 
 
SECRETARY/OFFICE MANAGER POSITION: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church of Rockford is seeking a person to 
fill the position of Secretary/Office Manager.  The position involves  

 general secretarial duties, such as editing/printing; 

 maintaining accurate congregational records and statistics; 

 keeping a calendar of congregational events and facility reservations; 

 maintaining up-to-date information on website and social media; 

 performing and tracking basic financial information in cooperation with the Treasurer and 
Bookkeeper 

 managing phone, email, and other communications through the office.   
Applicants should be available for 15-20 hours/per week, Monday-Thursday, and be proficient in 
current Microsoft Office software, and have the capacity to adapt to new apps and programs as 
needed.  Familiarity with WordPress or similar website management software is preferred.  Strong 
organizational skills, a professional attitude, the capability to be flexible in working with others and 
maintain confidentiality when appropriate, and willingness to work within the tradition and 
teachings of the congregation and its parent denomination, the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
are also desired.  Contact St. Peter’s (phone:  616-866-1818, Email:  pastor@stpetersrockford.org) 
for complete job description and application.   

 
A HIVE FOR WORKERS   
God’s house is a hive for workers, not a nest for drones.  One way to become a worker in God’s house 
and have part in building His Church is to invest in Church Extension Fund.  Consider making an 
investment today.  Current rates are posted on the bulletin board outside the kitchen, and forms and 
additional literature are also available at the Welcome Center located in the narthex.  Check out 
www.mi-cef.org or call 800.242.3944 for information. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
 Those with immediate prayer concerns: Tom Driscoll, Jessica Santa-Clara, Sandy 

Goodlander, Judy Spencer, Don Zomberg, son of friend of Norda Tillotson; Arlene Tremain, 
Dody Reinke’s sister; Duane Scott, friend of Bill VanEtten; Debbie Baughstart, friend of Victor 
VanEtten; Skip Gilmore, friend of Max & Barb Conner; Jack McDowell, infant son of a friend of 
Lisa VanEtten; Malaina Hanson, family member of Joe & Becky Buss; Sheryl Consineau, 
daughter of Shirley Lang; Rich Zwiers, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; John Kennebeck nephew of 
Sharon Navarre; Danielle Sour, grand daughter of Sharon Navarre; Nikki Wyble, friend of the 
family of Pat Mull; Zoey Brinkman, great granddaughter of Bill & Barb Brinkman; Rachel, 
daughter of Lisa Drehs; Maureen Coulman, friend of Joe & Becky Buss;  Lynne Chadfield, friend 
of Lisa VanEtten; David Reynolds, father-in-law of Sam & Joann Hilton’s daughter; Nancy 
McWatters, friend of Joe & Becky Buss; Jean, mother of a friend of Carol Mushong; Sandra Burr, 
mother of Lisa Rule; Beverly Davis, mother of Al Davis, and Larry H. Rich, great grandson of 
Arline Woosley.  

 Those with ongoing prayer concerns: Aimee & Sophia, daughter and granddaughter of Dennis 
Klutman; Bernie & Eileen Ottenjan, Claudia London, Dawn Feorene, niece of Elaine Jingles; 
Robert Neuman, brother of Theona Gee; Dawn Metivier, mother of Leah Kearney; Carol Shick, 
friend of Nyha French; Kathy Mueller; Tina Eikenroth, friend of Matt VanEtten; Simon Leavit, 
grandson of Bob & Jan Ringel, former members. 

 Those serving in the military: Eric Gerke, grandson of Judy Gerke; Clinton Gibson, son in law of 
Bill & Diane Legate; Jacob Teeple, grandnephew of Mark & Laura Altemann; Andrew Feigel, 
nephew of Al & Renee Davis; Joseph Lueders, nephew of John & Ruth Lueders and Raymond 
Bartman, son of Carla Bartman. 

 Our Missionaries: Pastor Masih & Pastor James. 
 
WORSHIP ANEW - “Worship Anew” is a Lutheran television, 30 minute worship service with no 

commercials or repeats.  It is not a tape of a Sunday morning service, but a special taping 
done just for the viewer at home.  Worship for Shut-Ins airs locally Sunday mornings at 
11:30 am on Comcast (channel 21), Charter (channel 2), AT&T (channel 54), and DirecTV 
(channel 377).  Services may also be viewed online at www.worshipforshutins.org 

 
March 3, 2019 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
“His Exodus” - Sermon Text: Luke 9:28-36 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege 
 
March 10, 2019 – First Sunday in Lent 
“God Commands His Angels” - Sermon Text: Psalm 91:1-13 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 
March 17, 2019 – Second Sunday in Lent 
“Where’s Your Home?” - Sermon Text: Philippians 3:20-21 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
March 24, 2019 – Third Sunday in Lent 
“Temptation” - Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
March 31, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
“The Prodigal Father” - Sermon Text: Luke 15:11 - Rev. Thomas A. Eggold 
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SERVING YOU . . . 
 
Staff: 
Rev. James Blain, Vacancy Pastor 
Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant 
Sandy Goodlander, Office Manager 
Mildred Rathbun, Office Assistant 
Vonda Smestad, Pre-school Director 


